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Hizbollah claims bombing of Israeli patrol 

«SSk533SS3 

Sou* Lebanon. A spokesman for Israel’s proxy South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) said it had nothing to 
spokKman for Hizbollah said the group’s 
Islamic Resistance, detonated a bomb in the path of an 
Israeh patrol after midnight Friday. “An OsraeIi)Merkava 
tank was destroyed and its occupants killed or wounded." 
*e spokesman told AFP. On Thursday two SoHah 
guemUas were killed in a clash with Israeli troops inside 
the buffer strip, in a village near the 
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Islamic conference denounces terrorism 

CAIRO (AP) — Muslims from more than 70 countries 
and organisations ended a four-day conference Saturday, 
calling on the world to counter terrorists who fight in the 
name of God. In a closing statement, the delegates also 
complained that die snuggle of some Muslim people 
against occupation — such as in southern Lebanon or the 
West Bank — was often grouped with terrorism. They 
urged “non-Muslim countries to refrain from spreading 
the culture of haired against Islam and Muslims." Hosted 
by Egypt, the conference was called “Islam and the 
Future of Dialogue between Civilisations.” It was aimed 
at promoting dialogue and showing Islam as a religion of 
tolerance. But the closing remarks highlighted concern in 
the Muslim World over an association between Islam and 
terrorism following the World Trade Centre bombing in 
New York and suicide bombings in Israel. 
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Pipe bomb kills 2, injures 100 in Atlanta 

Olympic Games resume despite blast 


Athletes keep ^ 
police or their 
tees 


ATLANTA (Agencies) — A 
pipe bomb in a park killed two 
people and injured 1 10 on Sat- 
urday in a bloody attack on 
revellers at the Atlanta 
Olympics which U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton condemned 
as an “evil act of terror.” 

"We will spare no effort to 
find out who was responsible 
for this murderous act We 
will track them down. We will 
bring them to justice," a grim- 
looldng Clinton said in a state- 
ment at the White House. 

'The bombing at the Cen- 
tennial Olympic Park this 
morning was an evil act of ter- 
ror,” he said “fit was) an act of 
cowardice that stands in sharp 
contrast to the courage of the 
Olympic athletes.” 

World leaders condemned 
the bombing. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, described the 
explosion as a "cowardly act” 
in cables to Mr. Clinton and 
Vice President Albert Gore. 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin denounced it as “bar- 
baric” and aged joint action 
to fight terrorism- Pope John 
Paul prayed for the victims. 

The Internationa] Olympic 
Committee and the local 
organisers of the world’s 
biggest sporting event pledge 
'die Games would go on. 

Some 10,00(5 athletes from a 
record 197 countries have 
come to Atlanta for the games. 
Competition resumed as 
scheduled on Saturday but 
flags flew r at half mast and a 
moment’s silence was 
observed at each Olympic 
venue. 

The explosion ripped thr- 


ough central Centennial Paric 
about 1 30 a.m. on Saturday as 
hundreds partied ar a rock 
concert 

Dramatic film of the blast 
showed people running for 
cover, oilers recoiling and 
ducking as the bomb exploded 
and brown smoke rose in the 
air. 

Witnesses said many of the 
injured had suffered severe 
lacerations when they were hit 
by shrapnel. 

Mr. Clinton said security 
forces were clearing the area 
— a park in central Atlanta 
which is the main entertain- 
ment venue for visitors — 
when the bomb exploded The 
toll could have been much 
worse, he said 

One of the dead was a Turk- 
ish cameraman working at the 
games. Colleagues of 40-year- 
old Melih Uzunyol at T lnkish 
state television said be col- 
lapsed near the scene of the 
blasL 

The other dead person was 
reported by local media to be 
an unidentified woman. 

“The FBI has confirmed 
that the explosive device was a 
pipe bomb.” a Justice Depart- 
ment spokeswoman said in 
Washington. 

A warning was also phoned 
to the Atlanta police ar the 
time of foe blast, a Justice 
Department official said The 
call was made from a pay 
phone near foe scene of the 
blast and a tape of foe message 
was being analysed 

Security experts said the use 
of an unsophisticated pipe 
bomb would make it less like- 
ly that foe Atlanta attack was 


carried out by international 
extremist groups. 

Three members of a right- 
wing Georgia mili tia were 
arrested in April amid reports 
that they intended to attack foe 
games. 

All w ere from rural Georgia. 
They allegedly belong to a 
militia group calling itself the 
1 12th Regiment, militia-at- 
large for the republic of Geor- 
gia. 

They face trial on charges 
that they conspired to make 
pipe bombs and planned to 
stockpile explosives, ammuni- 
tion, weapons and other mili- 
tary equipment for a terror 
campaign. 

The organisers of the games 
had proudly boasted that 
Atlanta would be foe safest 
place on earth. One of Ameri- 
ca's most violent cities was 
being guarded by 30,000 
security personnel foe largest 
peacetime force in U.S. histo- 
ry- 

Security fears heightened 
two days before foe games 
when an explosion downed a 
TWA Jumbo Jet shortly after 
it had taken off from New 
York en route for Paris. All 
230 people on board were 
killed The cause of the explo- 
sion remains unknown. 

Federal Bureau oflrivestiga- 
tions (FBI) spokesman 
Woody Johnson said of the 
Atlanta blast ‘The FBI will 
take foe lead in foe investiga- 
tion. We will consider it an act 
of terrorism until information 
should arrive to foe contrary.” 

Billy Payne, foe real estate 
lawyer who brought the 


games to Atlanta, pledged that 
their spirit would not be 
crushed 

But security was tightened 
even further and the area 
around Centennial Paik 
remained closed off on Satur- 
day morning as investigators 
combed foe area for evidence. 

Hardly missing a step, the 
games returned to the business 
of gold silver and bronze Sat- 
urday, just hours after a terror- 
ist bomb hit at the heart of the 
wodd’s greatest sports specta- 
cle. 

“We are all agreed — the 
games will go on,” Me Clin- 
ton said in a nationally tele- 
vised news conference, echo- 
ing an earlier statement by 
IOC Directa - General Fran- 
cois CarrarcL 

The shock of foe blast rip- 
pled through all sports and 
venues. 

Despite his historic achieve- 
ment, Mr. Redgrave sounded 
like someone who wanted to 
get as far away from competi- 
tion as possible. 

“I’ve had enough- This is 
definitely it If anyone sees me 
near a boat, they can shoot 
me,” he said 

A calm-voiced telephone 
caller warned an emergency 
telephone operator Saturday 
of the-impendting explosion, a 
Justice Department official 
said 

Despite the call, foe open-air 
concert site was not evacuated 
in time. 

The caller spoke “in a calm 
voice,” according to foe offi- 
cial who requested anonymi- 
ty 



An injured woman is tended to early Saturday following an explosion at the 
Olympic Centennial Park in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


The call apparently from a 
man. reached the operator at 
1:07 a.m., a law enforce- 
ment official said adding 
“the caller said a bomb 
would go off in Centennial 
Park in 30 minutes.” A 
bomb went off in that park 
at 1:25 a.m. 

The call “was strictly a 
warning” accurately pre- 
dicting the site of the blast, 
a second federal law 
enforcement official said, 
requesting anonymity. The 
caller did not give a name 
or identify any group or 
organisation claiming 
responsibility for foe bomb- 


ing. foe second law 
enforcement official said 

The call to 911 — the 
emergency telephone num- 
ber used throughout foe 
United States — did not 
provide enough advance 
warning to dispatch a bomb 
squad, foe first official said, 
but coincidentally a bomb 
squad had already been 
summoned to the site by 
someone who spotted an 
unattended bag. that ulti- 
mately blew up. 

Bomb squad officers who 
examined foe bag quickly 
before beginning an evacu- 
ation saw three pipes 
inside, but foe pipes may all 


have been part of one bomb 
rather than three separate 
ones, foe first official said. 

The 911 call came from a 
pay telephone near a hotel 
about two blocks from foe 
location of foe explosion, 
be said. 

FBI agents obtained foe 
tapejof foe call and were 
sent to dust the pay tele- 
phone for fingerprints. 

The timing of foe call 
was so dose to the explo- 
sion that emergency opera- 
tors did not have enough 
time to relay foe contents to 
police before foe bomb 
went off, the Justice 
Department official said. 


GIA says 

leader 

killed 


PARIS (R) — Algeria's 
fundamentalist Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) said 
in a statement on Saturday 
that its leader Djamel 
Zitouni, alias Abu Abder- 
rahmane Amine, was killed 
on July 16, near Medea, 
120 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

A four-page statement in 
Arabic, received by an 
international news agency 
in an Arab capital, said: 
“Our brother Abu Abder- 
rahmane was killed after he 
fell in a trap near Medea on 
July 16 before sunset...Two 
other brothers who accom- 
panied him were also 
killed.” 

The statement gave no 
other details. 

The statement could not 
be immediately authenti- 
cated, but it bore foe same 
stamp and signature as pre- 
vious statements by the 
GIA that had proved gen- 
uine. 

The GIA has claimed 
responsibility for some of 
the most violent actions in 
the four-year-old struggle 
between Muslim militants 
and Algerian authorities, 
including kidnapping and 
slitting the throats of seven 
French trappist monks in 
March 1996 and killing 12 
Croat workers in their, 
camp in December 1993. 

The group was also 
responsible for the 1994 
Christmas eve hijack of an 
Air France Airbus and a 
suicide bomb in central 
Algiers in January 1995 in 
which at least 42 people 
were killed and about 300 
wounded. 


Palestinians condemn Israel 
for permitting Jews in A1 Aqsa 
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GAZA CITY. Gaza Snip 
(AP) — Tbe Palestinian 
National .Authority con- 
demned Israel Saturday for 
allowing Jewish activists this 
weektoenterthe site of foe Al 
Aqsa and Done of foe Rock 
mosques in Jerusalem. 

'This is an irresponsible 
decision and a challenge for 
Muslim emotions and it is a 
violation of all the (Israei- 
Palestinian) agreements," said 
a statement from foe office of 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 

The site, holy to both Mus- 
lims and Jews, is one of tbe 
most sensitive spots in foe 
Israeli-Arab conflict 

The statement followed a 
decision by Israel Thursday to 
allow Jewish activists onto the 
site after they won support 
from the supreme court 

Mr. Arafitt convened his 
cabinet and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Oiganisation (PLO) 
leadership late Friday night 
and issued a statement Satur- 
day condemning Israel for the 
decision. 

Nabil Shaath, Palestinian 
minister of international 


affairs, met Saturday with 
representatives from Egypt 
Jordan. Tunisia. Morocco and 
Qatar to discuss foe issue. 

“This Israeli violation in 
Jerusalem at Al Aqsa not only 
endangers the peace process, 
but also threatens an Arab and 
Muslim explosion,” said a 
statement from Dr. Shaath’s 
office. “We see this violation 
as very serious and very dan- 
gerous.” 

Jews believe tbe place is foe 
site of the ancient Jewish tem- 
ple, whose destruction by tbe 
Romans in 70 A.D. was com- 
memorated on Thursday, as 
the ninth of Av in tbe Hebrew 
calendar. Muslims know it as 
Harara Al Sharif in Arabic, or 
noble enclosure, and believe it 
is the place where the Prophet 
Mohammad ascended to 
heaven. 

On Thursday, commemo- 
rating the temple’s destruc- 
tion, Jews were allowed onto 
foe site in pairs and with 
police escort They were not 
allowed to pray and police 

confiscated all religious para- 
phernalia from visitors before 
they entered. Muslims at foe 


site viewed foe act as a provo- 
cation and many chanted 
“‘AUahu Akbar,” or God is 
great in protest 

Israel's supreme court last 
year overturned a ban on Jews 
visiting foe she. Police had 
imposed foe ban after a 1990 
riot during a Jewish holiday 
left 17 Palestinians dead and 
mere than 170 wounded. 

However, a ban on Jews 
praying on foe mount, which 
is anchored in Israeli law, 
remains in effect 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
warned on Saturday against 
moves by Israel's new right- 
wing government to expand 
Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

“This policy will only 
increase tension,” Mr. Arafat 
said during a joint meeting of 
foe Palestinian government 
and die executive committee 
of the (PLO). 

Mr. Arafat quoted by the 
official Palestinian news 
agency Wafa, said plans to 
expand settlements and build 
by-pass roads on foe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were 


“clear violations of the 
accords and commitments 
concluded with the Israeli 
government.” 

The Israeli government had 
been due to hold its first 
debate on the settlements ar 
Friday’s weekly cabinet 

meeting, but it was postponed 
until next week. 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Betty amin Netanyahu is aim- 
ing initially to increase the 
size of existing settlements on 
tbe West Bank and give fresh 
impetus to building by-pass 
roils for settlers around areas 
under Palestinian self-rule, his 
aides said. 

The programme is a signifi- 
cant turnaround from the poli- 
cies of the previous Labour- 
led governments which from 
1992 under the leadership of 
Yitzhak Rabin and his succes- 
sor Shimon Peres froze all 
settlement budding except 
around Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat leaves on Sun- 
day for a two-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia, his media 
adviser Nabil Abu Rdaiaah 
said. 


U.S. sanctions ‘big mistake’ — Velayati 
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Britain, U.S. urge Turkey to extend Kurdish ‘safe haven’ 
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LONDON (Agencies) — 
Britain on Saturday joined 
foe United States in urging 
Turkey to renew an agree- 
ment giving protection to 
Kurds in northern Iraq. 

The new Turkish parlia- 
ment must vote by the end 
of this month on whether to 
extend Operation Provide 
Comfort, under which a 
* Western allied air force has 
been using Turkish air 
bases to protect Kurds in 
Iraq since the end of foe 
1991 Gulf war. 

“We endorse the U.S. 


statement issued today on 
Operation Provide Com- 
fort. We strongly support 
Operation Provide Comfort 
which continues to serve 
foe purposes for which it 
was established,” the for- 
eign office said in a state- 
ment. „ .. . 

British Prime Munster 
John Major played a major 
role in setting up the so- 
called “safe haven" for 
Kurds to protect them 
against possible attack from 
foe Iraqi army. 

But many Turkish mem- 


bers of parliament say the 
U.S.-led force has inadver- 
tently helped foe Kurdish 
Labour Party (PICK), which 
wants autonomy or inde- 
pendence in southeast 
Turkey, to establish itself in 
northern Iraq. 

A White- House statement 
on Friday said the region 
should not be used to sup- 
port terrorism. 

“Northern Iraq should not 
serve as a sanctuary for 
PKK activities, nor should 
foe PKK receive support 
from any quarter,” it said. 


Washington “will not sup- 
port an independent status 
for northern Iraq,” foe 
White House said in a state- 
ment Friday. 

Armed PKK members 
use northern Iraq as a sanc- 
tuary from which to strike 
at foe Turkish military in an 
effort to force foe creation 
there of an independent 
Kurdish state. 

“The U.S. supports 
Turkey’s efforts to deal 
with the threat posed by foe 
(PKK) terror," foe White 
House said. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati oo Saturday de- 
» scribed as a “big mistake" a 
new U.S. law slapping sa- 
nctions on foreign compa- 
nies investing in Iran's oil 
and gas sector. 

“If foe United States thinks 
it can force Iran into follow- 
ing its policies through pres- 
sure, it is completely mistak- 
en," Mr. Velayati told the 
government daily newspa- 
per, Iran. "This is a big polit- 
ical mistake for America.” 

The White House said 
Wednesday that President 
Bill Clinton would sign into 
law a bill passed by Con- 
gress that punishes foreign 
firms investing in the petro- 


leum and gas industries in 
Iran and Libya. 

The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives voted unanimous- 
ly in favour of the Iran and 
Libya sanctions act on Tues- 
day after foe Senate last 
week stiffened provisions of 
foe legislation dealing with 
Libya. 

The bill calls on the U.S. 
president to slap sanctions 
on foreign companies which 
invest $40 million or more 
annually in foe ofl and gas 
sectors of Iran and Libya. 

Under foe measure, Wash- 
ington can impose any two 
of a menu of six sanctions on 
violators including import 
and export bans, denial of 
U.S. bank loans and export- 


import bank credits and 
exclusion from U.S. govern- 
ment contracts. 

Mr. Clinton slapped a U.S. 
embargo on Iran in June 
1995 as part'of foe U.S. drive 
to isolate Tehran for its 
alleged support of terrorism, 
but European countries have 
refused to follow the U.S. 
lead. 

Iran’s judiciary chief. Aya- 
tollah Mohammad Yazdl 
charged on Friday that foe 
U.S. law contradict inter- 
national criteria. 

“International law does not 
allow foe United States to 
impose its point of view on 
independent states,” he said 
predicting this new sanction 
against Iran “will also fail.” 


Meanwhile, Mr. Velayati 
said on Saturday that he 
expected Iran to have a 
“more constructive” dia- 
logue with the European 
Union in foe future. 

The “critical dialogue with 
EU,” under way in the past 
three years, “is a diplomatic 
success for Iran and it could 
be turned into more con- 
structive talks in foe future 
Mr. Velayati told the govern- 
ment daily newspaper, Iran. 

“The Europeans do not 
want to see the United States 
become the only power in 
foe Middle East, and that's 
why they pursue tbe talks 
with Iran as the most power- 
ful and stable country in foe 
region,” he added. 


Egypt releases 283 
‘repentant’ militants 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
released 2S3 “repentant” 
Muslim militants from 
prison on Saturday on foe 
occasion of foe birthday of 
foe Prophet Mohammad 
after they abandoned 
extremist ideas, police 
sources said. 

It was foe 12fo group of 
repentants freed since 
1994, totalling around 
2,500 released prisoners. 

The 283 released Satur- 
day, who hailed from Cairo, 
the northern delta and south 
Egypt, were not involved in 
attacks on civilians or 
police, foe sources said. 

Most of them belonged to 
foe Gamaa Islamiya, foe 
main militant group wag- 
ing an armed campaign 
against the government 
which has left 1.030 dead 
since 1992. 

Each “repentant” was 
given 200 Egyptian pounds 
($60) upon release, the 
sources said. 


The interior ministry has 
organised over foe past two 
years a regular programme 
in which religious scholars 
from Al Azhar. Sunni 
Islam’s highest authority, 
meet with Islamist prison- 
ers to convince them to 
abandon “extremist tho- 
ught” 

The Gamaa and other 
militant groups seek the 
overthrow of foe govern- 
ment, which they condemn 
as “anti-Islamic ” 

Meanwhile, suspected 
militan ts shot dead an 
Egyptian accused by 
extremists of informing for 
police and wounded his 
brother in an attack on Sat- 
urday, police said. 

The attack took place in 
agricultural fields outside 
Al Sinbelwain village in 
northern Minya province. 
280 kilometres south of 
Cairo, police said. 



On the Occasion of 
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2 Home & Middle East News 
Eleventh inmate dies in Turkey death fast 


Jordan 'limes, Sunday, July 28, 1996 



Demonstrators lay handcuffed on the ground in Cologne, Germany, Saturday after German riot police broke up 
an illegal protest in support of a hunger strike by prisoners in Itarkey over living conditions (Reuters photo) 


Rockets hit Kabul 
as peace envoy 
begins mission 


ISTANBUL fR) — Three 
more leftist Turkish prison- 
ers died on Saturday, bring- 
ing to 11 the toll from a 
hunger strike and raising 
the prospect security forces 
would intervene. 

Human rights activists 
said Osman Akguxi, a 32- 
year-old urban guerrilla, 
starved himself to death io 
Istanbul’s Umraniye prison. 
He was the eleventh inmate 
to die in the 69-day fast. 

Earlier. Yemliha Kaya 
died in Istanbul's Bayram- 
pasa prison. Kaya, the sec- 
ond woman to die, had been 
on trial for members hip of a 
leftist urban guerrilla 
group. Hicabi Kucuk, in bis 
mid-20's, died in Bursa 
prison, in western Turkey. 

The state-run Anatolian 
news agency reported that 
one man in Gcbze prison, 
near Istanbul, had been 
taken to hospital and was 
undergoing medical treat- 
ment. 

Rights activists said the 
protest would go on. 

“There is no change, there 
is no progress, but they are 
not giving up the hunger 
strike." a spokeswoman 
from the Independent 
Human Rights Association 
said. 

Officials say negotiations 
with around 300 fasting 
leftists were deadlocked 
over demands that 70 to SO 
inmates be transferred to 
Bayrarapasa from Eskisehir 
high security prison, 
dubbed the coffin for its 
small, single-person cells. 

The inmates also demand 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
At least 21 people were 
killed and 36 wounded in 
heavy fighting west of 
Mogadishu overnight, 
according to reports Satur- 
day, but confusion reigned 
over the reported capture 
ijf ■ Ballidogle airport by 
joint forces opposed to 
warlord General Moham- 
faad Farah Aideed.. 

Fighting continued along 
the Ballidogle road 
between Gen. Aideed’s 
United Somali 

Congress/Soraali National 
Alliance (USOSNA) fac- 
tion and the opposing 
alliance of self-styled 
Somali interim President 


RIYADH (AP) — U.S 
Defence Secretary 

William Perry has post- 
poned a visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia during which he was 
expected to propose ways 
for Riyadh to help pay for 
increased security mea- 
sures for U.S. troops 
based here, official Saudi 
sources said Saturday. 

Mr. Perry had been 
expected to arrive late 
Sunday or early Monday, 
but his visit was delayed 


an end to maltreatment and 
to a policy of dispersal that 
they say cuts them off from 
each other, family and 
lawyers. 

M I think the situation is 
hopeless,” said well-known 
leftist musician and colum- 
nist Zulfu Livaneli, who 
met the justice minister and 
prosecutors in a bid to 
mediate the crisis. 

“I get the impression the 
security forces are ready to 
interfere. The array also is 
willing to do this,” he told 
Reuters. 

"It will be very dramatic 
because there are 820 peo- 
ple in (Bayrampasa) prison 
all together. It will be a cat- 
astrophe.” 

Justice Minister Sevket 
Kazan, under intense 
domestic and international 
pressure to resolve the cri- 
sis, has already warned that 
inmates are armed and 
organised and that any 
intervention would result in 
many deaths. 

However, Mr. Kazan 
threatened on Friday to act 
unless the inmates back 
down. “This is our last call. 
I am calling on them for the 
last time to give up their 
action and group execu- 
tions." he told a news con- 
ference. 

Ere an Kanar, head of the 
Istanbul branch of the 
Human Rights Association, 
told Anatolian he had 
offered to mediate in the 
affair. 

"More or less all the peo- 
ple on toe death fast are in 
serious and worsening situ- 


Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

Independent sources said 
heavy fighting was raging 
at Warmahun and Tihsile 
villages on the road to Bal- 
lidogle. Tihsile is about 30 
kilometres east of Balli- 
dogle. 

The sources said each 
side had captured two 
technicals (armed wagons) 
during heavy fighting that 
had left 21 people dead 
and more than 36 wound- 
ed. 

Fighting died down in 
toe Somali capital itself, 
where only light 
exchanges of gunfire were 
heard in toe Medina and 
Bosnia districts, indicating 


due to a bomb explosion 
early Saturday in Atlanta's 
Olympic Park that killed 
two people and wounded 
more than 100, toe 
sources said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Perry was to have 
laid out proposals for 
increasing security fol- 
lowing toe June 25 bomb- 
ing of a U.S. military 
housing complex near 
Dhahran in which 19 
Americans were killed, a 


ation.” said an official with 
toe Human Rights Associa- 
tion in Istanbul. 

The hunger strikers are 
refusing medical treatment. 

The protest has provoked 
outrage from Western allies 
who have in toe past criti- 
cised Turkey's human 
rights record. 

Rights lawyers called for 
resignation of Minister 
Kazan, a member of - the 


toe focus of battles had 
shifted to the Ballidogle 
road. 

Three radio stations 
operating in the capital in 
■support of .rival factional 
leaders have continued to 
broadcast contradictory 
claims over who controls 
toe airport. 

Quoting Gen. Aideed’s 
deputy minister for disar- 
mament and rehabilitation, 
Hassan Mohamed Qalad. 
Radio General Aideed said 
the airport "had never fall- 
en to Ali Mahdi's forces or 
to any other group.” and 
was open for all traffic. 

Qalad said Gen. Aideed's 
government would guaran- 


U.S. military official said 
Thursday. 

Five Americans were 
also killed in the Novem- 
ber bombing of a U.S. 
military training mission 
in the Saudi capital. 

The' Saudi sources said 
no firm date has been set 
for a rescheduled Perry’ 
visit, but noted that it 
could come some time 
next month. 

Mr. Perry' had been 
expected to fly to Riyadh 


Islamist wing of toe coali- 
tion which took office one 
month ago. mid- way 

through the protest. 

“The justice 

minister...must immediately 
step down. He should not 
do this job while people are 
dying in jails.” toe Human 
Rights Association said in a 
statement on Saturday. 

Around 1,000 people, 
including writers and 


tee safety for all its users, 
but admitted that "some 
bandits bad temporarily 
disrupted the smooth run- 
ning of toe airport by 
attacking its vicinity.” 

But Ali Mahdi's Radio 
North Mogadishu and 
RadkvSouth Mogadishu of 
Osman Hassan -Ali Atto. 
Gen. Aideed's former 
fihanciet - ' turned fdfc who 
now beads a faction within 
toe USC/SNA. simultane- 
ously claimed total victory. 

All Mahdi's radio also 
claimed allied forces were 
in full control of Afgoe 
district, 30 kilometres west 
of Mogadishu, a claim 
strongly disputed by truck 


from Australia, where he 
has been talking with 
defence officials. 

Mr. Perry announced 
last week the United 
Stares intends to move 
between 3,000 and 4.000 
troops stationed in north- 
ern Saudi Arabia for mon- 
itoring toe “no-fly zone” 
over southern Iraq as a 
safeguard against more 
possible attacks by terror- 
ists. 

Military officials have 


actors, crowded along 
Istanbul's central Istiklal 
street to protest the hunger 
strike, demanding Mr. 
Kazan solve the problem or 
resign. 

Many of toe protesters 
carried black-and-white 
posters of those who died in 
toe strike. 

“I am ashamed to be part 
of a nation with such a 
state,” a woman told the 


drivers and travellers arriv- 
ing here early Saturday. 

A spokesman for Ali 
Mahdi said toe airport 
would be reopened in the 
next 18 hours after all 
security arrangements 
have been assured, and 
. that their .forces.’ would 
oversee security' for com- - 
mercial planes and passjtf 
gets. 

The spokesman also said 
high airport taxes previ- 
ously- imposed by Gen. 
Aideed will be stopped 
until a broad-based gov- 
ernment has been formed 
in Somalia. 


projected that moving toe 
troops now based near 
Dhahran to more secure 
bases could cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars. The 
Saudis so far have made 
no firm commitment to 
help defray those costs. 

Mr. Perry also had 
planned to travel to 
Kuwait and Bahrain, 
where he was to meet with 
commanders of toe 20,000 
U.S. troops deployed in 
the Gulf region. 


crowd, saying her daughter 
was on hunger strike. 

European Commissioner 
Hans van den Broek wrote 
to Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, uiging her to 
prevent further deaths, in 
what diplomats saw as a 
thinly veiled reminder of 
Ankara's promise to 
improve its rights record in 
exchange for a lucrative 
customs deal with Europe. 


‘S. Arabia 
shuts Sudan 
opposition 

office’ 

v . 

KHARTGUM:CR)^,Saudi- 
Arabia,. Jaas ^hut..down. pr 
Sudanese bpposition office 
in Riyadh and banned all 
activities by opponents of 
Sudan's Islamist-backed 
military government, a 
Khartoum newspaper said 
on Saturday. 

The government-owned 
weekly A1 Nasr said toe 
decision was taken by 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd. 

“The kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia decided to shut 
down toe sole office of the 
Sudanese opposition in 
Riyadh last week and 
banned any activities of toe 
Sudanese opposition,” it 
said. 

Saudi government offi- 
cials could not be reached 
for comment on toe report 

Earlier this year Sudan 
said it expelled Saudi dissi- 
dent Usama Bin Laden, 
accused by Arab and West- 
ern governments of financ- 
ing militants seeking to 
topple the governments of 
Algeria, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Rebel rockets killed at least 
two people in the Afghan 
capital Kabul on Saturday 
as a new U.N. envoy 
arrived in the eastern town 
of Jalalabad to begin a 
peace mission, a Pakistan- 
based Afghan news service 
said. 

At ‘ least three rockets 
fired from toe rebel-con- 
trolled areas south of 
Kabul hit toe diplomatic 
Wazir Akbar Khan district 
and other areas, wounding 
six other people, toe 
Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported. 

Peace envoy Norbert 
HoD earlier flew into toe 
Nangarhar province capital 
Jalalabad, saying he had 
brought no new formula 
for ending the country's 
conflict 

The rocket fire came 
despite an appeal from 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar on Friday to toe 
rebel Taliban Islamic mili- 
tia to halt attacks on Kabul 
and adopt the path of dia- 
logue and understanding. 

“If you want the post of 
prime minister or president 
then you can raise this mat- 
ter on toe conference 
table,” the official Kabul 
radio quoted Mr. Hekraat- 
yar as telling Taliban in a 
speech at a prayer meeting 
at Kabul's Pol-e-Kheshti 
Mosque. 

Mr. Holl, a German 
diplomat, was received by 
local officials as he arrived 
at Jalalabad from toe Pak- 
istani capital Islamabad on 
his first tour after being 
appointed to toe job, AIP 
said. 

It quoted him as telling 
reporters he had brought no 
new formula for peace 


' CAIRO' (AFP) — Resi- 
dents of south Egypt shar- 
ing the name “Haridi” have 
demanded toe banning of a 
comedy tape because of 
“offensive” jokes, toe gov- 
ernment daily A1 Akhbar 
reported Saturday. 

The tape of songs by a 
group of mostly unknown 
singers relates toe romantic 
adventures of a man named 
“Haridi”, a common name 
among “Saidis", toe resi- 
dents of toe “Said”, south 
Egypt- 

A number of people 
named Haridi have written 
to Culture Minister Faruq 
Hasni to protest against toe 
tape, Al Akhbar reported. 

“Saidis” are toe tradition- 
al bun of a vast number of 


among warring Afghan 
factions he is due to meet 
in toe coming days. 

Mr. Holl. who arrived in 
Pakistan oh Tuesday, later 
met Acting Nangarhar 
Governor Mohammad 
Asif. who assured him full 
cooperation in toe peace 
process, AIP said. 

The envoy beads for the 
rebel-besieged Kabul on 
Monday for talks with 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and then goes to 
opposition-ruled northern 
town of Mazar-i -Sharif on 
Wednesday. 

Later he plans to visit toe 
southern town of Kanda- 
har, the headquarters of the 
powerful Taliban militia, 
and Barmy an in central 
Afghanistan, base of toe 
opposition Hezb-i-Wahdat 
faction of toe minority 
Shi’ite Muslims.- 

Mr. Holl succeeds former 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Mestiri, who 
resigned as U.N. envoy in 
May after more than two 
years of abortive efforts to 
forge a settlement. 

He told a news confer- 
ence in Islamabad on 
Thursday that he saw hope 
in some recent develop-, 
meats that could help bring 
peace to Afghanistan. 

He cited a recent peace 
pact between Mr. Rabbani 
and his former rival and 
now Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, a new 
alliance of opposition fac- 
tions led by northern war- 
lord General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum and a new interest 
in toe peace process in toe 
United States and Russia. 


Egyptian jokes depicting 
them as stupid hicks and 
sexual marvels. 

In their letters to the min- 
ister, toe Haridis com- 
plained in particular of one 
song in which toe hero 
Haridi asks in a south 
Egypt accent for a back rub 
saying “Saidi girls are 
known for being tough”. 

One Haridi family has 
raised a court case to win a 
banning of the tape, which 
has made large sales 
throughout the country, the 
paper said. 

State-owned television 
and radio have banned 
since the beginning of toe 
1990s toe broadcast of 
comic monologues and 
jokes knocking Saidis. 


Somali faction fighting leaves 21 dead, 36 wounded 


Perry visit to Saudi postponed by Atlanta bombing 



want government to ban 
‘offensive’ comedy tape 


1 .IORDAN TELEVISION 

| TeL 773W-I9 


PROGRAMME TWO 


1 13:03...-. 

1 !V>S 

.Cartoon — The Mask 


1 19:00 


19:10 

. Olympic Games 

: 22:00 

-News in English 

J 22:15 — 

.Olympic Games 


j PRAYER TIMES 


04:14 

05:43- 

- — .Fajr 

lid** 


16:2* *Asr 

19:41 


21:11 



! ca ches 

■ Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
;Swdfieta. Tel. 310740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

| St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
! Church of the Anmmication 
I Tel. 637440. 

! De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1757. 
Tara Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 

; Armenian Catholic Church Tei. 
1 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

| Tel. 775261. 

| St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 

| Amman International Church 

• Tel. 652526 


TIMES 



Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 11295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Relative warm weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 3-4 
degrees centigrade above average 
and winds northwesterly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate to active, and seas chop- 

py- 


Amman. 


MinJMax. temp. 

- -4/36 

l - 28/40 

Deserts 22/40 


Jordan Valley,, 




.28/40 


Yesterday’s high -temperatures: 
Amman 36.’ Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 36 per cent, 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHTDUXY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Wisam Hzayyin .748563 

Dr. Munther A1 QrainL..... .779959 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyim~..6201 15 

Firas pharmacy 661 912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy' 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy -..623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276852 

AI Quds pharmacy’ ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 992991 

Khaliftb pharmacy - 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre— .63711 1 

Civil Defence Department — jfi61Ul 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. — ..199 

Rescue Mice— 192, 621 1 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade...... -...61710! 

Blood Bank..- 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police — 896390 

Public Security Dept.— 630321 

Hotel Complaints— 605800 

Price Complaints- 66 1 1 76 


Waer & Sewaagt Canpfcwis J897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

... 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. — 661101 

Jordan Television ...7731 11 

Radio Jordan ... .774111 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Aba Inti. Airpon 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —.813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity....-'— 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital —669131 

University Hospital 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -£67227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali — 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali - .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen .'...777101/3 

Al-Bashtr. .-..775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital -674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery — 865199 


ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al hfikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Tbn Al Nafees Hospital 

- (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ J information 
department cu the Queen Alia 
International Airpon Tel. 
[08)53200-5, when; it should 
always be ■ verified, information on 
other flights am be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:15 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 - Lamaca (RJ) 

10:05 Riyadh (RJ) 


10:10 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

1030 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:05 .New York (RJ) 

16:55— Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 

18:00 .Paris (RJ) 

18:25 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:15 -Athens (RJ) 

19:25 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 Madrid, Geneva i RJ ) 

19:45 .—Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:30 ..Tunis 

(RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

21:15 RomefRJ) 

01:10 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06-JO...'. -Tel Aviv (LY) 

12:30 — Doha (Q7) 

13:40 - Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Moscow (SU) 

16 JO — Dubai (EK) 

20-35 Cairo (MS) 

21:10 - -Beirut (ME) 

22:15 London, Beirut (BA i 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

2330 Athens (OAj 

01:20 ...Amsterdam, Beirut (KLt 
02-30 Belgrade (GU) 

Royal Wings IRW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

19:45. - .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


zsnssatnii&jlA 

06:10 Madrid /RJ) 

06:35 Beirut (RT) 

0930 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 .Tunis 

( RJ) 

12:00 — Vienna (RJ) 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

1230 Already New Yodc(RJ) 

- Rome (RJ) 

1330 — - Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London iRJi 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21=20 — New Delhi (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJj 

2230 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai /RJ) 

22:45 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:50 -...-Bangkok (RT) 

23:45 — Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:40 ...... — London (KJ) 

°7:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

09:15 London 

(BA) 

12:00 - Sanaa (TY) 

14:30 Doha(GF) 

16:05 JWosrow (SU) 

21:25 .Cairo (MS) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

0330 -Belgrade (GUj 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:00 IstanbulfnC) 

07:45 -Beirut, London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Amman (arriving at Marka 
Airpon from QAlAj (RW) 

2030 Aqaba (RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 1 

i 

i 

Dep. Amman — SIX' am evray Monday : 
Art Damascus — 500 pm evoy Monday : 
D^x Damascus — 7:30amewny Sundry j 
Arc An u i ic« i S00 pm every Sunday . 

MARKET pricks 


Upperflower price in fib per fcg. 


Apple 

: 

Banana. - riontfflfl 

Banana (mnkhanumr) ..-520/520 

Banana (imported) .800/600 

Cubage J7W280 

Carrot 1«M0 ! 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) .... 

240/150 

180/100 

Cucumber (small).., 

320/180: 

Eggplant- 

210/140 ; 

Garlic 

650/400 

Grapes 

... 480/350 

Lemon 

600/400 ! 

Marrow (large).... 

75(yi® i 

Marrow (small) .- 

.400/250 1 

Mulukhiah 

J3Q/S0i 

Onion (drv) ...._ 

tWM) 

Okra 

Orange 

-700/400! 

450/300 ' 

Pea. 

K2IV4O0 

Peach _ 

.—720500 : 

Pear — 

700/500 ; 

Pepper (hot) 

320/200 ■ 

Pepper (sweet) _. 

3QQ/200 

Potato 

TXW20 ' 

String Bean 

Sweet melon 

Tomato 

620/400, 

210/140 

J2O0O ! 


Watermelon UtfW j 
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perfonnance by the Lebanese Caracale dance 

kM?nrIb ? f Cw ? ha * e at the h,stonc Roman city of Jerash July 27. 
caracale is part of the two week cultural festival which includes over 200 activities 

(Reuters photo) *"* 8rtiStS from *** MdiUe East, Europe and the Americas 


Study suggests new laws to 
upgrade transport sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — A team 
of Jordanian experts Satur- 
day presented the Ministry 
of Transport with a study 
on ways to promote trans- 
port and trade in Jordan, 
and between Jordan and 
other Arab countries with a 
view towards drafting leg- 
islation that would prevent 
monopoly in the transport 
sector and guarantee free 
competition among trans- 
portation companies. 

The study which was pre- 
sented to Minister of Trans- 
port Naser Lawzi at a meet- 
ing Saturday also recom- 
mended that the draft law 
include regulations on the 
use of roads, the establish- 
ment of a main terminal for 
trucks ig Agrarian, andufley 
to guide tr^sport opettftrbir 
within the country. 

The study suggested that 
Jordan modernise its trans- 
portation sector in order to 
conform with modern 
European specifications 
and standards. 

Also, it underlined the 
importance of clear instruc- 
tions which should be given 
to transportation companies 
on the safe transportation of 
dangerous materials and 
perishable goods, as well as 



Nasser Lawzi 

other procedures for trucks 
specialising in the trans- 
portation of industrial 
materials. 

^ Jn_q.siatemcnt , Mn Lawzi. 

..said ; that the -Ministry of 
Transport had retained the 
team to conduct the study 
in order to find ways to 
modernise the transporta- 
tion system and facilitate 
the exchange of trade. 

He added that the study 
was necessary because of 
the on-going political and 
economic developments in 
the Middle East region, and 
the impact of such changes 
on the transport sector cit- 
ing as an example the Jor- 


danian-Israeli transport 
agreement as a major 
development in this area. 

To maximise the benefits 
of transport and trade in 
this region, he said, Jordan 
has to take appropriate 
measures to rehabilitate and 
invigorate the transport sec- 
tor, and has to modernise its 
fleet of vehicles, especially 
trucks. 

Mr. Lawzi also stressed 
the importance of upgrad- 
ing and modernising laws 
governing the transport sec- 
tor, and introducing guide- 
lines that will help promote 
transportation as well as 
ensure public safety. 

Abdullah labour, director 
of the ministry’s transporta- 
, tion department, said at- the 
meeting that the study con- 
tained analysis of die road 
situation and transportation 
problems in Jordan, and 
presented the ministry with 
a set of recommendations 
in order to deal with them. 

By improving the trans- 
port sector, be said, Jordan 
is certain to increase its 
benefit from trade 
exchanges and import- 
export operations within 
the Arab region and 
beyond. 


Yemeni environment officials to 
study wildlife reserves in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) will 
today open a five-day training sem i nar at 
the Dana Wildlife Reserve for a team of 
officials employed by the Yemeni Environ- 
ment Protection Council. 

The seminar participants will be lectured 
by a British expert on principles and proce- 
dures involved in the creation of wildlife 
reserves and how to select appropriate sites, 
according to RSCN Director Khaled Irani. 

Mr. Irani said the team members will tour 
the five other reserves managed by the 
RSCN in the Kingdom, and thus, will get a 
first-hand look at the development and 
administration of several reserves. 

He said the RSCN is currently bolding 
another seminar for 15 people from the 
Palestine self-rule areas in addition to 
another Yemeni group currently attending 
a training workshop at the RSCN in 
Amman. 


He said that the RSCN was ready to 
extend a helping hand to any other Arab 
country planning to create wildlife reserves 
in order to inspire the spread of plant life, 
save endangered animals, and help to pro- 
tect the enviroment from pollution. 

The RSpN operates wildlife reserves at 
Azraq, Shomari, Wadi $ujt&'2uT>iya, Rum 
and Dana through which the society hopes 
to protect indigenous species in their natur- 
al habitat, develop projects to preserve the 
fauna and flora of Jordan, reintroduce 
endangered and locally extinct species, and 
help to prevent environmental pollution 
among other objectives. 

According to Mr. Irani, the Yemeni team 
which arrived in Amman Saturday will 
spend ten extra days in the Kingdom after 
taking part in the Dana seminar in order to 
visit other areas of interest. 


Scientific Day’ calls for measures 

for environmental protection 


AMMAN (Petra) — At 
“Scientific Day” organised 
by the JorJ-inian Society 
for Combating Desertifica- 
tion Saturday its partici- 
pants suggested several 
measures to spread public 
awareness of the impor- 
tance of protecting the 
environment, especially to 
trees which are vulnerable 
to climatic and environ- 
mental changes. 

A statement drafted Iasi 
week by the organisers of 
the event, in cooperation 
with the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) and 
the Jordanian Contractors 
Assoriaton , called for 
joint efforts by the public 
and private sectors includ- 


ing special chapters in 
school and university text- 
books to educate students 
on the value of protecting 
trees. 

They also suggested 
marking a national day to 
promote public concern 
for the problem of deserti- 
fication and appealed to 
Parliament to enact laws to 

ensure forest protection. 

The statement also asked 
Mosque preachers to 
exhort worshippers to take 
active steps in protecting 
the country’s forests and 
called on the Ministry of 
Agriculture to work 
towards securing funas 
from international organ- 
isastions to finance forest- 


protection projects. 

The statement also criti- 
cised the continual 
encroachment of construc- 
tion projects on agricultur- 
al lands. 

To solve this problem, it 
urged the ministry and 
other concerned depart- 
ments to adopt the idea of 
creating “green belts” 
around Jordanian towns 
and suggested the idea of 
imposing a one-fils extra 
charge on each electricity 
bill to raise sufficient 
funds to green the badia 
regions and stem desertifi- 
cation. 


Joint Jordanian-Israeli water panel 
proceeding in ‘right direction’ — official 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Rejecting 
local press reports claiming 
that questions still exist 
about some articles in 
Annex II of the peace treaty 
on “water related issues,” 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Qussay Quteisbat 
declared that tire works of 
the joint committee in 
charge of identifying addi- 
tional sources of water as 
provided for by the Jordan- 
ian-Israeli peace treaty are 
“proceeding in the right 
direction.” 

Stressing that the works 
of the Jordanian-Israeli 6- 
member main steering 
comminee and of all the 
subcommittees on water are 
still “on-going,” Mr. 
Quteishat denied that the 
Israeli side is not being 
cooperative and, warning 
against easy criticisms and 
speculations, said that “the 
final solution to the water 


problem can not be 
achieved overnight" 

The report published 
Thursday by Arabic daily 
A1 Rai, claimed that Israel 
was guilty of [he non- 
implementation of some 
articles in Annex II of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty calling on the two 
parties to cooperate in find- 
ing sources for the supply- 
to Jordan of an 'additional 
quantity of 50 million cubic 
metres (mem) a year of 
potable water. 

Rejecting the report, 
according to which “the 
Israeli side in the water 
committee called on Jordan 
to look for sources within 
Jordanian boundaries to 
provide the additional 50 
mcm per year of potable 
water in question,” Mr. 
Quteishat stressed that “the 
joint committee has so far 
worked hard for the imple- 
mentation of the treaty, 
within the limits of logistic 
impediments." 

Though Mr. Quteishat 


would not elaborate any 
further, he might have 
referaed to the works of 
construction of the infra- 
structures for the fit]] 
implementation of the 
agreement, such as dams, 
pipelines, and destination 
plants, which are still under 
way. 

Minister of Information 
-i Marwan Muasber was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Saturday as 
telling high school students 
leaving Amman for a peace 
camp in the U.S. that “Jor- 
dan is still awaiting the 
implementation of Israel's 
commitment to pump water 
to Jordan despite the lapse 
of one and a half years from 
the signing of the peace 
treaty.” 

Apart from the additional 
50 mcm per year of water 
“from additional sources to 
be identified and agreed 
upon within one year from 
the date of effectiveness of 
the treaty,” the peace agree- 
ment also secured for Jor- 


dan a water share in both 
the Yaimouk and the Jordan 
rivers. 

According to Article 3 of 
the Common Agenda for 
bilateral negotiations with 
Israel, calling for “securing 
the rightful shares of the 
two sides” and “searching 
for ways to alleviate short- 
age,” Jordan’s water share 
the jYarmouk. River 
should go up 'from an year- 
ly average of 120 m cm , 
depending on rainfall, to 
215 mcm, with an increase 
of 95 mcm a year obtain- 
able by recovering 45 mcm 
of water from Israeli use 
and by storing 50 mcm of 
water in the new Karameh 
Dam, still under construc- 
tion. 

Jordan's share in the Jor- 
dan River waters, non-exis- 
tem before the peace treaty, 
was instead supposed to 
total 70 mcm per year, of 
which 10 mcm would be 
obtained through desalina- 
tion of basin springs and 60 
mcm from floods in dams 


on the river and off-flood 
flows. 

Though Annex II called 
on the joint water commit- 
tee to develop “within one 
year from the entry into 
force of the treaty a plan for 
the supply to Jordan of the 
above mentioned additional 
waier” 18 months have 
lapsed since the agreement 
was signed, in Oct. 1994.. 
and the joint committee has 
not forwarded to the respec- 
tive governments any plan. 

Jordan’s pre-treaty situa- 
tion, with only about 975 
mcm of water available in 
1993, was far below the 
water-poverty-line, marked 
by the minimum per capita 
yearly consumption of 
1,000 cubic metres. 

When fully implemented, 
the peace treaty should 
allow Jordan to receive 
additional 215 mcm of 
water annually, with an 
increase of about 30 per 
cent in the country's renew- 
able wnter resources before 
the tr 


Self-monitory 
ECG device 
enters Jordan 
market 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With the 
launch of a new service 
which will allow cardiac 
patients to conduct their 
Electrocardiogram 
(ECG) , on their own 
wherever they are and 
send' it via telephone to a 
receiving station where 
doctors specialised in 
ECG interpretation will 
be available 24 hours a 
day, tele-medicine drops 
anchor in Jordan. 

According to doctors at 
the Heartbeat Centre, 
this new service “will 
provide the psychologi- 
cal support that no car- 
diac patient can have 
enough of” and, knowing 
that they can rely on 24 
hour medical care and 
supervision, the patients 
and their relatives wiD be 
relieved of a great 
amount of stress. 

Using a small portable 
electronic device work- 
ing on a 9-volt battery, 
the patient can send 
her/his cardiogram via 
telephone to the receiv- 
ing station for telephonic 
transmitted EQG, just 
putting the device on the 
mouthpiece of the tele- 
phone. 

Cardiovascular disease 
is the number one killer 
in Jordan, accounting for 
more deaths than all 
other medical causes 
combined. 

Stressing the impor- 
tance of the new system, 
which allows ECG read- 
ing during pain, and 
therefore increases the 
possibilities of an accu- 
rate diagnosis, General 
Manager of Heartbeat 
Khalil Zayaddin said that 
the service, first 
launched in 1994, has 
proven so far very suc- 
cessful the countries 
where it has been adopt- 
ed. 

According to Dr. 
Zayaddin the device 
could be useful to com- 
panies and tour agents, 
who are responsible for 
the welfare of large num- 
bers of people of aD 
ages. 

Confronted with the 
argument that such a 
device is far out of the 
reach of the average Jor- 
danian patient. Heartbeat 
said it is addressing gov- 
ernment institutions to 
subsidise it to those in 
need. 


Ministry considers regional division of Kingdom 


IRBID (J.T.) — During a 
meeting in the northern city 
of Irbid Saturday, two minis- 
ters told senior officials of 
the area that while the gov- 
ernment plans to equally dis- 
tribute the number of gover- 
norates over the country’s 
northern, central and south- 
ern regions, it was also look- 
ing at brining local munici- 
palities under single roofs 
much in the same way that 
the Greater Amman Munici- 
pality is structured. 

According to Minister of 
the Interior Awad Khleifat, 
regional division would 
allow . for better, integrated 
study on developing water, 
health, road network, and 
public services for the three 
major areas as well as help 
in fighting off desertifica- 
tion. 

Dr. Khleifat urged officials 
to present to the government 
what they see as their urgent 
priorities so that these would 
be worked on soon. 

“We hope through this 
plan to be able to give equal 
attention to each of the three 
regions in Jordan without 
favouring one over the 
other,” be added 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Abdul Razzak 
Ibbeishat told the meeting 
that “the only means for 
developing the municipali- 
ties is by uniting them so 
thus putting them in a better 
position with more financial 



Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs Abdul Razzak Tbbeishat and Minister of 
Interior Awad Khleifat meet with senior official in Irbid and discuss the government’s 
plans to equally distribute the number of governorates in the country according to 
regional divisions (Petra photo) 


resources to provide public 
services” 

‘The new municipalities 
law has empowered the 
Council of Ministers to 
merge two or more neigh- 
bouring municipalities or 
village councils when 
deemed necessary in order 
to improve the quality of ser- 
vices to die local communi- 
ties," added the minister. 

He said the government 
will select a few municipali- 


ties as the first step in the 
unification process- 
At Saturday’s meeting 
which was held to review 
integrated projects for the 
governorates of Jerash, 
Irbid, Mafraq and Ajloun, 
attendees talked about pro- 
tecting the environment, 
problems of poor sewerage 
systems, factory pollution, 
distribution of state-owned 
lands, laying more railways 
in the region and the build- 


ing of an airport in northern 
Jordan. 

Dr. Khleifat announced the 
formation of a committee 
comprised of the four gover- 
nors of the region apd repre- 
sentatives of Yarmouk Uni- 
versity, Jordan University of 
Science and Technology and 
the AL al Bayt University to 
study development issues 
and using as an example the 
Greater Amman Municipali- 
ty 
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Muasher: Jerusalem 
capital of Palestine, 
Israel 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher said on Saturday that 
“Jordan does not call for the 
partition of the city of 
Jerusalem but rather (for the 
Holy City) to serve as the' 
capital for two states: Pales- 
tine and Israel.” 

In remarks to a group of 20 
students from the Baccalaure- 
ate School preparing to partic- 
ipate in the “seeds of peace" 
camp in the state of Maine in 
the U.S. on Aug. 18. the min- 
ister said that “peace will not 
be just if no solution to the 
Jerusalem question was found 
because the city is considered 
sacred to all the monotheistic 
religions." 

The 20 Jordanian students, 
aged 14-16, will be participat- 
ing in the camp's activities 
with students from Egypt, 
Israel Kuwait, Qatar. Moroc- 
co, Palestine and the U.S. 

In reply to another question 
by the students the minister 
said :“Jordan condemns all 
acts of terrorism which target 
civilians regardless of their 
nationality." 

. Asked why only a limited 
number of Jordanians visit 
Israel, the minister said that 
Jordanians awaited progress 
on the Palstinian-Israeli track. 

Also discouraging is“the 
time needed for obtaining a 
visa" to Israel, he said. 
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4 World News 


dues: 



Angry supporters of ousted Indonesian Democratic Party (PDD leader Megawati Sukarnoputri set a fire in the 
street after riot police took over the party’s headquarters Saturday. At least twenty people were injured and the 
headquarters badly damaged after being pelted with stones and raolotov cocktails (Reuters photo) 

Jakarta police raid on opposition 
headquarters ends in mass riots 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A vio- 
lent police raid on the head- 
quarters of an opposition 
party led ro widespread 
riots across Jakarta 
Saturday, with tens of thou- 
sands of taking to the 
streets, some setting fire to 
buses and buildings. 

Hundreds of not police 
and members of a break- 
away faction of the opposi- 
tion Indonesian Democracy 
Party (PDI) stormed the 
party’s headquarters early 
in the day. leaving 87 
injured by officiai counts. 

Officers smashed down 
the front gate, set fire to 
banners -and forcibly 
removed supporters of oust- 
ed party leader Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, who had been 
holed up in the building for 
more than a month. 

The government has 
recognised a breakaway 
faction of the party as the 
PDFs legitimate new lead- 
ers, but Megawati's faction 
— saying it was still the 
party's legitimate leader- 
ship — had defiantly con- 
tinued to occupy the head- 
quarters. 

Megawati, the daughter of 
Indonesia's founding presi- 
dent, Sukarno, is widely 
regarded as one of the few 
people who could seriously 
challenge incumbent 
President Suharto, 75. in 


1998 elections. 

After authorities turned 
over the headquarters to the 
breakaway PDI faction, 
crowds of Megawati sup- 
porters. who chanted and 
cheered Megawati all after- 
noon, swelled to tens of 
thousands. 

At 2.30 p.m. (0730 GMT) 
the Jakarta military 
Commander Lieutenant 
Colonel Jule EfFendi 
ordered his troops to dis- 
perse the crowds, a PDI 
official said. 

Witnesses said scores 
were injuredrin the ensuing 
charge after which authori- 
ties chased protesters down 
streets. 

The charge sparked riot- 
ing by youths angered by 
the morning's raid. 

At least six buildings 
were set alight in the 
Salemba area of central 
Jakarta, including a depart- 
ment of agriculture build- 
ing. military dormitory' and 
two car showrooms. 

One group of youths 
drove a car from a Toyota 
showroom out onto the 
street, crashed it into a pole 
and set it alight, a witness 
said. 

Thousands of youths ran- 
sacked the buildings and set 
fire to furniture and other 
office equipment, leaving 
debris and smoke billowins 


onto the roads. 

One onlooker said there 
were not enough military 
personnel in the area to con- 
trol the youths, despite the 
despatch of 14 truckloads of 
troops as well as armoured 
personnel carriers that 
sprayed an liquid irritant 
onto the rioters. 

Bank Swan sarin do 
International and Bank 
Maya Raga were also par- 
tially set ablaze and badly 
damaged by thrown rocks. 

Military’ personnel had 
earlier fled the area, which 
is close tojthe PDT head-i 
quarferi>:‘ ; ' 4 ' • 

“Iris likfe *4 war zone'dut-, 
here. JaSHrta hasn't' 'seen 
anything like this for a long 
time,” said one long-term 
resident. 

At the height of the riot- 
ing, hundreds of people 
were chased by police into 
railway station near the PDI 
office. Others took shelter 
in mosques and the offices 
of the legal aid institute. 

Three truckloads of spe- 
cial forces armed with auto- 
matic rifles — about 100 
troops total — were sent as 
reinforcements to the most 
violent area late Saturday. 

As night fell, all of central 
Jakarta was shut off to traf- 
fic, though police cars and 
police helicopters continued 
to patrol the area. 


Thousands of military 
personnel have been 
deployed across the city of 
more than 10 million, espe- 
cially in the centre and near 
the presidential palace. 

Figures for the total num- 
ber of injured were not 
immediately available. 

An AFP photographer and 
an American diplomat were 
among those hurt in the 
afternoon police charge. 

Ed McWilliams, a politi- 
cal attache at the U.S. 
embassy, was hit when he 
..pied tp stop, soldiers from 
beating a woman. 

... Megawati was ousted as 
PDI leader by tbe break- 
away faction at a rebel party 
congress last month that 
was held with the backing 
of the government and the 
military. 

Suryadi, has been recog- 
nised as the party's leader 
by Suharto. 

However. Megawati's 
faction has launched a 
series of lawsuits in hopes 
that courts will declare its 
ouster illegal. 

The PDI is one of only 
three legally recognised 
parties in Indonesia, so 
Megawati's removal from 
party leadership has been 
seen as a bid to shut her out 
of electoral politics. 


Australia neutral in U.S.-Ghali campaign 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia 
took u hands-off approach 
on Saturday to the U.S. 
campaign to replace 
Boutros Ghali as United 
Nations secretary general. 

“Australia wouldn't play a 
very active role in this mat- 
ter. We're not standing in 
the way of Boutros Ghali's 
candidacy." Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer told reporters. 

He spoke at a news con- 
ference with U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
and the Australian and U.S. 


defence ministers that con- 
cluded two days of talks in 
which both sides hailed 
their bilateral security rela- 
tionship and stressed com- 
mon views on most issues. 

U.S. officials said Mr. 
Christopher had explained 
to the Australians why the 
Americans want to replace 
Dr. Ghali after a single four- 
year term. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has argued a top-level 
change is needed so the 
U.N. can lead in the next 
century. 


The Americans say only a 
new secretary general will 
be able to push through 
much-needed reforms that 
will give the U.N. more 
credibility, make its opera- 
tion more efficient and stem 
flagging support for the 
world body in the United 
States. 

The administration 
offered to support Dr. Ghali 
for another year, if he 
agreed to step down at that 
time. 

But the secretary general, 
in a public challenge to the 


U.N.'s most influential 
member, rejected the offer 
and announced plans to run 
for another full four-year 
term. 

So far, few countries have 
publicly endorsed the U.S. 
position. 

U.S. officials told Reuters 
they have had to persuade 
many countries — who 
believe the U.S. view might 
change after the November 
election — that the admin- 
istration is serious about 
replacing Dr. Ghali when 
his term ends in December. 
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Rebels, Russians resume 
contacts in Chechenya 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
The warring sides in 
Chechenya held direct con- 
tacts on Saturday for the 
first time since an upsurge 
in fighting shattered a 
ceasefire agreed before 
Russia’s presidential elec- 
tion. 

Russian and Chechen 
rebel representatives met to 
discuss how to proceed with 
an exchange of prisoners 
under an agreement which 
has been in doubt since 
fighting worsened days 
after Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin won a second 
term on July 3. 

Rebel representative 
Khasbek Makashev and 
Russian Colonel Alexander 
Pilipenko agreed in princi- 
ple on tee necessary steps 
for further prisoner 
exchanges. said Tim 
GuldUnann. tee Swiss 
diplomat who helped medi- 
ate the pre-election deal. 

“This is tee first direct 
meeting which took place 
with regard to one area of 
tee agreement,” said Mr. 
Gufdimann. head of the 
mediating mission of tee 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) in the Chechen 
capital Grozny. 

He hoped a meeting of 
rival military commanders 


which he is trying to 
arrange would take place 
early next week. 

Protesters tried for a sec- 
ond day running to march in 
Grozny in protest at tee 
presence of Russian troops 
in Chechenya. 

But police blocked off all 
entrances to tee centre of 
Grozny, stopping people 
from gathering. The police 
had fired in the air to break 
up a crowd which gathered 
on Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent troops to 
tee mountainous southern 
region in December 1994 to 
try to crush tee separatists. 
The Russians are still trying 
to root out tee last rebel 
fighters and more than 
30,000 people have already 
been killed in the conflict. 

Agreements reached in 
late May and early June, 
allowing for a troop with- 
drawal and disarmament of 
the rebels, have stalled. In 
tee latest fighting, tee 
Russians have launched air 
raids on villages where 
Moscow say rebels are still 
holding out. 

The Russian troop pres- 
ence is a sore point for all 
Chechens, whether or not 
they support tee rebels. 

Chechenya is dotted with 
Russian checkpoints. 
Soldiers sometimes fire 


over tee heads of civilians 
and have been accused of 
taking bribes and treating 
local people brutally. 

A Russian armoured per- 
sonnel carrier leading a mil- 
itary column ran over and 
killed a woman in central 
Grozny on Saturday. 

A driver who saw the inci- 
dent informed the Chechen 
police, who chased and 
stopped tee column at tee 
outskirts of town. The sol- 
diers involved were handed 
over to military police. 

The driver told Reuter 
cameraman Arbi 

Zubairaiyev that the col- 
umn, comprising two 
armoured personnel earners 
and a truck packed with sol- 
diers. had been speeding 
through the crowded streets 
without regard for what was 
in its way. 

The troops were to have 
been withdrawn by tbe 
beginning of September 
under the pre-election 
agreement but heavy fight- 
ing broke out a week after 
tee election. 

Since teen. Russian heli- 
copter gunships and 
artillery have pounded vil- 
lages in tee mountains to 
the south of tee region and 
rebels have attacked 
Russian checkpoints. 


U.N. 

condemns 
shooting 
down of 
Cuban exiles’ 
planes 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Security Council on 
Friday condemned hoot- 
ing down by Cuban . -MiGs 
last Februaiy of two unarmed 
light planes flown by Miami- 
based Cuban exiles. 

Tbe U.S.-sponsored resolu- 
tion said this violated the 
principle that weapons must 
not be used against civil air- 
craft in flight The vote was 
13 in favour and none 
against, with abstentions by 
China and Russia. 

The resolution was a fol- 
low-up to a report by the 
Montreal-based International 
Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) which found the 
Cessna aircraft were 
destroyed by air-to-air mis- 
siles nine and 10 nautical 
miles, respectively, outside 
Cuban airspace and not 
inside, as Havana had 
claimed. The report also said 
tee planes did not receive 
proper warning. The four 
crew were killed. 

The aircraft belonged to tee 
Miami-based organisation 
Brothers to the Rescue, which 
helps Cubans trying to reach 
tee United States on boats 
and rafts and has sometimes 
violated Cuban airspace. Tbe 
council resolution, which 
endorsed tbe conclusions of 
the ICAO report, “condemns 
tee use of weapons against 
civil aircraft in flight as being 
incompatible with elemen- 
tary considerations of human- 
ity” and tee rules of custom- 
ary international law, and 
called on Cuba to join other 
states in complying. 


U.S. Senate clears foreign aid , more Korean funds 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 

Senate on Friday voted to cut 
tec U.S. foreign aid budget 
after agreeing to impose sanc- 
tions on Burma if political 
repression increases and 
approving more aid to help 
North Korea end its nuclear 
programme. 

The Senate passed tee SI 2.2 
billion Foreign aid budget on a 
vote of 97-3. less than tee 
SI 2.4 billion spent last year 
and $700 million below 
President Bill Clinton’s 
request. The aid budget has 
fallen by 50 per cent since 
1984. 

Faced with threats that 
North Korea would back out 
of its agreement to freeze its 
nuclear weapons programme, 
the Senate doubled tee U.S. 
purchase of heavy ftiel oil for 
North Korea to S25 million 
from SI 2 million. The vote 


was 73-27. 

Secretary of Stare Warren 
Christopher had warned that 
Mr. Clinton might veto the 
entire foreign aid bill unless 
the foU $25 million for the 
Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation 
I KEDO) was approved. 

Final approval of KEDO 
funding may be difficult to 
achieve given strong opposi- 
tion in the House. Republican 
Sen. Mitch McConnnell of 
Kentucky told reporters. His 
subcommittee wrote tee 
Senate's foreign aid bill. 

Mr. McConnell, the driving 
force behind economic sanc- 
tions on Burma, said tee 
Senate vote for a less stringent 
sanctions bill sought by the 
White House was “better than 
nothing." But he chided the 
administration for what he 
said was “absolutely no indi- 


cation of interest in Burma.” 

The Senate plan would 
direct the president to force 
U.S. investors out of Burma if 
repression increases or if pro- 
democracy leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi is arrested, exiled or 
harmed. But he could waive 
sanctions if it were in the U.S. 
national security interest 

U.S. aid to Burma, which is 
zero now. would be banned 
unless it is for humanitarian 
purposes or if the Burmese 
regime starts cooperating in 
narcotics interdiction efforts. 

Suu Kyi has urged interna- 
tional sanctions but Asian 
nations have responded that 
they would be counterproduc- 
tive. 

The European Parliament is 
on record in favour of eco- 
nomic sanctions and some 
companies including Pepsico. 
Heineken. Amoco and 


Carisbeig have pulled out of 
Burma. 

Mr. McConnell told 
reporters he was determined to 
press for a mandatory ban on 
U.S. investment "I assure you 
I am not going away until 
SLORC (Burma’s ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council) goes away,” he said. 
His next action could come 
later this year or on next year's 
foreign aid bill. 

Mr. Christopher phoned Mr. 
McConnell from Asia urging 
him to back down on his strict 
sanctions. Mr. McConnell 
attributed the defeat of his plan 
to White House opposition 
and heavy lobbying by Unocal 
and Texaco, which have large 
investments in tee area. 

An aide to tee senator said 
total U.S. investment in the 
country from 1989-1994 was 
$213 million. 


In the full $12.2 billion for- 
eign aid bill. Israel and Egypt 
are again the two largest recip- 
ients of U.S. aid with a total of 
$5 billion in economic and 
military assistance. Money is 
also set out for the states of tbe 
former Soviet Union — $640 
million, of which $225 million 
goes to Ukraine. 

It bars aid to Mexico unless 
tee government moves to 
prosecute drug kingpins. The 
1996 level was $35 million. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, who 
holds an influential position on 
tee appropriations panel, 
called for a major review of 
U.S. foreign aid next year He 
expressed concern teat the 
decline in foreign aid would 
diminish U.S. influence in for- 
eign affairs and give other 
countries, especially Japan, an 
opportunity to move into for- 
eign markets. 


Opposition march in 
Belarus capital draws 
up to 15,000 people 


MINSK (AFP) — Up to 
15.000 people chanting slo- 
gans against President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
marched through tee Belarus 
capital Minsk Saturday in an 
. independence day demonstra- 
tion called by tee opposition. 

1 TRP inarch,- n Wm6h”'was 
authorised by the government, 
ended peacefully after a meet- 
ing outside tee city’s sports 
palace. 

Police were out in force for 
the march, called to mark tee 
sixth anniversary of tee 
Belarus independence decla- 
ration. 

No violent incidents were 
reported. 

Tbe march was called by 
three major opposition move- 
ments — tee Social 
Democratic Party, tee Liberal 
Party and tee Nationalist 
Popular Front 

Marchers shouted “down 
with Lukashism," “indepen- 
dence,” and “president traitor, 
resign," protesting at 
Lukashenko's authoritarian 
and pro-Russian policies. 

There were also calls for 
political prisoners to be freed. 

The red-and- white flags of 
independent Belarus were 
prominent in the march, in 


defiance of a decree by 
Lukashenko to restore the 
republic's Soviet-era flag. 

Since vanning election by a 
landslide in the summer of 
1994, Lukashenko has sought 
to muzzle the opposition and 
restore close ties with Russia. 

HoweleV. unlike Russia, the 
Republic has been slow to 
implement market reforms. 

Popular front demonstra- 
tions in April and May against 
Lukashenko's rapprochement 
with Russia were broken up 
violently by security forces 
and there were numerous 
arrests of opposition activists 
and journalists. 

At the political meeting 
which ended Saturday's 
demonstration Liberal Party 
leader Stanislav 

Bogdankievich told tee 
crowd: “Our people some- 
times make mistakes and they 
elected someone who cannot 
guide teem on tee right path.” 

“I urge you to defend 
Belarus against dictatorship,” 
he said 

Leonid Borshevsky. deputy 
leader of tee Popular Front, 
said: “People are now uniting 
to resist tee totalitarian 
regime." 


Japan city struggling 
to combat secondary 
bacterial infection 


TOKYO (AFP) — Doctors 
fighting Japan’s worst post- 
war food poisoning outbreak 
were struggling to combat 
secondary infections as tee 
illness, largely confined to 
children, was beginning to 
show up in adults, officials 
said Saturday. 

Of 2383 people recently 
tested for tee potentially fatal 
colon bacteria. 92, or 3.9 per 
cent, showed evidence of 
infection, though not all of 
them were sick, said on offi- 
cial in Sakai, a suburb of tee 
western city of Osaka. 

Some of them were adults 
and doctors feared they could 
unknowingly spread the 
bacillus, known as O-l 57. 

‘The test result indicates 
tee danger teat adults cany 
the 0-157 without being 
aware of the infection ... They 
can cause secondary infec- 
tions.” the city official said 

“Sakai city will continue 
calling on residents not to 
hesitate to have medical 
examinations, while handing 
out leaflets warning against 
the infection," he said 

The city has also closed 
down its four swimming 
pools, had school teachers 


visit homes of their students 
personally to check any 
symptoms of illness, and 
offered financial assistance to 
get antibiotics and other med- 
ical treatments. 

Train station operators in 
the area started srerilising 
stools and other toilet facili- 
ties in a bid to help prevent a 
further spread 

Forty-eight people were 
seriously ill with tee infection 
in Salmi as of Saturday 
evening, down from 61 late 
Friday. Of these. 3 8 were list- 
ed as being critical, down 
from 25. officials Said 

The total number of victims 
as of Saturday evening was 
6,487 people, up 14 from a 
day earlier, with new cases 
found among families of ini- 
tial victims. A total of 480 
people are still in hospital. 

Three people have died in 
the outbreak in tee past two 
weeks. 

A nationwide Sushi chain 
operator has boosted the alco- 
hol content of its disinfection 
liquid used ar stores from 50 
per cent to 76 per cent, while 
requiring chefs to wear plas- 
tic gloves, a store manager 
said 6 


1st homosexual 
Briton allowed ^ 
to adopt child 



LONDON (AFP) — A 

A S N • 

• 1 t *• 

j $ 

court in Scotland has for 

f 

; t. AflPfl! 

the first time granted per- 


j f % 

mission for a homosexual 


j 

man to adopt a child. The 


Times reported Saturday. 

!*•&! 

The Edinburgh court of 

Sf.|l ’ 

r r j a 

j rtagHtfl 

appeal overturned a ruling 

d 

I 

i 

by a lower court which 


! 

had declared the adoption 


i 

of tee child by a 34-year- 

. . _ * 

i 1 

old male nurse illegal. The 

i V : 

court ruled that nothing in 


i *3*4 *= 

British law forbids the 


1 ttiGbat ? 

adoption of a child by a 


j ***** , 

gay man or woman indi-^ 


1 

vi dually. However, when 



a couple apply jointly for 

•••■ . y* 


adoption they are required 


! 

to be married, the court 



indicated. The child, who 


» ; 

is deaf and dumb and can- 


; 5 

not get around without 

. ' 


help.'was put up for adop- 


l m d 

: -1 

tion in Scotland by social 

■ ■ 

services in the northern 


— 1 

city of Manchester when 
no-one could be found 
locally to adopt him. One 



of tee appeal judges com- 




men ted: “This severely 
handicapped child is for- 
tunate to be in a home 
where he will be happy as 
well as responsibly looked 
after.” 

Bavarian trader 
weighs his ^ 
clients on the 
scales of justice 

BONN (AFP) — A 
Bavarian trader weary of 
seeing his proceeds erod- 
ed by light-fingered cus- 
tomers has taken to 
weighing clients as they 
enter and leave his store to 
prevent them walking off 
with the profits, according 
to Der Spiegel. Every cus- 
tomer is weighed as he or 
she enters the Heibo 
Bauspezi Garden Centre 
. in Spiegelau, southwest 
Germany,, owned by 
' Heinz Boxreiter. The cus- 
tomer is teen given a mag- 
netic card which has 
memorised the cleint’s 
weight, according to a 
report in the news maga- 
zine to be published on 
Monday. On leaving, the 
client is weighed a second ^ 
time. A custom-built com-"' 
puter system then makes a 
swift calculation on the 
basis of the products 
being paid for and if there 
is any discrepancy, a voice 
demands: “Do you still 
wish to place something 
on tee conveyor belt?” A 
six-month trial period 
ended last week, with 
great success. According 
to Der Spiegel, only one 
theft was committed at 
Heibo Bauspezi and the 
culprit was swiftly detect- 
ed. 

TV presenter 
freed, rape and 
prostitution 
probe goes on 

BIELLA. Italy (AFP) — 

A popular talk show hose 
accused of rape and of lur- 
ing giris on his show into 
prostitution was freed by a 
court Saturday 
inquiries continue into tee 
allegations. Valerio 
Merola was already under 
house arrest after being 
detained July 12 follow- 
ing an 18-month investi- 
gation into complaints 
filed by several girls. The 
star with a playboy repu- 
tation has insisted the 
women consented to sex, 
and produced video tapes 
and letters purporting to 
back up his claims. 
Another presenter, Gigi 
Sabani. is under house 
arrest for allegedly entic- 
ing girls into prostitution- 
Merola and Sabani host 
shows that generally fea- 
ture young attractive 
females aged 13 to 20 
walking about in baihing 
suits. A third presenter, 
Gianni Boncompagni, tbe.a 
best-known of the trio, has * 
been informed he is also 
under investigation for 
similar accusations by 
magistrates in this north- 
ern town. 
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fn K^vp 4 ,^ 0 ^!^ Tlwlr premh ^ s on River in downtown Wuhan in Hubei province, central China Saturday. The worst rainfall 

y d to flooding causing over one thousand deaths and millions of dollars in crop losses. The Yangtze, Asia’s longest river, has hit 


Bavarian Ira:: recorti level ^ md threatens to “burst its banks if there is more rainfall (Reuters photo) 
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Toll rises to 1,600 as rains, floods pound China 
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WUHAN. China (R) — 
Fierce rains banering 
China have killed more 
than 100 people in south- 
western Sichuan province, 
raising the death toll 
nationwide to more than 
1 .600 after weeks of devas- 
tating floods, officials said 
on Saturday. 

In centra] Hubei 
province, hundreds of thou- 
sands of exhausted troops, 
police and volunteers lined 
dykes holding in the rain- 
swollen waters of the 
Yangtze near the provinciai. 
f papitaL'WuKan.,on guarej in 
case Asia's , longest rixen 
burst its banks. 

Flood control officials in 
Chongqing in Sichuan 
province said torrential 
downpours this week had 
killed 31 people and left 27 
missing, raising the death 


toll from storms since mid- 
June to more than 100. 

“There is no expansion of 
the disaster area and the 
floods are receding,” one 
official said by telephone. 

The new report of deaths 
raised the toll from devas- 
tating floods in recent 
weeks across vast swathes 
of central and southern 
China to more than 1,600. 

An official in southeast- 
ern Fujian province said 
Typhoon Gloria, which hit 
the coast early on Saturday 
after tearing " across the 
Philippines and southern 
Taiwan,- was unlikely- to 
cause significant damage 
or heavy rains because the 
storm was weakening grad- 
ually. 

“We are now carrying out 
safeguarding work such as 
protecting unsafe houses 


and barring windows,” he 
said. 

Officials have warned of 
further deaths and damage 
if more flooding occurs and 
as the annual typhoon sea- 
son begins. 

Estimates of damage 
throughout China have 
soared to 94.1 billion yuan 
($11.3 billion) in the nine 
hardest-hit southern and 
central provinces of Anhui, 
Guizhou. Zhejiang, 

Jiangxi, Hubei, Hunan, 

. Jiangsu, Guangxi _ , and 
'Sichuan. 

With flood waters need- 
ing in: many areas, officials 
said their chief task now 
was to clean up the debris 
and to disinfect while pre- 
venting outbreaks of epi- 
demic diseases. 

About 4.5 million people 
stranded by flood waters in 


central Hunan province 
were extremely short of 
food and very hungry, 
prompting emergency 
deliveries of tonnes of bis- 
cuits. rice and mineral 
water by boat to victims, 
one local official said. 

“Some people are close to 
starving,” he said. “The 
most important operation 
now is to provide flood vic- 
tims with tents, food and 
medicines." 

Many villagers shrugged 
off the disaster, an almost 
annual event in China for 
centimes/ 

“What 1 can we do? You 
can 't f "fight natural disas- 
ters,” said fanner Liu 
Shihcun, 48, in Hubei’s 
Qianjiang county, about 
140 kilometres west of 
Wuhan. 

Mr. Liu said floods this 


year had destroyed 100,000 
yuan i$ 12,000) worth of 
cotton, sesame and water 
melons, even though the 
whole village turned out to 
build up dykes along the 
Yangtze with sandbags to 
try to prevent it flooding. 

With more flood peaks 
roaring towards Wuhan 
from the rain-battered 
upper reaches of the 
Yangtze, officials said they 
may have to divert waters 
in six places upstream but 
declined to say where 
embankments would be 
breached in an emergency. 

China’s Red Cross 
Society has appealed for 
4.4 million Swiss francs 
($3.64 million) in emer- 
gency aid and Beijing has 
allocated more than 900 
million yuan ($108 mil- 
lion) of aid. 


Top Burma general 
says country self-reliant 
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Rangoon (R) — Burma's 
army commander, in a ref- 
erence to looming threats of 
sanctions, said the county 
has long been self-reliint 
and national strength came 
from within. 

General Maung Aye, in a 
speech published in official 
newspapers on Satuday. 
said the Burmese psople 
opposed “destructio lists” 
who were trying to engineer 
the imposition of sarctions 
against the country. 

“The strength of the 
nation lies within.” Maung 
Aye told army recruits in 
the speech on Fridiy. “The 
nation has been seif-reliant 
without dependng on 

external assistance with 
strings attached.’’ 

The U.S. Senile voted 
Thursday to allov President 
Bill Clinton to impose eco- 
nomic sanctions on Burma 
if Rangoon's military rulers 
increased pressue on oppo- 
sition leader Auig San Suu 
Kyi and other democracy 
leaders. 

Under thq proposal 
approved by the senate 
investment would be barred 
if repression increa>ed or it 
Ms. Suu Kyi was harmed, 
arrested or exiled. 

There have also been calls 
for sanctions on Burma ir 
Europe with Denmark iij : 
driving force following ip 
death in prison on June 
of James Leander Nicho>» 
its honorary consul. 

Maung Aye, who is als a 
leading "member of the ul- 
ing military body, the site 
law and order restore on 
council (SLORC), aid 
"destructionisi forces” ^ 
trying to create the addi- 
tions” for economic mo- 
tions to further their an of 
"grabbing power,” 

■'Desiruclionists' • a 
term the military g '’em- 
inent uses to refr to 
democracy leader Aug San 
Suu Kvi and her Ntional 


League for Democracy 
(NLD) colleagues. 

“Under the pretext of 
democracy and human 
rights they are creating con- 
ditions to cause economic 
sanctions to be imposed on 
the country and to hinder 
the visits of tourists and 
inflows of investment,” the 
general said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has called 
for sanctions to pressure the 
government to open talks 
with the opposition on 
political reform. 

She has frequently 
appealed to foreign busi- 
nessmen to postpone 
investing in the country, 
and for tourists not to visit, 
until democracy is restored. 

Burma’s Asian neigh- 
bours. among them some of 
Its largest foreign investors 
and leading trading part- 
rs, reject the calls for 
ctions saying they 
uld be counterproductive 
would be a set back for 
th : chances of reform. 

leanwhile, a commen- 
ia]y in a Burmese-language 
newspaper on Saturday 
cflled for legal action to be 
tiken against Suu Kyi and 
her colleagues for their 
“false accusations damag- 
ing the dignity of the coun- 
try." 

Ms. Suu Kyis regular 
weekend talks to crowds 
outside her home were ille- 
gal and action should be 
taken against her under 
emergency laws, the com- 
mentary said. ft . 

“It is time you stopped, it 
said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, the 1991 
nobel peace prize winner, 
was released from six years 
house arrest a year ago. 

Tension between her and 
the government intensified 
in may after the SLORC 
detained more than -50 
NLD members in an 
attempt to block a party 
meeting. 


Floods kill 291 in Bangladesh, India 


DHAKA (R) — A storm in 
the Bay of Bengal sank 18 
Ashing trawlers, killing at 
least 16 people and leaving 
100 missing, a fishing 
community spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The storm and monsoon 
floods battering India and 
Bangladesh, togretber with 
disease blamed on the del- 
uge, have now killed at 
least 291 people in a fort- 
night and made mill i nns 
homeless. 

At least 17 died in north- 
ern Bangladesh of diar- 
rhoea after drinking flood- 
water or eating contami- 
nated food, local officials 
said. 

They said more than 
7,000 people in seven dis- 
tricts woe suffering from 
diarrhoea. 

A journalist in the district 
of Dinajpur told Reuters 
hundreds of people were 
falling sick every day. 

The floods so far have 
claimed 193 lives in India's 
west Bengal. Assam and 
Bihar states, officials said. 


with some two million left 
homeless in the three 
states. 

Local officials in 37 
flood-hit districts across 
Bangladesh estimated at 
least 65 people had been 
killed and 30 million 
affected. But flood moni- 
tors in the capital Dhaka 
confirmed only 23 deaths. 

Floods inundated more 
areas in Dhaka city on Sat- 
urday, forcing hundreds of 
families to abandon their 
homes. 

Some people moved on 
to the roofs of their half- 
submerged houses while 
others frantically sought 
shelter elsewhere, eyewit- 
nesses said. 

City officials have 
opened several flood shel- 
ters and kept volunteers on 
standby. 

Weather officials said 
floods in Dhaka were like- 
ly to spread with more rain 
expected over the next few 
days. 

Heavy rain continued to 
batter Bangladesh’s com- 


mercial capital of 
Chittagong on Saturday, 
forcing many people to 
stay at home. 

However, the overall 
flood situation in northern 
Bangladesh had improved 
significantly since 

Thursday and most people 
had left temporary shelters, 
officials said. 

But many had been 
forced to drink polluted 
water and eat rotten food, 
they told reporters. 

More than 1,200 medical 
teams, mostly deployed in 
the past 24 hours, were 
working round the clock 
trying to contain fast- 
spreading disease. 

Relief officials said 
emergency supplies had 
been distributed in all the 
country's affected districts 
but they were still inade- 
quate. 

Bangladeshi officials 
said 58,800 hectares 
(147,000 acres) of rice 
crops had been destroyed 
by the floods. 


Tough talks for overthrown 
Hutu leaders to q[uit Burundi 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Foreign diplomats and 
Burundi’s new leaders 
Saturday began tough 
talks to allow Hutu lead- 
ers, who were deposed in a 
coup — including the for- 
mer president — to leave 
Burundi, diplomatic 
sources said. 

“For the moment, noth- 
ing has been done. None 
of the deposed leaders 
have left the country," the 
sources said 

But they said “difficult 
negotiations” were taking 
place between foreign 
embassies and the new 
authorities who seized 
power in an army-backed 
coup Thursday during 
which Pierre Buyoya, a 
Tutsi, ousted President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. 

Ntibantunganya has been 
holed up in the U.S. 
embassy in the Burundi 
capital since Tuesday, 
where he sought shelter 
after being attacked by 
stone-throwing crowds at 
a funeral for 340 Tutsis, 
victims of ethnic mas- 
sacres. 

A U.S. official Saturday 
confirmed that 

Ntibantunganya was still 
in the embassy building. 

Earlier Saturday, a U.S. 
delegation set off from the 
embassy to meet with 
army chief of staff, an AFP 
correspondent in 

Bujumbura said 

Leonce Ngendakumana, 
speaker of the national 
assembly dissolved by”" 


Thursday’s coup, has 
taken refuge in the 
German embassy, while 
other Hutu members of the 
deposed government and 
officials from 

Ntibantunganya’s from for 
democracy in Burundi 
(FRODEBU) were also 
sheltering in foreign 
embassies or expatriate 
homes. 

Burundi's new authori- 
ties, which have not yet 
been recognised by the 
international community, 
began restoring a certain 
level of normality on 
Saturday, and Bujumbura 
airport, closed since 
Thursday, was reopened. 

In the capital, some 
3,000 people demonstrated 
peacefully Saturday in 
favour of the new regime. 

However, former 

Rwandan Prime Minister 
Faustin Twagiramungu, a 
Hutu, condemned the coup 
and accused Buyoya of 
being the “catalyst of the 
catastrophe" in Burundi. 

In a statement sent to 
AFP in Nairobi, 
Twagiramungu, who lives 
in exile in Brussels, called 
on the international com- 
munity to “condemn more 
forcefully the coup leaders 
from the Burundian army ” 

He further called on 
international leaders to 
deploy an intervention 
force in Burundi and to 
impose political and eco- 
nomic sanctions, which he 
said were “the only suit- 
able ways of enabling a 


return to legality.” 

Former Tutsi President 
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, who 
was deposed by Buyoya 
following a coup in 1987, 
also vehemently con- 
demned last week's 
putsch. 

In Kampala, the diplo- 
matic effort to deal with 
the Burundian crisis got 
under way as Tanzanian 
President Benjamin 
Mknpa and his Ugandan 
counterpart Yoweri 

Museveni met, and were 
expected to be joined by 
African mediator on 
Burundi. former 

Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere. 

U.S. special envoy for 
Burundi Howard Wolpe 
was also expected to travel 
to Kampala on Saturday 
before possibly heading 
for Bujumbura. 

Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Secretary- 
General Salim Ahmed 
Salim on Saturday said he 
wanted to do everything 
possible “to avoid a fur- 
ther bloodbath" in 
Burundi, but he did not 
specify how. 

The OAU swiftly con- 
demned the coup leaders, 
in contrast with western 
countries, which, despite 
initial outrage, have large- 
ly contented themselves 
with deploring the inter- 
ruption of the democratic 
process in Burundi — a 
process initiated by 
Buyoya during his last 
term in office. 


Diescu announces 
presidency bid 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romania’s President Ion 
Hiescu, In power since the 
1989 fall of- communism, 
declared on Friday he 
would seek a fresh term of 
office in November polls 
under tbe banner of his 
country's unpopular ruling 
party. 

“I present my candidacy 
with a feeling of responsi- 
bility for what we have 
begun together," Hiescu 
told enthusiastic members 
of the Leftist Party of 
Social Democracy. 

“Our major goal is to 
modernise Romania... and 
to relaunch the national 
economy” he said. 
Romania's living standards, 
lower now than before the 
revolution, must be brought 
to equal those of the rest of 
Europe, he added. 

Mr.Diescu, 66, had held 
off announcing his candida- 
cy to put pressure on his 
leftist party to reform itself 
after damaging media and 
opposition accusations of 
corruption. 

“There have been some 
members (of the ruling 
PDSR) who did not resist 
temptation,” said Hiescu. 
‘To be a PDSR member 
means to be modest and 
close to the people.” 

Mr. Hiescu, who had a 36- 
year-long career in the 
upper ranks of the 
Communist Party before 
the bloody downfall of dic- 
tator Nicolae Ceausescu, is 
more popular than his party 
and is favourite to retain 
power in the ballot. ’ 


In the 1992 elections his 
candidacy dragged up the 
vote for the PDSR, a phe- 
nomenon party managers 
hope will be repeated. 
PDSR managers expressed 
relief that Hiescu, whom 
they regard as their trump 
card, had finally pitched 
into the fight. 

Opposition leaders con- 
demned MrHiescu's candi- 
dacy saying it broke consti- 
tutional rules limiting presi- 
dents to two terms. 

Mr. Hiescu won bailors in 
1990 and 1992 but the 
PDSR aigues that only .the 
second election was held 
under the terms of the post- 
communist constitution, 
devised in 1991. On Friday 
it carefully referred to 
Hiescu as bidding for a sec- 
ond mandate. 

The opposition say the 
PDSR’s arguments signal 
the party, in power since the 
revolution and associated 
by many with the commu- 
nists, will fight ruthlessly to 
retain its privileges. 

Mr. Hiescu’s main rivals, 
emil constantinescu and Petre 
Roman, both centrist politi- 
cians committed to quicker 
economic reform, say they 
will make presidential failure 
to tackle abuse of power by 
the PDSR a central issue of 
the campaign. Analysts say 
Mr Hiescu, who has been 
moving towards the political 
centre, will use the campaign 
to portray himself as a moder- 
ate who can safeguard 
Romanians against the cost of 
the country’s transition to a 
free market 


Sri Lankan troops wrest Tiger town but quit garrison; 160 dead 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan troops Saturday 
seized a key northern town 
from Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
after fierce fighting left 60 
combatants dead, but gave up 
a strategic garrison after 
reportedly losing 100 men. 

Hundreds of soldiers backed 
by tanks, artillery and air 
cover rapidly advanced 10 
kilometers into territory held 
by the Liberatio n Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and 
wrested Parantban town, offi- 
cials said. 

But the town was aban- 
doned when soldiers stormed 
it after smashing bunkers and 
trenches manned mostly by 
LTTE women fighters, who 
retreated farther south, 
defence officials said. 

“Tbe Tigers had an eartb- 
fiHed bund and trenches tun- 


ning for 400 metres on either 
ride of the main approach 
road,” an official said. “Tanks 
did a flanking move and there- 
after tbe infantry mopped up 
Tigers in bunkers ” 

He said most Tiger fighters 
manning bunkers were 
women, known as “freedom 
binds.” The military estimated 
that 42 rebels were killed and 
about 100 wounded in fierce 
fighting since eariy Friday. 

Military casualties included 
17 killed, including an officer 
leading the frontline troops in 
the offensive launched Friday 
from the garrison of Elephant 
Pass, located at the entrance to 
the northern peninsula of 
Jafiha. 

The Tigers admitted to only 
two dead among their ranks. 

’There was hatvy resistance 
initially, but now it is reduced 


to sporadic mortar bomb 
attacks and sniper fire,” a mfl- 
itary official said, adding that 
air force planes continued to 
bomb behi nd reb el lines. 

But tbe LTTE said h killed 
more than 100 soldiers and 
wounded many more when 
the Sri Lankan military “made 
a clumsy and disorganised 
withdrawal” Friday from a 
garrison at Muflaitivu in the 
island’s northeast. 

“The army reinforcements 
withdrew in total disarray 
leaving the dead and heavy 
weapo ns behind them," a 
LTTE statemen t from London 
said. “The LTTE opened 
heavy fire on the fleeing sol- 
diers and inflicted heavy casu- 
alties.” 

A military spokesman 
admitted here feat army rein- 
forcements sent to rescue the 


1300-garrison overrun by 
TfcmiJ guerrillas after a pre- 
dawn assault July 18 pulled 
back late Friday after finding 
no sign of life. 

Elite commandos from fee 
special force unit withdrew in 
order, suffering only one dead 
in mortar attacks by the 
Tigers, tbe spokesman said. 
Forty troops were wounded 

Sri Lankan opposition 
l eader Ranil Wickremesinghe 
said Friday feat the Tigers 
slaughtered more than 1,000 
army troops after overwhelm- 
ing the strategic Mullaitivu 
camp, delivering tbe worst 
military rout for Sri Lanka. 

Tbe government has so far 
admitted to only around 300 
deaths, but military sources 
said a decision had been taken 
to admit the heavy losses. Sri 
Lankan media, operating 


under censorship law s, have 
not rep orted fee LTTE claims. 

The LITE said the govern- 
ment launched the offensive 
in Kilinochchi “as a face sav- 
ing exercise following the 
humiliating military debacle 
at Mufl aitivu. " 

The LTTE set up its new 
political headquarters at 
Kilinochchi after the military 
drove out the separatists from 
their stronghold of Jaffna 
peninsula in foe extreme north 
in April-May this year. 

Kilinochchi is located some 
60 kilometres west of 
Mullaitivu. 

Tamil sources in the north- 
ern rown of Vavuniya said 
half-a-dozen international aid 
agencies, including tbe UN 
commissioner for human 
rights, had moved out of 
Kilinochchi to safer places. 


Landslides 
in S. Korea 


seven, 
bury 60 

SEOUL (R) — ‘ Separate 
landslides triggered by tor- 
rential rain have killed 
seven South Korean ser- 
vicemen and buried up to 
60 others near fee tense 
Korean border, the military 
and air force said. 

A military spokesman 
said landslides swept over 
an army barracks in the 
frontier area of Cholwon in 
...mountainous northern 
Kangwon province, kiUing 
five soldiers and burying 
up to 60 others. 

“At present we believe 
about 60 are buried. But it 
is difficult to say exactly 
how many. We have five 
deaths so far," fee 
spokesman said by tele- 
phone. 

“Army rescue teams were 
at the site immediately 
after, but bad weather from 
yesterday is making rescue 
work difficult right now," 
the spokesman added. 

Efforts to rescue the sol- 
diers were being hampered 
by bad weather. The toll 
was likely to rise as res- 
cuers were unable to bring 
heavy equipment or heli- 
copters into the area, he 
said. 

South Korea’s army chief 
of staff yoon Yong-Nam 
ordered all battalion com- 
manders and senior offi- 
cers, currently on leave or 
vacation, to report for duly. 

Earlier on Saturday. 
South Korea's air force 
said two of its servicemen 
were killed and one was 
missing after a separate 
landslide, also in Cholwor. 

It said in a statement that 
15 servicemen were in an 
electric generating room to 
prepare for possible flood- 
ing when torrential rain 
triggered the landslide. 

“Twelve of them were 
rescued immediately and 
are receiving treatment 
right now. Of them all, 
about three of them are in 
serious condition,” an air 
force official said. 

On Friday, another land- 
slide killed 20 sleeping sol- 
diers in Cholwon. About 20 
other troops in their bar- 
racks escaped unhurt 
before rocks and chunks of 
earth engulfed the struc- 
ture. 
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One way to democracy 

ONE OF the main commitments that the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Karim Kabariti made when it 
took office in February was to ‘“raise the ceilings 
of public freedoms in the country All political 
parties, especially the opposition, welcomed 
that pledge which was included in the govern- 
ment’s policy statement to the Lower House. 
Parliament subsequently gave Mr. Kabariti and 
his team a convincing vote of confidence. 

In its first three months in office the govern- 
ment lived up to its commitment, reducing con- 
siderably the political tension that had marked 
relations between the previous government and 
both the Lower House and the press. Later on, 
however, the picture changed somewhat dra- 
matically. On the pages of our newspapers, par- 
ticularly the party weeklies and tabloids, 
Jordanians often see reports about political 
activists being arrested, even ‘“tortured,'’ and 
about editors being detained and put on trial. 

The atmosphere suddenly became so clonded 
that the opposition started warning of moves to 
sobmit no-confidence motions against the gov- 
ernment Enter the political pundits, who have 
raised all sorts of questions over what might 
have changed. The electioneering season has 
already begun, say some, and the deputies are 
positioning themselves for re-election in 1997. 
They have to take on the government The 
Islamists, on the other hand, have been witness- 
ing a battle between the doves and the hawks, 
with the latter group apparently winning the 
upper hand, other analysts think. 

in be fair, though, there were other factors 
that may have been responsible for the shift in 
government attitudes towards the opposition, 
particularly the Islamists. Paramount among 
them was the claim made in March by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation that Jordan 
was abetting Hamas activists. A campaign of 
arrests among Hamas apparatchiks and sympa? 
thisers ensued, leading to charges, mainly by the 
Islamic Action Front, that those detained were 
tortured. The government, however, tried to jus- 
tify the arrests on the grounds that those arrest- 
ed were endangering the country’s security. 

But while these claims and counter-claims are 
better left for the government. Parliament and 
human rights organisations to sort out, since 
verification is beyond the reach of journalists, 
certainly in this country, we think it is impor- 
tant for the press at least to raise the question of 
why an arrest campaign is being waged against 
editors, albeit only of tabloid newspapers. This 
campaign is in stark contradiction with the con- 
tinued pledges by the government, particularly 
Minister of Information Marwan Muasher, to 
review and amend all laws pertaining to the 
media with a view to raising the ceilings of both 
press freedom and responsibility. In fact, 
Parliament has begun procedures to debate a 
new law for the Jordanian Press Association 
(JPA) which defines a framework for journalis- 
tic ethics and practices. 

We expect Parliament to easily approve, if not 
actually stiffen, the articles concerning ethics 
since the speaker of the Lower House and many 
deputies have already moved against the press 
under the pretext that certain writings were 
endangering national unity and offending tradi- 
tional values, whatever these may be. But why 
have the authorities decided to take action 
against those whom it perceives as violators of 
the law before the JPA bill is officially debated 
by Parliament? 

It is unacceptable that journalists should be 
apprehended, put behind bars and refused bail 
before the court hears their cases. The govern- 
ment contends that the law allows for that. This 
is true. But that law in particular need not be 
used, especially by authorities whose judgement 
is often contradicted by the courts. People, espe- 
cially journalists and writers, should not, can- 
not, live with the fear of ending up in jail eveiy 
time they write a report or venture an opinion 
and even before the beginning of the legal 
process that proves or disproves alleged viola- 
tions. So far, the courts have not sent a single 
journalist to jail. Why should the prosecutors 
general do? The government might contend that 
it is not responsible for the decisions of the pros- 
ecutors who answer to tbe judiciary council 
whose independence the Executive Authority 
insists it respects. That could be true in purely 
legal terms. But reality and experience carry 
sometimes their truths. The general political 
atmosphere in the country does influence all 
those living in it. The tough talk by the govern- 
ment and Parliament against the press does fil- 
ter down to other layers of the officialdom, and 
tension leaves its mark on all aspects of public 
life — and those involved in it. 

Excesses by the press — and we do admit that 
they exist — can be countered by activating and 
enforcing the law. Applying the law on its own 
however, cannot solve the problem of tabloids, 
which we have created, allowed to operate and 
proliferate, legally and according to the law 
Democracy is about respecting the free choice 
of citizens; the government, the press and the 
public have to go through one education process 
after another if we truly want it to survive and 
prosper. It is a long and often painful process 
but one that is nevertheless worth pursuing. 


Bv Dr. Fafted Fanek 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse Z - e 

Restructuring is needed to face competition 


THE POPULATION of Jordan is estimated at 4.3 million. 
The natural growth rate is 32 per cent. However, due to 
migration, the population in Jordan has been increasing at 
4.7 per cent a year during the past 10 years. 

Unemployment is currently estimated at 13 to 15 per 
cent. This is a relatively high rate, which is, so far, tolerat- 
ed by the Jordanian society, thanks to the extended-family 
system, as most of the unemployed live in families with 
working members. 

The volume of gross domestic product (GDP) in 1996 is 
projected to reach $7.1 billion in current prices, a per capi- 
ta GDP of $1,650. This is lower than the per capita GDP 
of 15 years ago, even in nominal terms. The 1991 figure 
was due to the economic crisis of 1988/1989, and the 
extremely high growth rate of population. Per capita GDP 
has started to improve since 1992 as economic growth 
accelerated, but we are still far from restoring the level 
achieved in the early eighties. 

The 1996 budget of the central government is in the 
order of $2.5 billion, which is equal to 36 per cent of the 
GDP. This is obviously a very high ratio, suggesting that 
the government in Jordan is too big and should be down- 
sized. 


Over the years, the Jordanian budget suffered from 
chronic deficit. Deficit, before external grams, was as high 
as 17 per cent of the GDP when Jordan adopted a new eco- 
nomic adjustment programme. It is projected to be as low 
as 4.1 per cent this year. The budget deficit is supposed to 
become nil with tbe conclusion of the programme in 1998, 
when Jordan can be considered financially self sufficient 
for the first time in its history. 

Foreign exchange reserves of the banking system, net of 
foreign liabilities, is currently in the order of $2.5 billion, 
of which the official net reserve of tbe Central Bank are 
just above half-a-billion dollar. The programme calls for 
doubling the reserve in two years. 

Jordan’s foreign indebtedness declined from a peak of 
$8.5 billion in 1989 to around $6.4 billion in 1996. At one 
time, debt amounted to 200 per cent of the GDP. It stands 
at less than 100 per cent now. Reduction of debt is due to 
repayments, buy-back operations at large discounts. 
American writte off of debts and the growth of GDP over 
the past six years. 

It is planned to bring down the debt ratio to 75 per cent 
of GDP, to make Jordan more attractive to foreign 
investors, and to exclude the possibility of a foreign 


exchange shortage, like in 1988. . ,. ^ 

The main objectives of Jordan s economic adjustment 
programme are: reduction of budget deficit and balance of 
payments, stabilisation of the dinar s exchange rate liber- 
alisation of economy and removing hurdles and distor- 
tions. privatisation, higher economic growth, contauimg 
inflation and rebuilding the Central Bank s foreign 

exchange reserves. . . 

Jordan overhauled most of its economic polices, adopted 
free trade policy, reduced customs tax to an average of 16 
per cent, with a ceiling of 30 to 50 per cent, except for 
alcohol, cars and cigarettes. Jordan abandoned the imports 
substitution policy in favour of a policy of growth through 

exports and opening up to the global market. 

It is in this setting that Jordan decided to join the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) to reach out to the world mar- 
ket, and decided to join the European partnership to con- 
nect with the European huge market. 

To aer quality and be ready for the expected competition, 
there"is need for restructuring to enable various productive 
sectors to survive and face competition in both the domes- 
tic and foreign markets. This is a new challenge facing the 
private sector. 


Amnesty International finds 
Cana attack intentional and unjustified 


By Michael Jansen 

IN ITS report on “Unlawful 
killings during operation 
‘Grapes of Wrath 1 ” ■ 
released Wednesday, 
Amnesty International took 
a far firmer line on Israel’s 
bombardment of the U.N. 
compound in the south 
Lebanese village of Cana in 
which more than 100 
Lebanese civilians died than 
the U.N. investigators did. 

The U.N. did not accept 
the Israeli contention that 
the artillery bombardment 
of the Fijian U.N. peace- 
keepers headquarters on 
April IS was a “mistake" or 
the result of a technical fail- 
ure. implying that the target- 
ing was “intentional.” 

Amnesty International said 
that “the IDF (the Israeli 
army) 'intentionally attacked 
the UifcL". compound, 

altbdugh the motives ' for 
doing so remain unclear.” 

This was a brave stand in 
the face of American and 
Israeli pressure to conceal 
the truth about the Cana 
massacre and encourage the 
world to once again forget 
Israel’s crimes against 
humanity. 

Israel’s justified the attack 
on the Fijian compound by 
clairaiag that Israeli gunners 
were responding to a mortar 
attack by a HizboUah team, 
positioned just 200 metres 
from the U.N. compound, 
against an Israeli army sab- 
otage unit which had infil- 
trated the U.N. buffer zone 
in order to lay mines. Israel 
claims that artillery batteries 
made two mistakes in iden- 
tifying the coordinates of 
the U.N. base but Amnesty 
International found that the 
“dispersion pattern” of the 
shells showed that the 19 
shells which landed in or 
around the base were in a 
“separate barrage” from 
those launched at the mortar 
position. Furthermore, the 
Israelis employed 50 per 
cent more “proximity” 
fused shells (which burst 
above ground sending 
shrapnel downwards as a 
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means of killing large num- 
bers of personnel) when tar- 
geting the U.N. base than 
when targeting the mortar 
position in which 5 per cent 
“proximity shells” were 
used. Israel’s aim was. 
therefore, to cause as many 
casualties as possible in the 
U.N. compound, whether 
among Fijian troops or 
civilians sheltering there. 

Amnesty International 
does not accept Israel’s con- 
tention that it did not know 
civilians were in the base. 
The organisation refers to 
the fact that the U.N. peace- 
keepers had informed Israel 
that 6-7,000 civilians were 
sheltering in U.N. com- 
pounds throughout the U.N. 
area of operations. 

Amnesty International 
points out that “there were 
270 occasions during the 
operation when UNlblL 
position (including convoys 
and vehicles) came under 
“close fire" by Israeli 
artillery and aircraft and 
mentions 15 occasions 
when they came under 


“close fire” by HizboUah. 
SpecificaUy, Amnesty 
International menti ons that 
a Nepalese UNJJFlL position 
in the viUage of Majdal Zun 
came under IsraeU artillery 
attack the day before the 
Cana incident. “Eight shells 
landed directly inside the 
compound... causing exten- 
sive damage" but not 
injuries because both the 
troops stationed there and 
the civUians in the base 
were in shelters. 

The human rights group 
takes up two other flagrant 
Israeli attacks on civilian 
targets which made opera- 
tion “Grapes of Wrath" infa- 
mous: the helicopter rocket- 
ing of an ambulance on 
April 13. in which two 
women and four little girls 
were killed, and the assault 
by warplanes against a 
house in upper Nabatiyeh 
on April 18, in which nine 
civilians died. 

Amnesty International, 
relying on information sup- 
plied by UN1FTL and spe- 
cial investigators sent to 


South Lebanon, also contra- 
dicts Israeli claims that 
HizboUah habituaUy fired 
from nearby (200 metres) 
U.N. bases and positions. 
And in the 19 incidents 
cited by the Israeli array as 
proof of this claim. 
Amnesty International 
found that “Hizbollab fire 
was usually from consider- 
ably further away than the 
IDF aUeged. in some cases 
as far away as one kilometre 
(not 200 metre s) from the 
nearest UNlML post.” 

Amnesty International 
condemned foe Israeli army 
inquiry into the Cana mas- 
sacre as “wholly inade- 
quate" and recommended 
that Israel initiate a “foil 
public report" and bring to 
justice those responsible. 

Israel wUl not. however, 
follow Amnesty 

International’s advice 
because, for foe Israeli army 
and public, Arab Uves are of 
little or no consequence. 
The gunners responsible for 
foe sTaughier of the innocent 
people in Cana were totaUy 


unrepentant in interviews 
with foe Israeli press. caU- 
ing the civilians they massa- 
cred “Ambus him." a 
Hebrew epithet for “low 
Arabs." 

Racism is rampant in 
Israel as this case shows. 
This fact was demonstrated 
once again this week when a 
former IsraeU security 
agent Ehud Y atom, frankly 
admitted to foe daily Yediot 
Ahronot that he had mur- 
dered two Palestinian 
youths who hijacked an 
Israeli bus in 1984. “1 am 
proud of what I did," Yatom 
told foe newspaper. He had 
crushed foe skulls of foe 
Palestinians with rocks, on 
foe direct orders of foe then 
bead of Shin Bet. Avraham 
Shalom, after foe youths 
had been severely beaten by 
foe paratroops unit which 
stormed foe bus. This unit 
was commanded by Yitzhak 
Mordechai. who personally 
participated in the beatings. 
Although a government 
inquiry found Mordechai 
guilty of causing grievous 


Call for strong-man rule stirs Bulgarian passions 



kes: 


bodily harm to foe hijack- 
ers. he was later acquitted 
by a military court. The 
Shin Bet chief and three 
other officials implicated in 
foe murder of foe prisoners 
were pardoned by the then /h 
President Haim Herzog. 

This sorry tale is impor- 
tant not only because, once 
again. it demonstrates 
Israeli defiance of all 
civilised norms in dealing 
with those considered as its 
“enemies" but also because 
Mordechai. a man capable 
of nearly beating unarmed 
men to death, is now Israel’s 
minister of defence. 
Following foe 1984 inci- 
dent. be rose to foe rank of 
full general and headed all 
three geographical com- 
mands. southern, central 
and northern, of the “TDF*. 

Palestinian “intifadists" 
and resisters and HizboUah 
figfiters can expect little 
quarter from this hardline 
general who is prepared to 
kill with his own hands as 
well as to order the targeting 
of civilians from a distance 
via airstrikes and artillery 
barrages. 

Amnesty International’s 
recommendations to Israel ^ 
will fall on deaf ears also 
Because Israel, throughout 
its history, has never been 
tpade to account for its 
civilian massacres and gra- 
tuitous killing of individu- 
als. Tbe committee charged 
with monitoring the cease- 
fire “understanding" for 
soithem Lebanon, at pre- 
sere setting up its headquar- 
teryn Nicosia, may be in a 
posiion to curb Israeli 
excises because three of 
foe rive members of this 
grouting — France, 
Lebuion and Syria — will 
certaiily combine to oppose 
and pibliejy criticise Israeli 
attacks against civilians in 
violation of foe “under- 
standim” — which the 
other tvo members of this 
commute — Israel and foe 
U.S. wil attempt to justify 
and minmise. as they tried 
to do ovtr foe Cana mas- 
sacre. 1 
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By Gareth Jones 
Reuter 

SOFIA — Bulgaria’s 
President Zhelyu Zhelev 
has stirred up a hornet's nest 
by calling for a powerful 
Russian-style presidency to 
restore order and spearhead 
long-delayed reforms in foe 
troubled Balkan country. 

In a rare show of unity, 
politicians from across the 
spectrum condemned Mr. 
Zhelev' s remarks as irre- 
sponsible and said they 
showed he was bent on stay- 
ing in power despite his 
defeat in a recent U.S.-style 
primary election. 

The ruling Socialist Party 
(BSP), often foe target of 
Mr. Zhelev' s scorn for its 
alleged failure to push mar- 
ket reforms, accused him of 
waging a “war of foe institu- 
tions”. 

However diplomats and ana- 
lysts said Mr. Zhelev’s com- 
ments pinpointed a wider sense 
of frustration with Bulgaria's 
lack of economic and political 


progress in the six years since 
the fall of its Communist gov- 
ernment. 

Under its post-Communist 
constitution Bulgaria is a par- 
liamentary republic in which 
the president, though popularly 
elected, is a largely ceremonial 
figure with limited powers. 

“The present constitution and 
construction of the state simply 
does not work or works badly." 
Mr. Zhelev said. 

Russia had pulled far ahead 
of Bulgaria with its reforms 
precisely because President 
Boris Yeltsin has sweeping 
powers, said Mr. Zhelev, a 
feisty former dissident philoso- 
pher. 

Mr. Zhelev’s attack on foe 
parliamentary system coin- 
cides with an acute economic 
crisis triggered by the slow 
pace of reforms. 

“People are fed up. they want 
change and they want order 
too. Zhelev is trying to offer 
both with his call for a strong 
presidency,” said one Sofia- 
based wesrem diplomat. 

Bulgarians' dissatisfaction 


with the status quo takes some 
wildly diverse forms. 

Ousted Communist dictator 
Todor Zhivkov, now 84. has 
outlived the initial euphoria 
chat accompanied the end of 
one-party rule in eastern 
Europe to see himself 
embraced by much of the local 
media as a benign grandfather- 
ly figure. 

In May nostalgia for an older 
era erupted when exiled King 
Simeon II returned to Bulgaria 
for his first visit in 50 years. 

Ecstatic crowds of well- 
wishers greeted 59-year-old 
Simeon and his Spanish wife 
Margarita as they toured the 
country. 

The king, who lives in 
Madrid, has hinted that he 
might try to reclaim the throne 
the Communists took from him 
in 1946 in a rigged plebiscite 
that declared Bulgaria a repub- 
lic. 

Most commentators agree 
that a restoration of the monar- 
chy is unlikely in the forsee- 
able future and opinion polls 
show a majority of Bulgarians 


prefer a republic despite their 
high regard for King Simeon as 
a dignified and intelligent man. 

But what kind of republic 
should it be? 

“if this is the best republic on 
offer we’re better off with a 
monarchy." said Valeri 
Naidenov. editor of the 
Kontinent newspaper in an 
appeal for a strong executive 
presidency, 

"Despairing of the chaos 
which our constitution has cre- 
ated, the population has taken 
to dreaming of a firm hand. 
This means above all radical 
change of the state structure,” 
he said. 

Mr. Zhelev, who like 
Poland's Lech Walesa has 
embodied his country's rocky 
transition to democracy, says 
the alternative to a presidential 
system could well be military 
dictatorship, given the depth of 
Bulgaria's economic crisis. 

But both the BSP and the 
anti-leftist opposition panics 
dismiss his warning as sour 
grapes — the last salvo of a 
man whose time has passed. 
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at the price of controversy and struggles 
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By Dihne Barak 


At the en< if the interview, 
I asked timon PeTes to 
choose a i Lee that signifies 
somethin* or him, and take 
a slightly different photo 
session. 1 e elegant Peres 
— I ha* difficulty in 
recalling picture of him 
without a : and a jacket — 
agreed to go with it. He 
chose to t ;e a walk on Tel 
Aviv’s se ide promenade. 
And then vas beset by the 
security p >ple: “You can’t 
do that it such short 
notice!" Y x have to notifv 
the chief c Tel Aviv Police 
to take ou i police unit, to 
close the b ich...” 

At the er a compromise 
was reache , but this situa- 
tion only < :moQStrates the 
position of ths man more 
than anything else: despite 
the fact thit tie future of 
the peace 'pncess is in 
question, since Benyamin 
Netanyahu to6i control of 
the governnrnt in Israel, 
this has no rearing on the 
price the /person who 
pushed it st&dfastly < Peres) 
has to pay .Since the assas- 
sination of Yitzhak Rabin, 
asures have 
up to assure 
from artack by 
mists or Jewish 
but he continues 
. “The peace,” he 
n resignation, “is 
dit-card: you pay 
immediately get 
ict. First you pay. 


most moral thing to do is to serve my people 


security 
been ste 
his safe 
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for his safety and 
with the cries of 


impatieit would-be heirs or 
people acting on their 
behalf who call to him: 
“Shimoi, go home 
alreadj/P’ 

An Israeli television crew 
waiting in his office at the 
end of my interview ran 
after me and did not let go: 
“What did he say to you: 
Did he say he’s going? 
What's he waiting for?" 

And Peres, I got the 
impression, is not about to 
£ go yet. And for a reason that 
is clear to him: peace. “It is 
still not at our threshold, 
and there is so much that 
needs to be done for it. That 
is it. It is just that simple!" 

Now here is how my 
interview went: 

Question: Let’s give a 
definition: What is a politi- 
cian? 

Answer. There is no such 
thing... It is actually like 
being an artist, a doctor. 
Every politician is a world 
on to himself, each one 
chooses his own course. A 
good politician is a person 
who serves a cause that is 
greater than himself. A bad 
politician., is a person who 
thinks he himself is the 
greatest cause of all. 

Q: When you were a boy 



Shimon Peres 

— what did you want to be? 

A: I wanted to be a poet or 
an architect. A poet builds 
messages out of words. 
Always, the building inter- 
ested me more than the use. 
I was interested in building 
up a power base, it interest- 
ed me more than the use of 
such a base. 

Q: You’ve recently been 
labeled with an image: “the 
dreamer" — maybe by the 
opponents of peace. 

A: That depends very 
much on the period For 
many years it was claimed 
that I am a man of action, a 
man with no vision at all... 
Tell me, what is image? It 
does not interest me. Politi- 
cians are measured by their 
record. If you check you’ll 
find out that I dreamt many 
dreams, but in the morning 
I always acted 
Q: Let’s go back to your 
defeat in the last elections. 
Many, including yourself, 
have written it off as a pub- 
lic relations flop, but maybe 
the Israelis are amply not 
ready for peace yet? 

A: Look, I had to wage 
two campaigns: one — 
internal, the campaign the 
parry was waging, and the 
second — against Hamas. 
The campaign against 
Hamas cost me and my 
party 20 per cent of the 
votes in the elections. The 
four terrorist attacks and the 
Hizbollah’s running wild in 
the north lowered the sup- 
port we received in one 
place, for example, from 16 
per cent to 1 1 per cent! 

Q: Shimon Peres, five 
years from now — where 


will you be? 

A: 1 do not think that way. 
I think how the Middle East 
will look five years from 
now. 

Q: You are pan of it... 

A: 1 do not think I have 
any real personal ambi- 
tions. 1 have been slandered 
in every possible way. I 
have been praised in every 
possible way... 

Q: At any rate, practical- 
ly, how will you promote 
peace? Where "will you be? 

A: I think an idea has a 
tremendous impact For 
instance, the message of the 
“New Middle Eastf. This is 
a concept that some 
opposed some slandered 
— it was the cause of the 
rising of political forces 
both in Arab countries and 
in Israel. I will continue to 
fight for it with all my 
strength. It should be 
remembered that half of the 
people in Israel voted for 
me! 

Q: Benyamin Netanyahu 
doesn’t believe in “land for 
peace". Can a peace like his 
be achieved? 

A: No! He is deluding 
himself and all the others if 
be thinks peace can be 
achieved with Syria and 
with the Palestinians with- 
out returning land — he is 
dreaming! 

Q: The Syrian foreign 
minister said recently in an 
interview that if you would 
have been a bit quicker, 
peace could already have 
been achieved between 
Syria and Israel. 


I agree with him! 

??? 

Yes, I told the Syrians: 


“if you want peace in 1996, 
I am ready. But it was 
impossible to reach it with 
the committees advancing 
by turtle-steps. If you are 
participating in a horse- 
race, you cannot advance 
by turtle-steps. 

Q: If the elections had 
turned out in your favour, 
where would the peace 
process be today specifical- 
ly? 

A: We would have imple- 
mented ibe redeployment in 
Hebron, we would have 
been negotiating today with 
the Syrians about water, ter- 
ritories, economics, the 
quality of peace, we would 
have been on the way to 
solving the problem in 
Lebanon... 

Q: Regarding Hebron, 
you could still have rede- 
ployed there before you 
transferred the government 
to Netanyahu! 

A: But I had a tremendous 
burden, you forget! Terror- 
ism would have gone ram- 
pant then in Hebron also (if 
we would have returned it) 
and then we would have 
completely lost the ejec- 
tions. We agreed on June 
14. The transfer of the gov- 
ernment took place on June 
17. Are 3 days worth talk- 
ing about? 

Q: You have been 

labelled “a loser.” 

A: I have been standing, 
for the past 1 9 years, at the 
head of the Ha’avoda 
(Labour) Party. Of those 19 
years, for 10 years we were 
in power and for nine we 
were in the opposition. We 
did tremendous things 
when we were in power, 
from the agreement with 
Jordan, through withdraw- 
ing from Lebanon and up to 
the lowering of the infla- 
tion. I know people who 
have .won elections and 
then missed the opportuni- 
ties. I know people who 
have lost elections and have 
managed to turn losses into 
opportunities... 

In most of the confronta- 
tions that took place 
between me and the late 
Yitzhak Rabin I won, but I 
was very glad be won in 
1992 because otherwise 
they would have made my 
life impossible. It turned 
out that they made his life 
impossible and I was able 
to deal with peace... An 
image, or a label, is like the 
weather forecast... it has no 
retroactive value. 

Q: Do you regret having 
advanced the date of the 
elections (after Rabin’s 
murdeT)? 

A: Since I was young, I 
have made many mistakes, 
but no, that was not a mis- 
take. No! 

Q: Since Netanyahu 

entered the prime minister’s 
office, there have been 
many cracks referring to his 
third wife, about his family. 


Is it appropriate for Israel to 
have a first lady? A first 
family? 

A: No! In my opinion it is 
better to separate between 
family and public life. 
Absolutely — it is impossi- 
ble, but it depends on the 
wife's character. Some 
leaders enjoy showing off a 
happy family life — I can 
say confidently that my 
wife Sonia is admired more 
than I am in spite of the fact 
that she does not appear in 
public. 

Q: Unlike Mrs. 

Netanyahu! 

A: So opposite to every- 
thing concerning her... 

Q: If she would have 
appeared, maybe your pop- 
ularity would have risen? 

A: I don’t have to market 
a wife in order to win the 
elections. It is her preroga- 
tive not to make public 
appearances and she has 
enjoyed popularity on the 
basis of her personality and 
the things she has done. 
And not because she is 
pushing herself into the 
camera..! 

Q: Which Arab leaders 
phoned you after the results 
of the elections became 
known? 

A: From Egypt: Hosni 
Mubarak. Amr Musa, 
Ossama A1 Baz, Mustafa 
Khalil (the former prime 
minister of Egypt). From 
Jordan I received very nice 
letters from the King, from 
Crown Prince Hassan, from 
the prune minisrer. I 
received letters from many 
Arab countries that I do not 
want to mention... it is per- 
sonal. Yasser Arafat? Yes, I 
spoke with him. Everyone 
expressed sorrow, disap- 
pointment. 

Q: Have you spoken with 
Bill Clinton since then? 

A: And do you know that 
Clinton did not sleep the 
whole night of the elec- 
tions! I spoke with him 
now, when I visited the 
United States. I had a very 
long conversation with him. 
He is very worried. I 
received letters from John 
Major, from Jacques 
Chirac, from Boris Yeltsin, 
from India, from Indonesia, 
from Japan. I received 
about 15,000 letters. It is an 
amazing thing. I have 
answered thousands of let- 
ters and I have not finished 
half. I do not think anyone 
who ever lost an election 
ever received so many let- 
ters... 

Q: Small compensations? 
A: Listen, Henry 

Kissinger phoned me and 
said: “There is no prophet 
in his own city... George 
Bush, Jimmy Carter, War- 
ren Christopher, Boutros 
Ghali — who didn’t write? 

Q: Bill Clinton received a 
lot of ‘Criticism for having -. 
endorsed you during the 
election campaign! 

A: He (fid not endorse me 


because of the colour of my 
eyes, but because o£ the 
policy I represent. What is 
wrong? It is not a sin if an 
American president sup- 
ports a policy of peace. 

Q: How will the potential 
election of Bob Dole influ- 
ence the peace process? 

A: I have no comments on 
what is happening in Amer- 
ica. 

Q: So you have learned 


“Clinton 
not sleep 


did 
the 

whole night of 
the elections! I 
spoke with him 
now, when I 
visited the Unit- 
ed States. I had 
a very long con- 
versation with 
him. He is very 
worried. ” 


Clinton's lesson of not 
interfering in the elections 
of another country... 
(Silence). 

Q: Is there anyone in the 
Israeli Labour Party who is 
currently capable of leading 
Israel? 

A: There are a few candi- 
dates who are ready to lead 
the country today. 

Q: Who are they? 

A: When the time is ripe, 
I will speak. I will say 
whom I support, but I do 
not want to clothe him in a 
striped shirt before the time 
is ripe... 

Q: When 1 interviewed 
Bob Dole I asked him an 
identical question:. Is a 
mature age a ; factor in an 
election campaign? 

•A:- 1 knowus&me elderly 
people who have young 
thoughts, and I know some 
young people who are the 
captives of old thoughts. 

Q: Do you think of old 
age? 

A: I’m not occupied with 
age. For the past 50 years I 
have been waking up at 
5:30 in the morning. I do 
not take a vacation. I do not 
feel weakened. 

Q: I am sure you are 
aware of whisperings 
around you. 

A: I am not interested! If 
it hurts me? No. Lode, most 
of the Israeli press think it 
is imperative to criticise. At 
the same time, there is such 
a difference between the 
letters and the press arti- 
cles... In all the 15,000 let- 
ters there was not even one 
letter of criticism. 

Q: A day in the life of 
Shimon Peres, at this point 
in time — how does it 
look? 

A: I get up at five in the 
morning, I exercise for 15 


minutes at home. That is the 
way it has been for 30 
years. When I was young, i 
suffered from back aches. 
Since I have been exercis- 
ing, the pains have disap- 
peared. After that, I read the 
newspapers. If I have time, 
) read a book. I continue 
reading in the evening. I 
reach the office at seven in 
the morning. Usually, my 
working day is finished at 
eleven at night. If I have a 
chance, I try to rest in the 
afternoon. I always prefer 
eating at home, both 
because of Sonia's food and 
because of the strict securi- 
ty I am obliged to have. I do 
not feel like spoiling the 
atmosphere at any restau- 
rant... 

Q: Describe the last vaca- 
tion you took. 

A: It was two weeks ago. 
i was in Beit Gavriel on the 
Sea of Kinneret (A lake in 
the north of Israel). I love 
Kinneret very much. I 
wrote the speech for the 
ceremony in Philadelphia at 
which I received the Peace 
Medal. In the evening, I 
went out for a stroll on the 
shore of the Kinneret. I like 
walking, I like swimming. 

Q: Rabin’s assassin meant 
to assassinate you as well. 
Do you think of death? 

A: I am not afraid! It does 
not occupy my thoughts, it 
does not interest me. 

Q: Do you believe in des- 
tiny? 

A: No! Not in the stars 
and all that... How do 1 
explain the fact that Rabin 
was murdered (and 1 was 
not)? Chance. 

Q: The chief editor of an 
Aran newspaper said to me: 
“Peres, Rabin and King 
Hussein, even Yasser Arafat 
— they developed a friend- 
ship -between themselves. 
The problem is that they ran 
too far ahead of their peo- 
ples.” 

A: That is true. I believe 
leaders must run ahead of 
their peoples! It is true. Lis- 
ten to a story: One of the 
letters I received was writ- 
ten by a disabled 17-year- 
old boy who has spent his 
whole life in a wheel chair. 
He writes to me: *T have a 
disability from birth, but I 
am not sure I would want to 
be rid of my disability, I am 
not sure I could cope with 
the world without my dis- 
ability." This youth had a 
blind girlfriend He contin- 
ues: “She also does not 
want to see the light of day. 
She does not know how she 
will cope with the sun, she 
is afraid...” The Israeli peo- 
ple, continues the boy, “are 
afraid of making peace, 
they are afraid of getting 
out of their wheelchairs..." 

Q: Turkey and Israel 
signed an agreement .on 
■military cooperation that is 
considered a threat by cer- 
tain parties in the Arab 
World. 


A: In the Islamic World 
there are wo schools: the 
fundamentalist school that 
wants to return the Muslims 
to the darkness of the Mid- 
dle Ages, and the modem 
school. The fanatic school 
is headed by Iran. The mod- 
em school is headed by 
Turkey. No, there is no war 
with Islam. Between the 
Turks and the Israelis there 
is not only u geographic 
proximity', there is also a 
shared history. We have not 
made agreements against 
anyone, but rather against 
something. I am the one 
who cultivated relations 
with Turkey, when I was 
still foreign minister. 

Q: A coalition with the 
Likud government — is it 
on the agenda? 

A: 1 do not think about a 
coalition. I think about the 
reason for its existence. 
Any coalition geared to the 
advancement of the peace 
process is OK with me. 

Q: So it is on the agenda! 


“The Israeli 
people are 
afraid of 
making 
peace, they 
are afraid of 
getting out of 
their wheel- 
chairs... 


A: Whether it will 

become something practi- 
cal? The direction interests 
me more than the sense of 
power, of being in control. 

Q: How will you be able 
to promote^ peace from the 
opposition? - 

A: We areV bloc of ‘52 
members in the Knesset. 
We do not have majority. 

Q: And you do not have a 
tradition of being a fighting 
opposition... 

A: You should know that 
liberal forces fight with less 
fanaticism than the forces 
of the extreme right... 

Q: Hand on your heart: 
The Syrians, were they 
really and truly ready for 
peace? 

A: But what is a peace 
partner? It is an enemy. I 
believe Assad wanted 
peace. 

Q: Did you speak with 
him? 

A: No, no. Not directly. 

Q: Shimon Peres, in one 
sentence — what type of 
person are you? 

A: A person whose brain 
brought him to the conclu- 
sion that the most moral 
thing to do — even at. the 
price of controversy and 
struggles — is to serve his 
people. 


Economic misery scars war- wrecked Kabul 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 
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KABUL — Niaz Moham- 
mad, a skeletal, anaemic 
two-year-old, fights for his 
life in a Kabul hospital 
ward, with glucose and 
saline solution dripping 
into his arm. 

“The prognosis is not 
good, but he might live,” 
says Mohammad Younis 
Ismat, director of the Indira 
Gandhi Children’s Hospi- 

al. . , 

Every week the hospital 
admits about 70 severely 
malnourished children, 
their desperate condition 
the most visible evidence of 
poverty and hunger among 
Kabul’s one million or 
more people. 

“Fifty to 60 per cent of 
children are suffering mild 
or moderate malnutrition 
and one or two per cent are 
severe cases who need hos- 
pital treatment."" Asmatul- 
lah Arab, a senior official at 
the Public Health Ministry, 
told Reuters. 

Since the fall of a com- 
munist government in april 
1992 Kabul has endured 
factional fighting that has 


wrecked much of the city 
and killed or wounded tens 
of thousands of people. 

Growing economic hard- 
ship now compounds the 
misery of living under the 
daily threat of rockets, 
bombs and bullets in a city 
deprived of electricity, run- 
ning water and other basic 
services. 

Rampant inflation, linked 
to the collapsing value of 
the afghani, the local cur- 
rency, has made it hard 
even for people lucky 
enough to have jobs to eke 
out a subsistence. 

The afghani has plummet- 
ed to about 15,500 to the 
dollar from 5,500 at the 
beginning of the year, while 
public employees earn an 
average monthly salary of 
about 80,000 afghanis. 

President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani’s government, 
which controls only five of 
Afghanistan’s 33 provinces 
and has hardly any sources 
of revenue, fuels inflation 
by freely printing money. 

“The Afghan economy is 
now mainly agriculture. 
But we can't tax fanners, 
we don’t control any bor- 
ders to collect customs and 


exports are less than 10 per 
cent of their pre-war level,” 
said a government official, 
who asked not to be named. 

“We have no other 
income except ordering 
container loads of ban- 
knotes from Russia," he 
acknowledged. “People 
have lost confidence in the 
Afghan currency due to the 
speedy inflation. This 
makes the gap between rich 
and poor more visible, and 
life is hell for people with- 
out access to foreign 
exchange.” 

Western aid workers say 
the summer months, when 
crops are harvested, have 
brought some relief after a 
bitter winter when Kabulis 
found the cost of food and 
fuel soaring out of reach. 

“Although shops are fell 
and food is available, due to 
the increased devaluation 
of the afghani and prices 
still remaining very high, 
more and more people are 
not able to purchase their 
daily requirements,” said 
Thomas Gunner, deputy 
head of mission of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRCj. 

He said concern was 


already growing about how 
tens of thousands of vulner- 
able families can be fed and 
adequately sheltered from 
the cold in a few months’ 
time. 

“We certainly fear that next 
winter is going to be as harsh, 
if not harsher, than the last 
one,” Mr. Gunner said. 

The ICRC now plans to 
extend its food aid programme 
to cover 30,000 families, up 
from 15.000-20.000 at the start 
of the year. 

Mr. Gurmer said that ICRC 
surveys over the past seven 
years had shown a steady, bnt 
chronic deterioration in the 
health of people in Kabul, 
especially children, whose 
growth may be stunted. 

“We cannot talk of an acute 
problem of malnutrition- .But 
you find more and more chron- 
ically. slightly malnourished 
children." 

Afghanistan is one of the 
world's poorest nations. 
Afghans can expea to live 44 
years and only 31 per cent are 
literate. Of each 1.000 children 
bom. J64 do not reach their 
first birthday. Daily food 
intake is just 1.710 calories. 

The U.N. Children’s Fund, 
die World Health Organisation 


and other relief agencies are 
helping die government organ- 
ise mass immunisation cam- 
paigns in June and July, with 
the second round timed to 
coincide with the Atlanta 
Olympics for fund-raising. 

The aim is to protect hun- 
dreds of thousands of children 
against polio, diphtheria, per- 
tussis, tetanus and measles, 
reduce their iodine deficiency 
and vaccinate mothers against 
tetanus. 

Relief agencies say they are 
hard-pressed to raise money 
from international donors who 
have at times seemed to weary 
of Afghanistan’s seemingly 
intractable conflict. 

Martin Barber, outgoing 
head of the U.N. Office for 
Coordinating Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghanistan, 
said that some progress had 
been made in rehabilitation 
efforts, but last winter in Kabul 
had shown that the improve- 
ment was fragile. 

“The trigger for a real accel- 
eration in the improvement of 
the humanitarian situation 
would of course be peace.” he 
said. “And what every Afghan 
is waiting for is for the peace 
process to yield a real, positive 
benefit." 



An Afghan mother holds her severely malnourished son in a hospital in Kabul 
(Reuter photo) 
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Arab Gulf countries in drive 
to develop bourses to aid reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf are pressing 
ahead with plans to develop 
their burgeoning stock mar- 
kets to attract capital and 
ensure the success of eco- 
nomic reforms, bankers and 
dealers have said 

Some members of the six 
states Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) have 
already given access to for- 
eign investors into their 
bourses while others have 
announced similar plans to 
lure capital needed for their 
reforms. 

Restrictions on fbreigD 
ownership of shares and 
large government share- 
holding have smothered 
GCC exchanges and made 
turnover among the lowest 
in the world despite their 
relatively high market capi- 
talisation. 

According to the Bahrain 
Inie-rnadonal Bank (BIB), 
GCC states attract less than 
one per cent of the private 
global capital invested in 
developing nations because 
of the restrictions on for- 
eign ownership and other 
factors. . 

“The capital markets 
infrastructure in the region 
is largely inadequate and 
there is also a pressing need 
for better regulation of 


stockbrokers and for inde- 
pendent research. Neverth- 
less the process of change 
is already under way." BIB 
said in a study published in 
the London-based Bankers 
magazine. 

It referred to Oman's 
decision last year to expand 
the scope of foreign owner- 
ship of shares and plans by 
Bahrain to follow suit 

In Saudi Arabia, the top 
oil power in the world, 
authorities are considering 
allowing foreigners to 
invest through mutual funds 
as they are currently barred 
from owning shares in local 
trading institutions. 

Kuwait, which has the 
second busiest bourse, is 
also opting for investment 
for expatriates while the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar are plan- 
ning to allow foreigners to 
deal in shares when they 
open floors. 

“Gulf states are no 
strangers to tight budgetary 
pressures. However, gov- 
ernments are beginning to 
appreciate that equity mar- 
kets provide an effective 
way of reducing the finan- 
cial burden" BIB said. 

“At the same time, they 
are broadening the involve- 
ment of the private sector as 


well as introducing foreign 
capital into die economy,” 
the study added. 

GCC states, sitting atop 
45 per cent of the world's 
oil wealth, have launched 
reforms to repair economic 
damage caused by week 
crude prices. 

The reforms include pri- 
vatisation of some public 
enterprises and officials 
have called for measures to 
upgrade capital markets for 
this purposes. - '• 

Official figures show that 
around 300 banks and com- 
panies trade their shares in 
the GCC markets, with 
their capitalisation standing 
at $75 .5 billion at the end 
of 1995. Turnover exceeded 
$5 billion during that year 
but most of it was recorded 
in the speculative maikets 
of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Share-dealing in Saudi 
Arabia is conducted 
through banks and other 
authorised brokers but its 
market capitalisation is by 
far the highest in the Mid- 
dle East, standing at $42.5 
billion at the end of 1995. 

“Privatisations will large- 
ly boost activity in the Gulf 
stock markets as they have 
been choked by high state 
ownership and the absence 


of formal floors in some 
members” said Zuhair 
Kaswani, a leading UAE 
stockbroker. 

“Opening the door for 
foreign investors will also 
make them even busier and 
attract funds needed to 
finance privatisation,” he 
told AFP. 

Most Gulf states have 
said they are determined to 
give way to the private sec- 
tor after decades of state 
domination of the economy. 
They believe this will ease 
their financial burden and 
invigorate their economies 
that have sharply slowed 
down over the past decade 
because oflow oil prices. 

Reforms over the past five 
years have boosted the pri- 
vate sector’s share in the 
GCC economy to arouod 
45 per cent from 40 per cent 
and officials said they 
expected the level to exceed 
50 per cent in 2000. They 
noted the GCC private sec- 
tor bad the capability to 
spearhead economic activi- 
ty given its vast wealth. 

“GCC markets need to 
diversify to present a more 
realistic reflection of the 
region's economies," BIB 
said. 


Aqaba port sees fall in Iraqi cargo 
during first half of this year 


BySuIeiman A1 Khalkfi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Iraqi food 
purchase via Jordan's Red 
Sea Port of Aqaba fell 28 
per cent in the first half of 
1996 as Baghdad delayed 
deals while it awaited the 
now concluded U.N. “oil- 
for-food” accord, business- 
"Sen and shippers said on 
Friday. ■ - ■ 

Jordan Shipping Agents 
Association figures 
obtained- by Reuters show 
Iraq imported via Aqaba 
Port a total of 237,545 
tonnes of three basic com- 
modities — sugar, rice and 
wheat. That was a drop of 
28 per cent from 330,655 
tonnes in first half of 1995. 

Wheat fell to 148,020 
tonnes against 198,080 a 
year earlier, and sugar 
imports dropped sharply to 
32,255 tonnes from 
100,255. Only rice imports 
were up, by 77 per cent to 
57270 tonnes. 

Shippers attributed the 
decline to Iraq delaying 
major grain deals before 
last May’s deal which 
allows it to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil over six 
months, on a renewable 


basis, to buy food and 
hu manitari an supplies. 

However, Jordanian busi- 
nessmen are now bracing 
for a period of renewed Iraq 
cargo activity once food 
shipments start unloading 
at the port Aqaba is a key 
unloading port under the 
oil-for-food deal and offi- 
cials and shippers hope it 
will handle at least 3040 
per cent of the food pur- 
chases. 

Optimism has also grown 
with recent assurances from 
senior Iraqi officials that 
they will mainly rely on 
Aqaba, although they will 
also make maximum use of 
the Gulf Port of Um Qasr. 

To boost Aqaba’s compet- 
itiveness, Jordan will soon 
announce a substantial low- 
ering of handling charges to 
include major incentives for 
Iraq-bound cargo, officials 
said. 

It hopes it will counter 
competition from Israel's 
Mediterranean ports after a 
June transport deal raised 
worries that a trickle of 
cargo imported by traders 
via these ports could grow 
and undermine the port’s 
long-term position. 

The report showed that 


Aqaba's total tonnage in 
first half of 1996, including 
reexports to Iraq, dropped 
3,6 per cent year-on-year to 
5.35 million tonnes from 
5.55 million. 

Businessmen say imports 
fell with signs of an eco- 
nomic slowdown after a 
short-lived investment 
boom in some sectors. 

Exports remained steady 
at around 3.1 million 
tonnes, but at least 2.S mil- 
lion tonnes still comprised 
Ionian's main currency 
earners, phosphates and 
potash. 

Aqaba’s activity in 1995 
rose 1 1 per cent to a rotal of 
11.755 million tonnes, 
reversing a decline dating 
from the 1 990-9 1 Gulf cri- 
sis. 

It has suffered since most 
Iraqi cargo was baited with 
the imposition of a U.N. 
embargo on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
Reexports to Iraq fallen to 
less titan a quarter of pre- 
Gulf levels. 

Iraq’s total imports in 
1995 reached 685,455 
tonnes, up 77 per cent from 
1994. 


EU budget row offers glimpse of future challenges 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Eu- 
ropean Union (EU) bas 
bowed to the realities of the 
market place by agreeing an 
unprecedented spending 
freeze for 1997. 

The agreement came at an 
acrimonious meeting pf EU 
budget ministers Thursday 
after years of heated debate 
between those, mainly in 
northern Europe, who saw 
the EU's mushrooming ex- 
penditure as profligacy and 
others, especially southern- 
ers, who defended it as cru- 
cial for building European 
unity. 

Paradoxically the austeri- 
ty drive led by Germany 
and France came from a 
desire to achieve a key new 
step towards integration, 
the planned launch of a sin- 
gle currency in 1999. 

The agreed “zero-growth” 
budget that slashes 2.5 bil- 
lion European Currency 
Units (ECUs),or about $3 
billion, from next years's 


proposed spending came at 
a time when virtually all 
EU governments are des- 
perately trying to cut their 
budget deficits to qualify 
for monetary union. 

It is in 1997 that countries 
will be judged on whether 
they meet the Maastricht 
treaty's criteria for mone- 
tary union. 

The EU budget ministers’ 
discussions that ended in 
the compromise deal pitted 
poorer countries - such as 
Spain -and Greece against . 
the richer powers of Ger- 
many and France, the two 
major states most strongly 
wedded to ideals of Euro- 
pean unity and tire principal 
promoters of the single cur- 
rency. 

The bulk of the expected 
savings will come from 
reduced spending on the 
EU’s common agricultural 
policy (CAP) and less 
structural aid to many of the 
bloc’s 15 members. An ini- 


tiative to further slash struc- 
tural funds to poorer 
regions was averted after 
intense negotiations. 

“It was pretty ugly up 
there,” said one diplomat, 
referring to often heated 
bilateral talks aimed at bro- 
kering a compromise. 

In practice, savings at the 
EU level are returned to the 
governments, hence the 
strong desire from countries 
such as France and Ger- 
1 many to curb expenditure.. 

• "^In drawing-up the Euro-' 
pean> lUniot£_ budget for 
1997. member states were 
mindfid of the impact of 
co mmitme nts to it on their 
own national budgets,” said 
Hugh Coveney, Ireland’s 
budget minister and chair- 
man of the EU budget 
council. 

After years of hefty spe- 
nding increases — often 
well above the rate of inflar 
tion — analysts say the dif- 
ficulty the EU faces in 


THE Daily Crossword by Edgar R. Fontaine 


ACROSS 
1 Go-between 
6 Garment 
10 Silent Rim star, 
Theda 

14 More tender 

15 Genesis name 

16 Suit to — 

17 Fly 

-20 Forthcoming 

21 A wearing 
away 

22 Sprint 

24 Medicinal plant 

25 Dull finish 
29 Beginning 

32 Government 
watchdog gp. 

33 Hither 

35 Frightful old 
woman 

38 Magic Kingdom 
attraction 

41 Thatgiri 

42 Nut 

43 Radames' 
beloved 

44 Capital of 
Jordan 

45 German pistol 

46 Stallone role 
49 Jacob's twin 
52 Deviation 

55 Slow passages 
in music 
60 Drive 

62 British queen 

63 Rowboat 
requirement 

64 Sweethearts 

65 Stuffs 

66 Worship 

67 Plus 

DOWN 

1 — spumante 

2 Dress 

3 God of love 

4 Gingrich 

5 Electron tube 

6 Acts violently 

7 H — to Billy Joe" 

8 Commanded 

9 Middle East 
prince 

10 Hound 

11 Dined at home 


12 [3 14 15 


Ifl 7 8 9 


110 11 12 |13 


25 26 JZ7 1 28 


129 30 31 


135 36 (37 


46 47 1 48 


|49 50 51 
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12 Survey, briefly 

13 Sicilian mount 

18 Firearms gp. 

19 As plain as the 

— your face 

23 Steroid 

25 Home pest 

26 Name in tennis 

27 Calendar abbr. 

28 Summer goal for 
many 

30 Light 

31 Ornamental 
button 

33 Steering gear 

34 Ms. Bombeck 

35 Former 
Secretary of 
State 

36 Assistant 

37' Growl 

39 Singer Vic 

40 Greek letter 

44 Degrades 

45 Capital of 
Angola 

46 Summary 


B mLm 

I — — 

|l° 

LON 

I N E 

B SB 

l[e g 

AOR 
£ K E 
i TM 
D dI 


47 Place for 
competition 

48 — Mrs. 
(spouses) 

50 Spirited 

51 Summer drink 
53 Horse sound 


54 Time period 

56 Thousands 

57 Nest eggs; abbr. 

58 Tyrant 

59 Method: abbr. 

61 Spanish lady: 

abbr. 


reducing expenditure owes 
much to political and eco- 
nomic imperatives of mon- 
etary union. 

Agricultural spending still 
takes up the lion's share of 
the budget — roughly 50 
percent 

But in percentage terms, 
it has declined over the 
years and been replaced by 
a steady rise in structural 
funds to 25 to 30 billion 
ECUs that attempt to 
redress the balance between 


rich and poor in Europe by 
building roads and other 
infrastructural projects in 
less wealthy regions. 

For many of the recipients 
of such aid. which often 
goes to support large pro- 
jects, the prospect of a cut- 
back carries enormous 
political risks. 

“The Portuguese and the 
Spainards are making a 
■ .huge effort to join monetary 
ifnion,” says Peter Ludlow, 
director of the Brussels- 


based Centre for European 
Policy Studies. 

“If you started to cut back 
on their structural funds the 
political effect would be 
very strong indeed,” he 
added. 

A related concern for 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ELBIGh 


such countries is EU 
enlargement. The costs 
associated with incorporat- 
ing central and eastern 
European countries at the 
end of the century is a ques- 
tion to which no one quite 
has an answer. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 

This is the tenth ona. Which ^ 
looks the best Harvey? | 

.A _/ 


THE BETTER HALF* By Glasbergen 



OI99BUa«IMlSinM.tK. 


There’s a woman at work who says 
deodorant is bad for the environment. 
But she could wipe out a whole rain 
forest just by lifting her arms!" 


MENGO 


YIVELT 


KRUTEY 


Answer: A 


THE RESULT OF 
CHOPPING FOR THAT 
PERFECT PRE^5>. 

J 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 

\batertjays I Jumbles: PLUSH WHISK NOUGAT SHOULD 
I Answer Those noises from coyotes sounded like - 
NIGHT HOWLS 


Peanuts 

/and here, rerun, is' 

WHERE YOU'LL BE 
V 60IN6T0 SCHOOL..- 




KINDERSARTEnYtHAt's ' { I.IUPW r GcrniiT \ 

THROUGH THE / EIGHT ! ( i ) 

SB/EHTH 6RA PE^VEARS! y j \LI ^ BE A ^° LP MAK L/ 


Andy Capp 
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S, ■ 7~Jf pUTTHE 
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poir yscifis 
} VGXTCVCHfm 
ACHNSAaO/ER. 
I'LL HA/E AN HOUR 
IN BSD FI CAN . 
►MANAflHTHE^ 
THE STAIRS- V 
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By Thomas . Pierson, 
AsrrologeiCanvll 
Higher Fcndation 

ARIES: (Mi± 21 to 
April 19) F-mulatc a 
new plan of £ion today 
which can hp you to 
gain your pals with 
greater efficacy. You 
can quickly imrove your 

career at this me if you 

use the advic- provided 
by some knodedgeable 
person. 

TAURUS: (Aril 20 to 
May 211 Bt. alert to 
changes todaywhich are 
occurring in bsiness and 
this can bring /eater suc- 
cess to you i the days 
ahead. Later tls evening 
will be good or you to 
meet with sorr- authority 
figure and disuss a plan 
of action you hve. 
GEMINI: (Nay 21 to 
June 21) Bettf orgnjsing 
your daily existence 
today can brin. more suc- 
cess to you/n business. 


Be direct 


stating 


Pf 

f ' I 

■ ! 


■, n < sa> | 


• 


your plans JFc the days 
ahead and /tick to some 
game plan /which you 
nave developed under the 
authority c a bigwig. 
MOON CmiiDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) State 
your ambitiois today and 
discuss themwith others 
who can hdp you to 
attain them, jo to bed 
early tonight ;o that you 
are refreshed t> band any „ 
difficulties wHch could * 
develop in th« coming 
days ahead or n'xt week. 
LEO: (Julv 22 o August 
21) You can get the 
week’s activitie. sched- 
uled intelligentlytoday so 
that everything will go 
along smoothly. 3e wise 
in all" of your career activ- 
ities later this eveiing and 
you can handle aiv diffi- 
culties which ' could 
develop. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September ' 22) Your 
entertainment affairs 
today should also iave an 
element of practicality in 
them. Find . a sensible 
.joanner of ••showing your 
-finest talents . for some 
bigwig and you can gain 
much success in the aays 
ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get your 
home in fine order today 
and don’t ask for help of 
your loved ones, however, j 
quiedy go about, your * 
business *conscientjousIy. 
Later this evening you 
will be able to complete 
some project with some 
assistance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Study 
into your newspaper and 
other periodicals today 
rind acquire the informa- 
tion you need for com- 
pleting some task. Handle 
communications well this 
evening and you will 
notice an increase in the 
level of your success. 
•SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You have free 
time tociay to study ycur 
property and think up 
ways to make it more 
valuable and financially 
stable. Retire fairly early 
tonight so that your mind 
is clear to handle any 
business or career related 
activities. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20 j This is 
a good day today to get 
every phase of your 
career activities planned $1 
to that there, is greater 
efficiency at this time and 
in the days ahead. Tonight 
you can stay home with 
your loved ones and just 
relax with them. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
more concerned with 
helping others today and 
forget personal pleasures 
at this time. Any social 
activities should also be 
sacrificed this evening so 
that you can spend some 
time on more important 
monetary activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a fine 
day today for showing 
appreciation to good 
friends who have done 
favours for you in previ- 
ous days, and good 
results will follow. Later 
this evening you can meet , 
with some bigwig and r 
devise a plan of action for 
some project. 

JJirthstone of July: 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye. 
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Thousands 
more jobs 
at risk, 
Philips 


** * ■ 

unions say 

if*. 

i tvr. 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Un- 


ions at Philips Friday said 

.... 

thousands more jobs in west- 

<Q p 1 . 5r. — 

' - era Europe could be at risk 


after Europe’s biggest elec- 


. . ironies group announced it 


: r § was restructuring its sound 

• ‘ V- 

vision business, shedding 

^ P ' 

6,000 jobs over 1 S months. 

-f\r , 

“There will be pressure 


everywhere in western Eu- 


rope on jobs because of the 

* k» 

(Philips second-quarter,) re- 

* ■" • . x r. •’ • 

sults,” said secretary Ad Ver- 

• - - 

boeven of the De Unie union. 

1 * -S. 

“There may be pressure in 
the U$., too, because those 


two areas of the world are 


not doing so well,” he added. 

v 

Flagging consumer elec- 


tronics sales and severe price 

t ' V "a 

pressure, especially in 

• ' . 

Europe and the United 

■ -a- ' ■- * 

States, have taken their toll 
on the Dutch electronics 
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On Thursday it announced 
a second-quarter net loss of 
456 million guilders (S273 
million), prompting plans to 
axe 6,000 jobs, 1 5 per cent of 
its 38,000 global sound 
vision workforce. 

Mr. Verhoeven said aro- 
und 250 of these jobs would 
go in tlie Netherlands, with 
the rest concentrated in Bel- 
gium, Austria. Germany and 
France. 

“We don’t exclude the do- 
awe of factories or the inte- 
gration of production in these 
countries since Philips is 
looking at their industrial 
position in western Europe 
as a wbole,”'he said 

“They are also looking ai 
their product portfolio so we 
must expect diem to sell or 
stop some of their activities.'* 

The sound vision division, 
which began production in , 
1927 with banery-operared - 
radio . receivers and now 
comprises television, audio, 
video equipment and interac- 
tive media systems, has hit 
lean times since the glory 
days of inventing compact 
discs. 

Other parts of the con- 
sumer electronics division, 
such as car systems and bu- 
siness electronics, also face 
problems. 

“Several thousand jobs 
may go in western Europe by 
the end of this year.in pro- 
fessional products and sys- 
tems ” Mr. Vferhoeven said, 
adding that parts of the com- 
ponents division were also 
under threat, although semi- 
conductors should escape the 
axe. 

Philips finance chief, Du- 
dley Eustace said Thursday 
that transferring some work 
to lower-cost countries in 
Europe and Asia would be 
a key part of the restructur- 
ing. 


Egypt says Suez Canal 
will never be privatised 


Cairo < afp) — Egypt 
rnday celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of the national- 
isation of the Suez Canal 
pledging that the strategic 
man-made waterway will 
never be privatised. 

“The Suez Canal and its 
companies will never be 
privatised, they are part of 
Egyptian history," the pres- 
ident of the Suez Canal 
Authority. General Ahmad 
Fadel, told reporters. 

Former Egyptian presi- 
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser 
announced the canal was 
being nationalised on July 
26, 1956, to finance the 
construction of the huge 
Aswan dam on the Nile 
River in southern Egypt. 

But the move sparked an 
armed conflict with France, 


Britain and Israel, who 
feared the strategic water- 
way which connects the 
Mediterranean to the Red 
Sea could be cut off. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union forced a cea- 
sefire in the armed standoff 
after several ships were 
sunk, blocking off the canal 
until a clean-up operation 
had been completed in 
April 1957. 

The waterway, inaugurat- 
ed in 1869 after being built 
by French and British com- 
panies, was closed again in 
June 1967 at the beginning 
of the Arab- Israeli war and 
did not reopen until June 
1975. 

Revenues from the water- 
way meanwhile fell by 2.4 
per cent in the first quarter 


of 1996 to S933 million 
because of a slump in 
international shipping, the 
head of the Suez Canal 
Authority said. “Revenue 
from the canal stood at 
S933 million in the first 
quarter, down by $23 mil- 
lion compared to the same 
period of 1995," General 
Fadel said, quoted by the 
government daily A1 
Gumhuriya. 

He blamed the fall on a 
stagnation in international 
maritime traffic and “the 
existence of large oil 
reserves in the seven indus- 
trialised countries* mean- 
ing less tanker traffic 
through the Suez Canal. 

In 1995 revenue from the 
international waterway 
climbed to SI. 95 billion 


compared to $1.88 billion 
the year before, despite a 
fall in oil tanker traffic. 

The Suez Canal is among 
Egypt’s main sources of 
foreign currency, along 
with the transfer of money 
home by expatriates ($5 bil- 
lion a year), tourism ($2 
billion ) and oil ($1.5 bil- 
lion ). 

General Fadel also said 
the canal authorities are 
pushing ahead with plans to 
deepen the canal to 20 
metres by 2000 in a bid to 
attract traffic now passing 
round Africa on the Asia- 
Europe route. 

Cairo has already reduced 
by 20 per cent the canal tar- 
iff for oil tankers this year. 
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Daily 


Beat 


A review ol news from the Arabic press 


Central Bank drops JD50 banknote idea; 
market awash with foreign currencies 


** THE IDEA of issuing a JD50 banknote has 
been shelved, Central Bank Assistant Governor 
Mohammad laser told AJ Aswaq noting that 
the matter was just a thought that was floated 
only for a study in the past. Commenting on 
putting a dinar, 500 fils and 250 fils of coins 
into circulation. Mr. laser said the new 
issuance of these coins was undertaken after 
detailed studies of the local market needs. He 
stressed that the viability of such an issuance 
lies in the cost being lower than that of paper 
money in addition to the long period which 
coins can endure in circulation compared to the 
paper money which, due to continued usage, 
gets worn out within a short period of time. 

Mr. laser emphasised that putting the coins 
in circulation carries no negative effect on the 
value of the dinar which has been strengthen- 
ing due to the improvement in [he Kingdom's 
hard currency reserves. 

Banking sources, dealing in the foreign 
exchange parallel market, said demand was 
high for Jordanian dinars in this period which 
also witnessed a large supply of foreign cur- 
rencies. This has improved the dinar rate 
against the dollar and other currencies, the 
sources said. The Central Bank official said a 
total of JD3 .5 million worth of coins in one 
dinar, half a dinar and quarter of a dinar 
denominations were put into circulation 
Wednesday. The amounts were l.S million 
coins of one dinar each, three million coins of 


500 fils each and five million coins each for 
250 fils. Mr. Jaser explained that currency 
issued by the Central Bank declined to 
JD1.026 billion, of which JDJ0.8 million in 
coins, by the end of last May 3996. The drup. 
by about JD50.3 million or 9.5 per cent com - 
pared to April 1996. was due to some denomi- 
nations of paper money being worn oul The 
Central Bank has previously announced about 
destroying banknotes periodically for JIM 19 
million of which only about JD51 million 
remain in circulation. 

Currency in circulation. Mr. Jaser indicated, 
has fallen back to JD983.7 million by the end 
of May. The drop by JD64.3 million, or 9.4 per 
cent compared to the amount at the end of 
April, was attributed to the syphoning of pan 
of the liquidity through the certificates of 
deposit issued weekly by the Central Bunk. 

Moneychanger Hani Saudi confirmed that 
the rate of the dinar against the dollar and for- 
eign currencies has improved as a result of 
high demand for the Jordanian currency and 
large supply of foreign currencies. Exchange 
rate Thursday reached 710/711 to the dollar 
compared to 712/713 a day earlier, Mr. Saudi 
said. He noted that the large supply of foreign 
currencies at present was about 30 per cent 
above normal levels and he expected foreign 
currencies to rise by S150 million during the 
coming two months (A1 Aswaq). 
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Sizzling end to swimming 


and start to athletics 


Sri Lankan sprinter defeats Johnson in 400m preliminaries 


ATLANTA (R) — 

America's swimmers 
grabbed a world record and 
{he last gold in the pool on 
Friday with a thundering 
men's 4x100 metres medley 
victory that gave the United 
State/ a clean sweep of the 
Olympic relay tides. 

Ensuring the spotlight 
stayed on the Georgia Tech 
Aquatic Centre until the last 
moment, the U.S. Medley 
quartet touched in three 
minutes 34.84 seconds, 
beating the world Mark of 
3:36.93 that the Americans 
set at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 

The hosts won all six 
Atlanta relay titles and 13 
swimming golds overall, 
helping to put them at the 
top of the medals table 
ahead of Russia. 

To add to the excitement, 
U.S. swimmer Amy Van 
Dyken beat Chinese world 
champion Le Jingvi to the 
women's 50 metres 
freestyle and won her fourth 
gold. Australia's Kieren 
Perkins retained his 1.500 
metres title with an out- 
standing performance after 
only just qualifying for the 
final. 

There was drama aplenty 
over at the Olympic stadi- 
um, too. on day one of the 
track and field. 



The Olympic flame burns in the night sky as the second heat of the women’s 5000 
metre qualifying makes their way around the track July 26 during the first day of 
track and field competition. Over 160,000 fans viewed the track and field during a 
morning and evening session at the Olympic Stadium in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


Britain's Linford Christie, 
the 36-year-old defending 
champion, had no trouble 
reaching Saturday's 100 
metres semi-finals along 
with fastest qualifier 
Frankie Fredericks of 
Namibia. Ato boJdon of 
Trinidad and Tobago, who 



also had a superb run, 
promised a scorching final 
on Saturday. 

“The winner of this final 
will, guaranteed 100 per- 
cent, break the world 
record," he said. “There will 
be two men under 9.80 sec- 
onds.” The record stands at 
9.S5. 

Defending champion Gail 
Devers stayed on track to 
retain the 100 metres title 
she won in 1992 by break- 
ing the 11-second barrier 
twice to make Saturday’s 
semis. 

Sri Lankan Sugath 
Thilafcaratne savoured a 
taste of Olympic immortali- 
ty by defeating .Michael 


sued organisers for illegal 
overcharging. 

To add to the agony, 
Brazilian men's basketball 
coach Ari Vidal called the 
glitch-plagued games the 
most disorganised sporting 
event he had seen. 

But Olympic chief plan- 
ner Billy Payne brushed 
aside such criticism, declar- 
ing the event a hit and urg- 
ing reporters to stop griping. 

At the badminton, it was 
the lack of testing competi- 
tion rather than glitches that 
upset top seed Ye Zhaoying. 

“It's just ordinary,” she 
said after demolishing 
Malaysia's Chan Chia Fong. 

I’m not too happy.” 



Ato Boldon of Trinidad leads the field on his way to 
qualify for tomorrow afternoon’s 100m semifinal with 
the time of 9.95 second, in Olympic Stadium. 
(Reuters photo) 


strolled across - tbe-fine to 
qualify comfortably. 

Another unknown. North 
Korean teenager Kye Sun. 
muscled in on the action 
with a sensational win over 
Japan’s seemingly unstop- 
pable Ryoko Tamura to take 
Olympic gold in the extra- 
lightweight event on die last 
day of the judo. 

In the opening athletics 
event, Ecuador secured their 
first Olympics medal of any 
kind when Jefferson Perez 
won the men’s 20-km walk. 
Randy Barnes, who missed 
Barcelona because of a dop- 
ing ban, won the men's shot 
for the United States. 

Outside the sporting 
arena, the International 
Olympic Committee called 
for an end to drugs innuen- 
do, saying athletes were 
human beings with the same 
rights as anyone else. 

Atlanta's Olympic tale of 
woe took a turn for the 
worse when cash-strapped 
street vendors filed a law- 
suit and a basketball fan 


Alb anian immigrant 

destroyed his rivals with 
three world records to win 
the light-heavyweight class. 

One of only 13 lifters to 
have won two Olympic 
golds and a rare showman in 
die sport, he whipped the 
audience into carnival mood 
with his antics after realis- 
ing with his first lift he was 
going to retain his 1992 
ride. 

Li Duibong won China’s 
first shooting gold of the 
games in the women's 25- 
metre sport pistoL 
Compatriot Yang Ling then 
took the men’s 10-metre 
running target title. 

The three-day equestrian 
event came to a memorable 
climax. Reserve horse ready 
teddy, with no experience at 
international level, pro- 
duced a clear final round to 
win gold for New Zealand's 
world champion Blyth Tait 
— himself a late replace- 
ment for compatriot and 
Olympic champion Marie 
Todd. 


Dream Team crush China 
as Barkley steals the show 


ATLANTA (R) — Phoenix 
Suns ''forward Charles 
Barkley stole the show on 
Friday without shooting a 
basket as the U.S. Olympic 
Dream Team went through 
its whole range of tricks on 
and off the court. 

Barkley, rested for the 
133-70 drubbing of China, 
won the biggest cheer of the 
night when he led the 
crowd in dancing to the vil- 
lage people's “YMCA" 
during a second half time- 
out. 

The 34,000 crowd in the 
Georgia Dome chanted for 
Barkley to join the final 
stages of the game but he 
continued to rest noncha- 
lantly on his elbows at 
courtside, chewing on bub- 
ble gum. 

Coach Lenny Wilfcens 
said Barkley was not 
injured but had been rested. 

“We wanted to give him a 
rest, save him ,” he said. 

He was scarcely missed as 
the galaxy of American 
stars found their own 
rhythm to chalk up the third 
highest score in Olympic 
basketball history. 

“We looked to play the 
game tonight and made a 
lot of things happen,” said 
Wilkens, pleased his team 
had produced the goods 
after their first three match- 
es, all easy wins, had drawn 
a muted reaction from crit- 
ics. 

“We still have a tendency 
to overpass but I think all 
the young players are fitting 
in welL” he said. 

Some of the Dream 
Team's speed of movement 
and passing was breathtak- 
ing but the lack of real 
opposition made the crowd 
restless and grateful for 
Barkley’s courtside down- 
ing. 

Wilkens stressed the 
importance of w inning die 


Olympic gold once more — 
something the Americans 
have done 10 rimes in 12 
previous games. 

“This is not the all-star 
game. You want to enjoy 
die experience but you also 
want to win.” 

“We’re not concerned 
what the Dream Team of 92 
did or the (world champi- 
onship) one in 1994. The 
goal is to win a gold medal. 
That's the bottom line.” 


Yugoslavia beat Brazil, 
top Group B 



4 


Undefeated Yugoslavia 
clinched the number one 
spot in Group B as expected 
with a 101-82 win against 
Brazil in the Olympic 
men's basketball tourna- 
ment on Friday. 

Every man on the 
Yugoslav roster played and 
all but one scored as they 
raced to a 10-point lead in 
less than three minutes and 
a 24-point lead at halftime. 

Yugoslavia's Predrag 
Danilovic was the top scor- 
er of the game with 22 
points. 

Brazil’s Oscar Schmidt 
played for just 13 minutes 
in the first half because he 
said “the game was already 
at an end. ” 

The 38-year-old, compet- 
ing in his fifth Olympics, 
scored only six points in the 
first half. He came back for 
the last 7 1/2 minutes of the 
game “just to run” and 
reduce the margin of defeat, 
winding up with 14 points 
altogether. 

Yugoslavia have won all 
four of their matches so far. 
Brazil (1-3) complete their 
preliminary round against 
South Korea, who have yet 
to register a win, and are 
then likely to face the all- 
conquering U.S. Dream 
Team in the quarter-finals. 


ITV’s Olympic coverage. 
on Channe 1 2 for Sunday 
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Cycling finals 
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Boxing preliminaries 
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Gymnastics individual 
Summary C (Channel 1) 
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Georgians cheered as 
Cuban boxers stumble 


What they’re saying at the Olympics 


it £* 


• ■?.-=« .fjt __ ’ V. . 

ATLANTA (AFP) -Ttyhat people are saying at the Atlanta 
Olympics: 

* “ Now after three months in Cuba before the Olympics 
and having a good Cuban national coach we have over- 
come our fear of the Cubans . because no one is invincible 

Manuel Lopez, president of Filipino bating after light - 
flyweight Mansueto Velasco beat Cuba's Yosvani Aguilera 

* "l managed to brainwash myself into thinking the gold 
medal was mine, and behind the blocks I was utterly 
focused and knew exactly what I had to do" — triple world 
record-holder Kieren Perkins after winning the 1,500 
metre freestyle. 

* “This is a victory for all the nerds out there. ” twenty- 
three-year-old American Amy Van Dyken after she beat 
Chinese world champion Le Jingyi in the 50m freestyle. 

* “ Being famous takes some getting used to ” — World 
triple jumper Jonathan Edwards after finishing well down 
in qualifying. 

* "I’U be staying in the games. 1 am sharing a room with 
Kelly Holmes and I will concentrate on encouraging 
her ” — forty-year-old Tessa Sanderson after failing to 
qualify for the javelin final. 

* “if they can maintain that level throughout the compe- 
tition i they should have no trouble taking gold and silver ” 
— Chinese diving coach Xu riming after Fu Mingxia and 
Guo Jingjing qualified for the semi-finals. 

* “Pharmaceutical companies should help us. They 
should put markers in drugs to make them easier to test. 
They should tell us when they have a new drug that might 
cause problems. ” — track legend Carl Lewis calling on 
pharmaceutical companies to do more in the fight against 
drugs in sport. 


ATLANTA (R) — Two 
Georgias, the one-time 
Soviet Republic and the 
U.S. State, hailed their 
Olympic boxing heroes on 
Friday as two Cubans tasted 
defeat. 

Georgian lightweight 
Koba Gogoladze first won a 
standing ovation by out- 
pointing Cuba's Julio 
Gonzalez Valladares, at 31 
the oldest and least promis- 
ing of the Cuban team, 14-9 
to secure a place in the 
quarter-finals. 

‘It’s all the same to me._ 
As long as they're shouting^ 
Georgia it makes me 
happy,” said Gogoladze 
when told that maybe the 
crowd had a different 
Georgia on its mind. 

He was then followed into 
the ring by middleweight 
Roshii Wells, a native of 
Atlanta, who won even 
greater applause from the 
crowd by beating Brazilian 
Ricardo Rodriguez 16-2. 

Filipino light-flyweight 
Mansueto Velasco had ear- 
lier broken the ice by beat- 
ing Yosvani Aguilera and 
becoming the first man at 
the Games to defeat a 
Cuban in the ring. 

On Thursday, three 
Cubans reached the quarter- 
finals while two Americans 
lost. On Friday, the roles 
were reversed. 

Reigning Olympic mid- 
dleweight champion Ariel 
Hernandez, rated pound- 
for-pound the best amateur 
in the world, was the only 
Cuban to win through on a 
night to forget. 

He eliminated Germany’s 
Sven Ottke 5-0. 


The day’s results left both 
Cuba and the United States 
level with four quarter- 
finalisis each to dote. 

The Cubans could, 
although they may not want 
to, take the credit for one of 
their losses. 

Velasco, the Asian cham- 
pion, was coached by 
Aguilera's former Cuban 
coach Raul Fernandez and 
trained for three months on 
the Caribbean Island before 
the Atlanta games. 

“This is really a great day, 
not only for Filinlpp jroxipg' 
butHfor amatetar boxmg'al^ 
well.” said Philippines team 
leader Manuel Lopez, 
whose country has never 
won an Olympic boxing 
gold but dearly fancied its 
chances now. 

"Everyone had the notion 
that you cannot beat the 
Cubans. I think we broke 
that rule.” Lopez said. 4 

The U.S. team, who have 
lost two of their men to the 
Cubans, will be hoping that 
proves the case. 

Lightweight Terrance 
Cauthen was booed from 
the ring after beating 
Mongolian Tumentsetsec 
Ultumen 10-9. 

South African light-fly- 
weight masibulele “hawk” 
Makepula, who carried the 
flag for his country at the 
opening ceremony last 
week, felt the burden of a 
nation’s expectations fall 
upon him as he lost to 
Spain’s Rafael Lozano 14- 
3. 

“I want to say sorry for 
the people of South Africa. 

I was fighting for my coun- 
try, not for myself,” he said. 


ATLANTA (R) — Kieren 
Perkins cast his misfortunes 
aside on Friday to retain the 
Olympic 1 .500 metres 
freestyle title which had 
looked destined to slip from 
his grasp. 

The Australian world 
champion, who had looked 
increasingly vulnerable in 
the past 18 months, recov- 
ered his great powers of old 
in a remarkable victory on 
the final day of the Olympic 
swimming programme. 

Fellow Australian Susan 
O'Neill had earlier crushed 
Michelle Smith's bold bid to 
match American Mark Spitz 
and East German Kristin 
Otto with four Olympic 
swimming titles at a single 
games with a comprehen- 
sive victory in the women’s 


200 metres butterfly. 

The United States brought 
the seven-day programme in 
the Georgia tech pool to a 
rousing end by setting a 
world record in the men’s 
4x100 metres medley relay 
to leave the host nation way 
ahead in the medals table 
with 13 titles. 

It was a great day for the 
Americans, with Amy Van 
Dyken beating China's for- 
midable world champion Le 
Jingyi in the women's 50 
metres freestyle and Brad 
Bridgewater and Tripp 
Schwenk, who had been 
racing together since their 
early teens, produced a one- 
two romp in the men's 200 
backstroke. 

But it was the seemingly 
miraculous revival 


Perkins triumphs against the odds 


of 


Perkins which supplied the 
most compelling spectacle 
of the evening. 

Peridns,. who carried all 
before him with three world 
records and two world titles 
in 1994. managed to qualify 
only for the 1,500 in April’s 
national trials. 

He almost failed to make 
the Atlanta final with an 
insipid showing in the heats 
which saw him through by a 
meagre 0.23 of a second as 
slowest qualifier. 

But the 22-year-old 
Australian was a changed 
man in the final, taking 
immediate charge in the 
outside lane eight and 


stretching way ahead of all 
his rivals for a victory 
which left onlookers won- 
dering why they had ever 
doubted him. 

Perkins won in 14 minutes 
56.40 seconds, fully 25 sec- 
onds faster than in the heats, 
with fellow Australian 
Daniel Kowalski (15:02.43) 
just touching out Britain’s 
Graeme Smith (15:02.48) 
for the silver. 

“That was just the hardest 
swim I’ve ever done,” said 
Perkins, the first man to 
retain the Olympic 1,500 
title since American Mike 
Burton, winner in 1968 and 
1972. 


“In Barcelona I did what 
came naturally. Here I knew 
what could go wrong and 
this is far sweeter. It’s diffi- 
cult to explain what it 
means after what's hap- 
pened in the last couple of 
years.” 

Kowalski, bronze medal- 
fist in the 200 and 400 
freestyle, added a silver to 
his Olympic collection but 
Friday was nor the day for 
the heir apparent to usurp 
the throne of king Perkins. 

Australia, who had nor 
won all week, bad remedied 
that in emphatic style when 
O’Neill finally claimed her 
gold in a one-two win with 


the 


Petria Thomas in 
women’s 200 butterfly. 

Bronze medallist at the 
1992 Olympics and double 
bronze medallist in the 1994 
world championships, 
O'neill had finished fifth in 
both the 200 freestyle and 
LOO butterfly in Atlanta. 

But there was no doubting 
her winning resolve on 
Friday when she subjected 
the previously invincible 
Smith to her first Atlanta 
defeat and relegated Liu 
Li min and Qu Yun, the 
Chinese pair who beat her 
for gold and silver in the 
world championships, to 
fifth and fourth. 


“All those bronzes and 
fifths can be thrown aside 
now. I have been aiming for 
this for all ray career,” said 
O’neill, who won in 2:07.76 
— 2.06 seconds ahead of 
Thomas and 2.15 ahead of 
Smith. “AH my dreams have 
come true.” 

Smith, the 26-year-old 
Irishwoman who has made 
an astonishing advance 
since Barcelona, was far 
from disappointed with her 
bronze having throught she 
might miss the race as her 
goggles snapped and she 
had to borrow another pair. 

“It has been a tough week. 
I have surpassed all my 
dreams,” she said. 

Van Dyken. gold medallist 
id the 100 butterfly and 
sprint freestyle and medley 


100 

and 


relays. completed an 
American record haul of 
four golds in a single games 
and subjected world record- 
holder le to a rare defeat. 

Le, world 50 and 

freestyle champion 

record holder for both long rf 
and short course, had won®} 
the opening Atlanta swim- 
ming gold in the 100 
freestyle. 

She appeared to be head- 
ing for another victory but 
Van Dyken just edged her 
out at the final touch, win- 
ning by just 0.03 of a second 
in 24.87. 

In the men’s 200 back- 
stroke Bridgewaier took 
charge on the second length 
with Schwenk, for years his 
rival in the pool, 
inevitable attendance. 
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CONCORD “1” 

•i£) ■ 

Me) Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

Adel Imam stars in 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 

A: :• j 

Sleeping in Honey 

Dumb and Dumber 

¥: . 

BRAVEHEART 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


winner of 6 Academy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Awards 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 

BRAVEHEART 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 
1 ' 

Shows: 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 


Today presents 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

* or reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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ATHLETICS 
Women's ‘s marathon 
. Women’s heptathlon, dis- 
cus throw, qualifying 
Men’s 110 hurdles, 1st 
[ round 

Women’s 400 hurdles, 1st 
: round 

Women's discus throw, 
' qualifying 

Men’s hammer throw, 
finals 

Men’s long jump, qualify- 
■ ing 

. Men's high jump, final 
Women’s heptathlon, 
' javelin throw 
Men's 110 hurdles, 2nd 
round 


I 1UU11U 

ttlS or Men’s 800, 2nd round 

dS Women's 800, 2nd round 
. ^ , Women’s 400, semifinals 

mxers Stlimhlo Men's 400, semifinals 
' 1 11 IJ1 “ ^omen’s 5.000 final 

, Women’s heptathlon, 800 

.■ (final) 

...BADMINTON 

/•'' . Men’s and Women's dou- 

bles, quarterfinals 
Men's and Women’s sin- 
luanerfinals 
5 ALL 

South Korea vs. Nether- 
lands 

U.S. vs. Cuba 
Nicaragua vs. Australia 
BASKETBALL 
(Men) 

China vs. Lithuania 
Australia vs. Greece 
Yugoslavia vs. Puerto Rico 
Brazil vs. South Korea 
Argentina vs. Angola 
BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
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Men’s gold 
medal match 
BOXING 
Flyweight, light 
weight, and light 
weight 2nd round 
CANOE-KAYAK 
Men’s canoe doubles 
slalom, 1st run to final 
glen’s kayak single slalom, 
1st run to final 
CYCLING 

Men’s and Women’s points 
race, finals 
• Men’s sprint, finals 
Women’s individual pur- 
suit, final 
DIVING 

Men’s springboard, prelims 
EQUESTRIAN 
Open, team dressage 3rd 
- and 4th round 
GYMNASTICS 

Men’s floor exercise, finals 
Women’s vault, finals 
Men’s pommel horse, 
finals 

Women’s uneven bars, 
fi nals 

Meh’s rings, finals 
ROWING 

Meh’s and Women’s light- 
weight double sculls, finals 
Men’s lightweight coxless 
four, finals 

Men’s and Women’s 
quadruple sculls, finals 
Men’s and Women’s light- 
weight double sculls, finals 
SOCCER 
Men quarter-finals) 
Women’s semifinals) 
JABLE TENNIS 
Men’s singles, 2nd round 
TEAM HANDBALL 
(Women) 

Angola vs. South Korea 
China vs. Denmark 
U.S. vs. Hungary 
Germany vs. Norway 
TENNIS 

Men’s singles, 3rd round 
Men’s and Women’s dou- 
bles, 2nd round 
VOLLEYBALL 
(Women) 

Japan vs. China 
Brazil vs. Germany 
South Korea vs. U.S. 
Ukraine vs. Netherlands 
Cuba vs. Russia 
Peru vs. Canada 
WATER POLO 
6th-place to gold medal 
games 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
99kg, Group B 
99kg, Group A finals 
YACHTING 

?Open Star, Open Soling, 

4 Men’s Mistral and Women s 
Mistral 9th and 10th; Open 
Laser and Women's Europe 
7th, 8th races. 



Yugoslavia’s Dejan Savic (bottom) and Croatia’s Damir Glavan (top) battle for the 
ball during a water polo match at the XXVI Summer Olympics. Croatia won the 
match by a score of 8-6 (Reuters photo) 


bronze 



The medalists in the mens 1500m freestyle event display their medals July 26 at the 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center. From left to right; Daniel Kowalski (Australia) Silver; 
Kieren Perkins (Australia) Gold; Graeme Smith(Great Britain) Bronze (Renters 
photo) 


Country 

.United States. 
Russia \ 
.Gfittia . 

.Italy. ;■ 
Australia : 
Poland' • • 
Germany 
Cuba x ,'. •' 

Japan-.'. *.'*/' 
Soutii Koma 

New Zealand 

Turkey ' ... 
Ireland: .. 
Belgium ; 
Ukraihe 
South Africa ; 
Romania, : •; 

Greece? ': 
North Korea v :; . 
Kazakhstan 
Yugoslavia 

Armenia 

Costa Rica 
Ecuador . .. 
Bulgaria l 

Finland ?.. 

Brazil 

Canada. 

Spa ift\. 

Sweeten 

Austria. 

Uzbekistan 

Netheriancte . . 

CzectiRep. 

Georgia 

Mexico 

Moldova 

Mongolia 

Slovakia 
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Thai 

brothers in 
quarters 

ATLANTA (R) — Thai 
brothers somluck and Som- 
rot Kamsiog continued their 
joint march towards the 
medals at the Olympic box- 
ing tournament Saturday 
when somluck reached die 
featherweight quarter-finals. 

Somrot Kamsing won 
through ro the last eight in 
the light-flyweight division 
on fiiday to stand just one 
fight away from being guar- 
anteed at least a bronze 
medal. 

Somluck marched him by 
beating South African 
Phillip Ndou 12-7 in a fight 
that be led from the opening 
round. 

He told Thai reporters that 
the first round, in which he 
was knocked down but still 
won 4-3, bad been tough. “It 
was not a nice fight.,” 


Kersee pulls ouf of heptathlon 


ATLANTA (R) — Jackie Joyner-Kersee of the United 
States, who bad been aiming for a third successive Olympic 
gold medal in the heptathlon, pulled out of the competition 
with an injury after die first event Saturday. 

The American won her 100 metres hurdles race in pour- 
ing rain at the Olympic stadium but was noticeably limping 
towards tbe end and announced she had withdrawn shortly 
afterwards. 

Joyner-Kersee, who is 34, has been one of the most suc- 
cessful female athletes in history and had said before the 


games that it would be her last Olympics. 

• There was no immediate word about her injury or 
whether she would also withdraw from the long jump in 
which she is also entered. 

Joyner-Kersee won a silver medal at the Los Angeles 
. Games in 1984 in the heptathlon and took tbe gold medal 
in Seoul four years later and in Barcelona in 1992. 

She also won the long jump in Seoul and has won two 
heptathlon and two long jump world titles as well as hold- 
>. ing the world heptathlon record. 


Jordan out of shooting, high jump events 

Kawar starts athletics competition in discus today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S MOHAMMAD A! Qasem Saturday finished 
at a disappointing 49th place out of 54 participants in the 
men’s skeet championship on tbe 9th day of the Atlanta 
Olympic Games. 

Italy’s Ennio Falco of Italy won the gold medal with a 
perfect score while Miroslaw Rzepkowski of Poland 
took the silver medal and Andrea Benelli of Italy the 
bronze. 

While A1 Qasem finished tbe event with 112 out of 1 25 
points, his form seemed to deteriorate after be ended the 
first round in which be scored 18 out of 25. However he 
then scored 25, 22, and 23 before scoring 24 in tbe fourth 
round and only 1 8 in tbe final. 

After A1 Qasem’s participation, Jordan’s Nada Kawar 


starts athletics competition in the discus event today 
(Sunday). 

High jumper Fakhruldin Fuad failed to clear the 215 cm 
bar yesterday. Fuad only managed 210 cm while his Jor- 
danian record is 222cm. 

Thirty-six competitors participated in the preliminaries 
including world champion Cuba's Javier Sotomayor. 

Jordan's swimmers Omar Dallal and Mira Ghneim took 
part in the 400 metre freestyle and 200 metre individual 
medley. Dallal set a new Jordanian record in tbe event 
■slashing 6.50 second of the mark to finish the event in 
4.41.12 seconds while Ghneim failed to match her record 
and finished with a time of 2.56.99 , 6.83 seconds behind 
her Jordanian record. 

Jordan was to have competed in judo too. However, 
Walid Ai Awazem was disqualified after failing to show 
up for the weigh-in. 


Britain’s Redgrave rows to share of Olympic history 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
British oarsman Steven 
Redgrave became the 
fourth sportsman in history 
to win gold at four straight 
Olympics when he and 
Matthew Pinsent won the 
men’s coxless pairs here 
Saturday. 

His historic achievement 
came in the first final to be 
held following a bomb 
attack at the downtown 
centennial Olympic park 
that left two people dead 
and 111 injured. 

Barcelona champions 
Redgrave and Pinsent- won 
in an Olympic record 6min 
20.09 secs to defeat Aus- 
tralians David Weightman 
and Robert Scott by .93 of a 
,secpnd and i(i bring f the 
British their firet gold, 


medal of these Games. 

“They were never going 
to catch us,” Redgrave said. 
"We took it from tbe start. It 
was quite a good row. 
We’re absolutely knack- 
ered” 

Pinsent, 25, raised both 
fists in triumph as Red- 
grave sat slumped over 
with exhaustion at the front 
of tbe boat after tbe tri- 
umph. 

Redgrave, 34, joined 
American discos thrower 
AI Oerter, Danish yachts- 
man Paul Elvstrom and 
Hungarian fencer Aladar 
Gerevich as tire only com- 
petitors to win events at 
four consecutive Games. 

Redgrave, who won the 
coxless pairs with Andrew 


said this was tbe finish for 
his rowing career. 

“I have definitely had 
enough. This is it for me,” 
be said. “If anyone sees me 
near a boat, they can shoot 
me.” 

Australia also claimed 
gold for the first time when 
Kate Slatter and Megan still 
won in 7:01.39, edging the 
U.S. duo of Karen Kraft 
and Missy Schwen by .39 
of a second. 

' “It was awesome, bloody 
hard work but really awe- 
some,” still said. 

Australians Drew Ginn, 
James Tomkins,' Michael 
McKay and Nicholas Green 
later added a coxless fours 
gold medal. 

pjin«<fian Silken Lau- 
mann, who made an 


astounding recovery for 
1992 bronze after a serious 
leg injury, was overtaken 
near the finish and beaten 
by Yekaterina Khodotovich 
of Belarus for the single 
sculls title in 7:32.21. 

“At 500m, I felt like I had 
a lot of power,” Ijmmann 
said. “But there just wasn’t 
any more in tbe tank with 
20 strokes to go.” 

Other gold medal winners 
Saturday were Italy’s 
da vide Tizzano and. Agosti- 
no Abbagnale in men’s 
double sculls, Canada’s 
Mamie McBean and Kath- 
leen Hedle in women’s 
double sculls and Switzer- 
land’s Xeno Mueller in the 
men’s single sculls. 


14-year-old follows in Evans’ footsteps 


ATLANTA (R) — So long 
Janet, welcome Amanda. 

As Janet Evans retires 
after nine years at tbe top of 
swimming, a young clone is 
ready to take her place as 
the American darling of the 
pool, Amanda Beard. 

Beard won two individual 
silvers and a relay gold at 
the Atlanta Olympics with a 
breaststroke based more on 
guts and thrashing white 
water rather than style. 

The 14-year-old couples 
an outstanding talent with a 
wide-eyed, open-as-a-bodt, 
all-American attitude to life 
that could make her as big a 
star as Evans. 

SrihOunded by journalists 
before her first swim in 
Atlanta, Beard was asked 
what had impressed her 
most about the Olympics. 
She thought for a while and 
finally decided it was the 
large room full of cabbage 
patch dolls she had seen in 
the village. 

How did she feel after her 
gold in the 4x100 metres 
relay? 

She replied "really good” 
and then proceeded to tell 
excitedly how when she got 
home she was going to buy 
two rabbits and call one sil- 
ver and the other gold. She 
already has quite a 
menagerie. 

Beard, with big eyes and 
blindingly white teeth, is 


cute. Not in the manufac- 
tured way of gymnasts like 
Dominique Moceanu, but 
like Evans was when she 
burst on the seme with two 
world records in 1987 aged 
just 15. 

Evans’s smile and obvious 
enjoyment of swimming 
made her a media star 
overnight She won three 
gold medals at the Olympics 
in 1988, a year in which she 
set four world records. 

She won another gold in 
1992 but missed out in 
Atlanta where she roomed 
with Beard, who carries a 
good-luck teddy bear to all 
her races. 

Evans, who has now 
retired, says. Beard reminds 
‘her a lot of herself as a 
youngster. She has taken 
Beard under her. wing, even 
showing her bow to use a 
washing machine in the 
Olympic village. 

Their swimming styles are 


also similar. Evans’s thrash- 
ing freestyle looked so inef- 
ficient when she was young 
no one could believe she 
could move so fast Beard, 
still slim and bony, raises 
herself out of the water in a 
' frenzied thrash in the final 
stages of a race. 
j. Her pursuit of gold medal- 
list Penny Heyns of South 
Africa over the last 60 
metres, when more than two 
seconds down in tbe 200 
metres breaststroke, was 
one of the bravest swims of 
the Olympics. She lost by 
just 0.34 seconds. 

The one, maybe crucial, 
difference between the two 
is that Evans at 15 seemed 
worldly- wise while Beard is 
• achingly naive. When this 
reporter wanted to interview 
evans in 1987, she looked 
up, took her headphones off 
and said: "I don’t like this 
track, you’ve got four min- 
utes.” 


Evans found it difficult 
after the Seoul Olympics^ 
when she returned a hero 
after leaving her home town 
as just another schoolgirl. 
Her friendships and place in 
society changed forever and 
she realised success bad a 
sharp edge to it 

Beard’s openness nearly 
got her into trouble when 
asked at a news conference 
about drug-taking by for- 
eign athletes. She got her- 
self in a muddle about who 
. thought what before decid- 
ing silence was the' best 
option. She looked very 
confused. 

But if Beard makes it 
through the fame barrier and 
puberty. without too much 
trouble, she should arrive at 
the 2000 games as one of 
the hottest properties in 
swimming — and double 
gold medallist Heyns better- 
watch OUL 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT --.SHMEISANI 

Consisting of three bedrooms, sitting and dining 
room, separate living room with three bathrooms 
and fully equipped kitchen plus telephone. 

Tel: 702093 or 680148 


TEACHERS NEEDED 

College De la Salle (Frfere) is In need of a 
biology teacher for the academic year 1996 - 
‘1997. The applicant should be a university 
graduate, majoring in biology with at least three 
years of experience in teaching biology in the 
secondary section In both Arabic & English 
languages. 

Personal interviews will be held in the 
school, Jabal AI Hussien on Monday 29th 
of July from 9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian Company in cooperation with the University of Chicago, are seeking self 
motivated and dynamic individuals for the position of Research Director, two researchers and 
one assistant researcher. The Research Director will help establish and head an independent- 
research centre focusing on sdfcial and policy Issues pertaining to the rights of children. 


Candidates for Research Director should have: 

a. A Ph.D degree or equivalent academic training or experience. 

b. Experience in leading research teams. 

c. Ability to define research objectives and goals. 

d. Experience in dealing with soda! research such as community, family and child related 
issues. 

e. Substantial statistical background. k 

f» Ability to design and execute research methodologies, programmes and studies. 

g. Computer skills and experience in data base management systems and SPSS or similar 
software. 

h. Ability to interpret research results and formulate recommendations for policy makers. 

i. Ability to interface and communicate with various local and international organisations. 

j. Substantial experience in using quantitative and qualitative research methods. 

k. Creativity, independence of thoughr and originality. 

L A deep understanding of die uses and benefits of applied research for policy making and 
developmental programme issues. 

m. Ability to create and manage an organisation. 

n. Ability to create and follow a {dan to achieve a series of research related objectives and 
goals. 

0 . Fhll proficiency in the English and Arabic languages. 

Remuneration packages are detractive and are given on die basis of qualifications and an inter- 
view. The posts will be of continuous nature and thus offer long-term employment. 

Interested candidates should send at fax their curriculum vitae (CV) to the following address or 
number 

Research Candidates 
P.OJlox 5296 
Amman 11183, Jordan 
or 

Fax to 811374 

Kindly state on the application your interest as research director, researcher or research assistant. 
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Private sector firms volunteer 


payment of bread subsidy 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Less than 20 
days since the government 
announced plans to float 
bread prices and “rechan- 
nel" bread subsidy, a num- 
ber of banks and private 
sector firms have 
announced plans for pay- 
ment to their employees 
and their dependents of the 
JD 1.28 monthly compensa- 
tion for the increase in 


prices. 

Among the businesses 
that volunteered the pay- 
ment were the banks, the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company, the Jordan 


Phosphate Mines Company, 
the Arab Potash Company, 
the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company, and the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce. 

On Saturday the Jordan 
Press Foundation, which 
publishes die Jordan Times 
and A1 Ra’i announced it 
was following suit and pay- 
ing its 350 employees the 
monthly compensation for 
the bread subsidy. 

Earlier this month the 
government announced that 
it will provide the subsidy 
on bread in cash to every 
Jordanian national. The 
price of bread is expected to 
rise from SO fils a kilo to 


250 fils. 

“The government will pay 
each and every Jordanian 
the price difference before 
announcing its decision," 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said last 
week. 

In remarks published by 
Al Dustour daily Saturday 
Minister of Finance 
Marwan Awad said that all 
government employees and 
army and security services 
personnel as well as the 
retired have the cash sub- 
sidy already added to their 
July pay cheques. 

“All measures concerning 
the payment of the subsidy 
have been finalised at the 


Ministry of Finance and the 
payment will be made to all 
people. No date, however, 
has been fixed yet for float- 
ing the prices,” the minister 
was quoted as saying. 

‘The government has 
pledged its keenness on pro- 
tecting its credibility and 
will honour its commitment 
concerning the bread sub- 
sidy and its channelling it to 
the Jordanian people," he 
added. 

Mr. Awad said that the 
government would soon 
market new kinds of bread 
which contain bran and 
which will be sold for less 
than 250 fils a kilogramme. 


King Hassan avoiding Netanyahu for time being 


From the Jerusalem Post 


MOROCCO'S KING 
Hassan is avoiding any 
direct contact with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu because of Mr. 
Netanyahu's stance that 
Jerusalem's status is not 
negotiable, according to 
Robert Assaraf, one of the 
leaders of the Jewish com- 
munity in Morocco. 

Mr. Assaraf said that the 
king is waiting to see what 
direction the Likud-led gov- 
ernment will take — partic- 
ularly concerning Jerusalem 
— before meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

King Hassan refused Mr. 
Netanyahu’s request to visit 
him in Morocco on a return 
trip from the U.S. last week. 


King Hassan also declined 
to accept a telephone call 
from Mr. Netanyahu after 
his election in May. 

Mr. Assaraf, who is well- 
connected to the Moroccan 
royal court said King 
Hassan has always consid- 
ered the issue of Jerusalem 
as the most complicated and 
difficult point of the peace 
negotiations. 

“His Majesty is behaving 
as a leader of an Arab state 
and as a spiritual leader of 
the Muslim Nation," Mr. 
Assaraf explained. “Beside 
his efforts to promote the 
Arab- Israeli peace process 
during the last 20 years, the 
king has always considered 
solving the problem of 
Jerusalem essential for the 
Muslim World. 


“Hassan believed that 
negotiations over the status 
of JerusaJem would start 
soon, as foreseen by the 
Oslo agreements. 

Declarations made by 
Netanyahu, before and after 
his election, concerning the 
future of the peace process 
and especially the future of 
Jerusalem, have changed 
the situation. Once the ques- 
tion of Jerusalem was put 
aside by the new Israeli 
government, it put a brake 
on the possibility of a meet- 
ing between the king and 
Netanyahu.*' 

Mr. Assaraf ruled out the 
idea that the king is boy- 
cotting the new govern- 
ment, saying, “the king is a 
practical and pragmatic 
man. He wants to find out 


what he could eventually 
discuss with the sew Israeli 


prune minister." 

King Hassan is not look- 
ing to disconnect himself 
from Israel or from the 
peace talks, Mr. Assaraf 
said, but “in order for an 
intervention on his behalf to 
be productive and serious, 
he must know on what 
Netanyahu intends to nego- 
tiate." 

Mr. Assaraf denied that 
the king's attitude toward 
Mr. Netanyahu is based on 
the fact that King Hassan 
wanted Shimon Peres to 
win the election, and that he 
supposedly called on 
Israelis of Moroccan origin 
to vote for Mr. Peres. 


Damascus-based PLO 


groups meet Kaddoumi 


TWA jet continued flight after 
black boxes stopped recording 


DAMASCUS (R) — 

{readers of Damascus-based 
radical Palestinian groups 
met a senior PLO official on 
Saturday, two days after 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat met President Hafez 
AI Assad on his first visit to 
Syria since 1994. 

George Habash and Nayef 
Hawatraeh met Farouk 
Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s political department, 
who was present at the 
Assad-Arafat meeting on 
Thursday. Mr. Kaddoumi 's 
spokesman Anwar Abdul 
Hadi said. 

“Talks tackled recent 
developments and ways to 
put into order the Palestinian 
affairs inside and outside 
Palestine and the positive 
and excellent results of the 
Syrian-Palestinian summit 
which opened a new page in 
the relations," he said. 

Mr. Habash’s Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and Mr. 
Hawatmeh’s Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) are key 
members of a Damascus- 


based alliance of 10 
Palestinian groups opposed 
to PLO’s peace with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Assad, 
who had denounced PLO’s 
1993 peace agreement with 
Israel as capitulation, dis- 
cussed ways of reaching a 
common policy towards 
Israel’s new hardline Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who opposes 
trading land for peace. Mr. 
Arafat said the talks were 
“important, useful and posi- 
tive". 

“This period requires the 
achievement of Palestinian 
unity and everybody feel its 
dangerousness as 

(Netanyahu’s) Likud govern- 
ment refuses the basis of the 
just and comprehensive 
peace,” Abdul Hadi said. 

PFLP spokesman Maher AI 
Taher said Mr. Habash, in the 
meeting with Mr. Kaddoumi, 
stressed the necessity of 
reversing the cancellation of 
the Palestinian national char- 
ter, scrapped in April in line 
with PLO-Israel peace 
accords because parts of it 
denied Israel’s right to exist 


EAST MORICHES, New 
York (AFP) — The TWA jet- 
liner that exploded last week 
continued its flight 26 sec- 
onds after the jet’s black 
boxes stopped recording, 
investigators said Saturday, 
indicating the aircraft appears 
to have broken in two. 
Federal investigators have yet 
to indicate the cause of the 
explosion that sent TWA 
Flight 800 plunging into the 
Atlantic waters off the coast 
of Long Island, New York 
July 17, but they seemed to be 
leaning toward theories of 
sabotage. 

Radar continued to track the 
aircraft for 26 seconds after 
the plane's cockpit voice 
recorder registered what 
investigators decribed as a 
“loud unknown noise" before 
ending abruptly, said Norm 
Wiemayer, a specialist with 
the national transportation 
safety board that is leading 
the probe. 

At the end of the 26 sec- 
onds, radar picked up “multi- 
ple targets” at the same time 
as witnesses on the ground 
reported seeing a ball of fire 
plunge into the sea. 


“We do have some informa- 
tion that there was something 
in the sky ... ascending*' at die 
time of the explosion, said 
FBI Assistant Director James 
Kallstrom, pointing to the 
possibility of a missile attack 
on the plane. 

The other theories under 
consideration are that a bomb 
exploded on board die Boeing 
747 or that a mechanical mal- 
function was to blame for the 
blast 

NTSB Vice Chairman 
Robert Francis declined to 
comment on a possible link 
between the TWA explosion 
and Saturday’s bomb attack 
in Atlanta that led to the death 
of two people. In Washignton, 
White House Spokesman 
Michael McCurry said there 
was no reason to believe the 
two events were tied. 

Searchers reported 143 bod- 
ies* had been retrieved from 
the waters south of Long 
Island by early Saturday. 

At least two other bodies 
have been spotted with a laser 
detection system and several 
others are believed to be 
trapped beneath the wreck- 
age, investigators said. 



Arab Bridge Maritime Co. 
Aqaba - Nuweiba 



interesting offer from Arab Bridge Maritime Co . 

For passengers residing within the Ports of 
Aqaba and Nuweiba, We announce to passengers and 
tour offices,that the Company will have new scheduled 
trips of fast Boat Turbo Cat . 

( BRIDGE 1 } , as of Thursday 1/8/1996 between the Ports of Aqaba and Nuweiba. 
Two daily trips , each trip takes one hour sailing f in comfortable atmosphere. 


Second Trip 


** Trip times : 

First Trip : * Dep Aqaba Port at 10.30 

* Dep Nuweiba Port at 1 2.30 
Second Trip : * Dep Aqaba Port at 14.30 

* Dep Nuweiba Port at 16.30 

In addition to that, the Ferry Boats (F/B) , Santa Catherine , Concord 
will be making two Daily trips according to the following schedule : 

First Trip : * Dep from each ports Aqaba, Nuweiba at 1 2.00 Hrs . 
Second Trip : * Dep from each ports Aqaba, Nuweiba at 19.00 Hrs . 

In addition to15% special discount , which include minimum 20 Persons, with fast boat 

Please come (1.30) Hours before departure 

For more information Please Contact 

(A.B.M. CO) Aqaba Tel : 03-313235-7 , 313140 , Fax : 313238 
Whishing you a Bon voyage. 
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OLYMPIC FLAG HANGS AT HALF STAFF AT THE OLYMPIC STADIUM: The 
Olympic Flag hangs at half staff with the Olympic Flame burning in the back- 
ground at Olympic Stadium die morning after a pipe bomb exploded Saturday in 
Centennial Park killing two and injuring over 100 Olympic fans. Authorities are 
considering the incident an act of terrorism and are continuing their investigations. 


but have no leads. Olympic officials said the Centennial Games would continue as 
planned despite the attack (See story page 1) ('Reuters photo) 


Jewish 
groups hold 
mass rally in 
Sabbath 


Bosnians evict Serbs from army flats 


campaign 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
{.AFP) — Tens of thousands 
of ultra-orthodox Jews 
demonstrated peacefully on a 
main ■ Jerusalem street 
Saturday as part of a cam- 
paign to enforce more respect 
for the Sabbath, the Jewish 
day of rest 

The protest on Bar Dan 
Street was authorised by 
police who barred traffic 
from the road, a four-lane 
thoroughfare running through 
the heart of the city, for three 
hours. 

Hundreds of police, armed 
with batons, lined the road as 
the protesters, dressed in tra- 
ditional 18th century robes 
and black hats, chanted 
“Shabbes" — Sabbath in 
Yiddish. 

Police water camion were 
also positioned discreetly at 
the scene. 

Several hours before the 
protest some of the Jewish 
fundamentalists threw stones 
at vehicles using the street, 
but did not cause any acci- 
dents. 

It was the fourth week run- 
ning ultra-orthodox Jews 
have taken to Bar Dan Street 
to demand it be closed to traf- 
fic during the Sabbath.’ 

Protests in previous weeks 
ended in violent clashes 
between the orthodox Jews 
and left-wing counter-protest- 
ers, as well as with the securi- 
ty forces. 

But internal security minis- 
ter Avigdor Kahalani. under 
pressure from the religious 
parties in the right-wing coal- 
don government, called for 
police “restraint" in the han- 
dling of this week’s protest 
and the ultra-orthodox pro- 
testers deployed 800 mar- 
shalls of their own. 

Secular Jews accuse the 
ultra-orthodox community of 
hying to impose their way of 
life on the whole of Jerusalem 
and say they are detennined 
to fight the "religious coer- 
cion." 


SARAJEVO c.R) — Bosnian federation police have evicted 
dozens of people, mainly Serbs, from former Yugoslav- 
Federal Army IJNA) apartments in Sarajevo, the U.N.'s main 
humanitarian agency stud on Saturday. Most of the flats are in 
parts of Sarajevo that reverted to Bosnian government control 
under the 1995 Dayton peace treaty after 43 months in the 
hands of separatist Serbs. Kris Janowski. spokesman in 
Bosnia for the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, said 
people were being kicked out of the flats even though they had 
valid owner-occupancy papers obtained from the JNA in the 
late 19S0s. The JNA built the apartments when Bosnia was a 
member of the Yugoslav republic, before it seceded in 1992. 
"This problem is growing. It's significant because it embodies 
broader issues of multi-ethnicity, law and Older and human 
rights in (postwar) Bosnia,” Mr. Janowski told reporters. 


Libyan referee still alive — paper 


DUBAI (R) — A Malta-based Libyan who refereed a soccer 
match in Triploi which turned violent this month was alive 
and being questioned in Libya, a London -based Arabic news- 
paper said on Saturday. AI Sharq AI Awsat quoted reliable 
Libyan sources as saying that Abdullah Salem “...who the 
Libyan authorities consider one of those responsible for the 
riot at the soccer game was still alive in Libya and is under 
custody being questioned” The Maltese Tunes newspaper 
said on Friday that Mr. Salem. 35. has not returned to the 
island and his fate is not known. Mr. Salem lived and worked 
in Malta. Earlier this month, he travelled to Libya to take 
charge of the ill-fated match between AJ Itihad and AI Ahly in 
the Libyan capital Tripoli. Diplomats say the trouble broke out 
after Mr. Salem awarded a dubious goal to the team which 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi s sons supported. 


‘Israel should compensate Cana massacre’ 


CANA Lebanon (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid on Saturday saUflsrael and the interna- 
tional community should compensate the families of the vic- 
tims of the Cana carnage. Dr. Abdul Meguid was speaking in 
the South Lebanon village where an Israeli bombardment on 
April IS of a refugee-packed U.N. base killed 103 people and 
wounded hundreds of others. “We must put pressure on the 
nations to compensate for the victims of the Cana massacre. It 
is the least we can do althe Arab League.” Dr. Abdul Mesuid 
said after placing a wreath at a mass grave for the victims. 
Denouncing Israel's “savagery’ Dr. Abdul Meguid said those 
responsible for the Cana carnage should be put on trial like 
these responsible for war crimes in Bosnia. 


Clinton rejects Pollard request for pardon 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton rejected the 
second request for a pardon made by lawyers for an American 
Jew serving life in prison for spying for Israel. White House 
Spokesman Michael McCurry announced Friday. Jonathan 
Pollard — a former U.S. Navy analyst — was convicted of 
treason in March 1987 for passing militaiy secret s to the 
Jewish state. Mr. McCrary reported that Mr. Climon "agreed 
with Attorney General Janet Reno’s judgment that the enor- 
mity of Mr. Pollard's offences, his lack of remorse, the dam- 
age done to our national security, the need for general deter- 
rence and the continuing threat to national security that he 
posed make the original life sentence imposed bv the court 
warranted. The president also concurred that ‘“to shorten 
the sentence at this time after (Pollard) has served only ten 
years ... is unwarranted and would disserve the anal of 
deterrence.” * 





‘Prince Charles 
buys friend 
$39,000 ring’ 


LONDON (R) — Heir to 
the throne Prince Charles 
has bought his friend. 
Camilla Parker Bowles, a 
£25,000 (538.860) ring, 
possibly signalling the 
couple plan to become 
engaged, a British tabloid 
reported on Saturday. The j 
Daily Star said there • 
would now be speculation 
about which finger Parker 
Bowles would put it on 
when the prince gives it to 
her on Aug. 2S, the day his 
divorce from Princess 
Diana is due to become 
final. A spokesman for 
Prince Charles was not 
immediately available for 
comment on the report. 
British media has been 
speculating on whether 
the prince will marry 
Parker Bowles ever since 
it became dear that his 
15-year marriage to Diana 
was on the rocks. Any 
such move would be 
deeply unpopular among 
Britons and could under- 
mine his chances of suc- 
ceeding his mother. 
Queen Elizabeth, on the*p 
throne, opinion polls have w 
showed. The royalty- 
obsessed Star reported 
that the prince bought the 
ruby and diamond ring 
from the traditional 
London jewellers 

Asprey’s. Quoting friends 
of the prince, it said 
.Asprey’s sent a selection 
of rings to the prince's 
Highgrove Country house 
in western England for 
him to choose from. “This 
is a deliberate move by the 
prince to formalise the 
relationship." the Star 
quoted one of the 
“friends" as saying. 
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Holidaymakers 
treated to steak 


by protesting 
French farmers 


MOULINS. France (AFP)' 
— Holidaymakers in cen- 
tral France were treated 
Saturday to free lunch by 
livestock fanners hoping 
to get their pro-beef mes- 
sage across, police said. 
Several dozen farmers 
took over a section of 
highway for several hours 
Saturday and handed out 
about 500 meals of the 
French standard beef and 
fries to delighted 
motorists. The farmers 
took the opportunity of 
explaining their lot to the 
vacationers as the fallout 
from the “mad cow" dis- 
ease crisis has dampened 
demand for beef in 
France. Slogans written 
on the road said “farmers 
in danger" and “con- 
sumers. react." 


Nine-year-old 
takes family 
car for 100 kilo- 
metre drive P 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
A nine-year-old boy took 
the family car for a 100- 
kilo metre drive with his 
six -year-old brother in 
northern Romania without 
being stopped by police, 
the daily Cuiierul 
National reported 

Saturday. lonut Raduta, 
and his brother Gheoighe. 
were only picked up wan- 
dering around the town of 
Boiosani earlier this week 
after they had ditched tbs 
car. They had driven nil 
the way from Iasi, 100 
kilometres away. “My 
father was the one who 
taught me to drive. I don’t 
understand the road traffic 
signs but I just did what 
the other cars were 
doing," Ionur told police * 
The two children said they 
had run away because 
they were being badly 
treated at home. 
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